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PREFACE. 




HE following Notes on the history of the 
Church of St. Cnthbert, in Wells, have been 
collected, from time to time, in the course of 
' casual perusals of those records connected with 
Wells, to which !( have had opportunities of 
access. They are necessarily of a miscellaneous and 
unconnected character, and, as I have designated them, 
really " Notes," without in any way professing to be 
a History of this interesting old Church. They will, I 
trust, assist some other person in writing a complete 
history of the Church, which would be a most useful and 
important undertaking, for which there are abundant 
materials in the repositories of the Bishop, the Dean and 
Chapter, and the Corporation of Wells. 

I take this opportunity of offering my grateful acknow- 
ledgments to F. H. Dickinson, Esq., for the many and 
various ways in which he has assisted and encouraged 
me in my undertaking ; to Mr. J. T. Irvine, for advice 
on architectural matters, and for drawings of several of 
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the illustrations which accompany this work; to the 
Mayor and Corporation, and the Town Clerk of Wells, for 
free access to the Municipal records ; to Mr. J. Webber, 
for the beautiful photographic view of the exterior of the 
Church and the new Reredos; to H. T. Riley, Esq., 
M.A., of the Historical Manuscript Commission, for 
translations of many of the ancient Manuscripts I have 
used ; and to E. A. Freeman, Esq., D.C.L., of whose 
valued and important writings on the architectural 
history of the Parish Church, and the Cathedral, I have 
in several instances availed myself. 
Wells, Jan., 1875. 
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^ ELLS unquestionably owed its name^ and much of 
its importance in early times, to the very remark- 
able Springs, or " Wells,'* near the eastern end of 
the Cathedral, now, and possibly long before any 
building had been erected there, known as ** St. An- 
drew's Well ;" and it is not improbable that the dedi- 
cation of the Church itself may have had its origin in 
the previous dedication of these "Wells" to the Apostle St. 
Andb-ew. That the true reason for selecting this spot for the 
erection of the first edifice to be devoted to the purposes of re- 
ligion may safely be attributed to those inexhaustible springs, I 
think no person will doubt. Many wells, like that of St. Andrew, 
were under the patronage of Saints. Veneration for springs, 
or wells, can be traced back to the earliest periods of history. 
Seneca, who flourished at the commencement of the Christian era, 
wrote ** Where a spring rises, or a river flows, there should we 
build altars and offer sacrifices." Numerous instances are easily 
found where churches were built near springs ; in our own county 
the churches of Frome, Doulting, and Axbridge, and others, 
may be mentioned. 

There are so many fabulous tales connected with the early 
history of all our great religious establishments, that it is far 
better to avoid saying much of events about which doubt and 
uncertainty must always continue to exist. The traditions 
respecting the alleged founding, by Joseph of Arimathea, of the 
first Christian Church in England at Glastonbury, where the 
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Abbey nowstands^ are interesting in the extreme^ though the 
literal truth of those traditions is doubted by many learned 
writers. But notwithstanding these doubts, we have the testimony 
of one of the highest authorities. Professor Willis, that *' without 
crediting the tradition literally which assigns the date of the *old 
church' to A. D. 63," the site of the once beautiful building, 
generally known as St. Joseph's Chapel, *^ was certainly occupied 
by one of the very earliest of British. churches." That there was 
a church at Glastonbury before anything of the kind existed in 
Wells, is universally admitted. 

Prior to the time of Ina, king of the West Saxons, the whole of 
Wells (including the " In-and-Out-parishes"), with most of the 
adjacent villages, was held by the Crown. That pious Monarch 
(who has been called the Nursing Father of the British Church), 
aiboijtt A. D. 704, founded a church on the site of the present 
Cathedral, and dedicated it to St. Andrew, It is said that Ina's 
chjarch, originally, had only four canons ; but of the extent or 
vaflue of the endowments, at that time, we have no certain means 
Nv G^ judging. That Wells itself formed part of the original 

^> \ endowment cannot be doubted. About A. d. 905 the See of 
Wells was instituted, at which time Edward the Elder, the son 
and successor of Alfred the Great, was King. 

Edward the Confessor was a great benefactor to the Church of 
Wells. Previous to his death (which occurred A. d. 1066), he, 
by his charter, confirmed all the possessions then held by the 
Cathedral of Wells. The first paragraph in the Schedule, or 
particular, of the lands, &c. referred to in this charter, is in the 
following words : — 

" Imprimis, in territorio Wellensi quod antique vocabulo dicitur 
Tidington, et in singulis viculis ad se pertinentibus, sunt 50 
mansus ; hoc est, Paulesham (Polsham), Woky, Hentun, Gyrdleg 
(Garslade), Bledenhyth (Bleadney), and Eastun, Westbirig 
(Westbury), Wokyhole, and -SJbbewyrth (Ebbor), Burcotan 
(Burcot), Middletun and other Middletun (Upper and Lower 
Milton), and JEttham (Walcombe), Thaenne Horuingdun and 
other Horuingdon (East and West Horrington), and Hwete 
Circe (Whitchurch, in Binegar), Denrenn (Dinder), Dulcotan 
(Dulcote), Waelslej (Wellesley), Wuormestorr (Wormister), 
Gelicotan (Chilcote), Baegenhangra (Binegar), Wandastray 
(Wanstrow), Hlytton (Litton)." 
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After enumerating other possessions of the Church of Wells, 
this document concludes thus : — 

" Haec igitur cum omnibus ad se pertinentibus, in silvls, campis, 
pratis, pascuis, piscariis, molendinis, ecclesias praefatae, vel 
Episcopo, ut praedixi, confirmo, etlibertatem ejus secundum ante- 
cessorum meorum statuta amplifico. Scripta est haac charta ab 
eodem Gisone Episcopo jussu meo Anno Dominicas Incamationis 
HLXY. Indictione 3. 20 die mensis Mail in Begali villa 
"Wendlesore nuncupata. Signum manus Gisonis Episcopi ij^.'* 

The important survey made by order of William the Con- 
queror, usually known as *^ Doomsday," gives a still more minute 
account of the lands in Wells, held by the church there. The 
following is an extract (translated) from that valuable record: — 

" The Bishop of Wells holds Wells. He also held it in the time of "King 
Edv^ard, and gelded for fifty hides. The arable is sixty oanicates. Thereof are 
in demesne eight hides, and there are six carucates, and six servants, and twenty 
villanes, and fourteen cottagers, with fifteen ploughs. There are four mills, ren- 
dering thirty shillings, and three hundred acres of meadow. Pasture three miles 
long, and one mile broad. Wood two miles long, and two furlongs broad ; and 
three miles of moor. It is worth thirty pounds on the part of the Bishop." 

" Of the land of the same manor the canons hold fourteen hides. There they 
have in demesne six carucates, and eight servants, and sixteen villanes, and twelve 
cottagers, with eight ploughs. There are two mills of fifty pence rent. It is 
worth twelve pounds." 

" Of the same land of the same manor, Fastrads holds of the Bishop six hides, 
Bichard five hides, Erneis five hides. There are in demesne six carucates, and ten 
servants, and seventeen villanes, and sixteen cottagers, with eleven ploughs, 
and two mills rendering ten shillings. Amongst them all it is worth thirteen 
pounds." 

** Of the same land t)f the same manor, Fastrade holds of the Bishop two hides. 
Balph two hides ; these four hides are of the Bishop's demesne. There are in 
demesne two carucates, and three servants, and five Villanes, and five cottagers, 
with one plough. There is a mill of seven shillings and sixpence rent. The whole 
is worth seventy shillings." 

*' Of the same fif fcy hides the wife of Manasse holds two hides, but not of the 
Bishop. It is worth twenty shillings. 

" Besides these fifty hides the Bishop has two hides which paid no geld in the 
time of King Edward. Alward and Edric hold them of the Bishop. They are 
worth 30 shillings." 

This survey was completed in 1086, Giso being at that time 
Bishop of this diocese. His recumbeat effigy may still be seen 
in the north aisle of the Choir in the Cathedral. 

When Parishes were first known is a question about which 
learned men differ. Camden says they originated with Arch- 
bishop Honorius, about a. d. 630; Selden, on the contrary, 
asserts that the institution of parochial districts was long after 
that time. Other authorities attribute the setting out of parishes 
to Alfred the Great, who succeeded to the throne in 871, and 

b2 
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died in 901. Parishes are distinctly noticed as early as the 
laws of King Edgar, which were probably enacted about 970. 
It seems certain that no "Parish," as understood in modern 
times, existed in Wells until after the completion of the Doomsday 
survey, as there is no notice of any such in that record. I think 
there cannot be much doubt that when the parish of St. Cuthbert 
first became known as such, a church had been built on the site 
of the present structure ; for the setting out of bounds to a dis- 
trict, to be afterwards known as a parish, was one of the results 
of the erection of a church ; because it was necessary that the 
parson should know the precise b'mits over which he had the cure 
of souls, and from whence his future income would be derived. 
The original church was no doubt dedicated to St. Cuthbert, and 
this dedication we may, I think, safely conclude gave the name 
of St. Cuthbert to the parish. 

The precise date of the building of the first church of St. 
Cuthbert has not been clearly ascertained. Some persons are of 
opinion that the original building was reared before the conquest. 
There certainly is some reason for this, as it is scarcely likely 
that the Saxon St. Cuthbert would have been chosen as a patron 
Saint by Normans. That there was a church on the site of the 
present edifice soon after the commencement of the twelfth cen- 
tury there can be no doubt. My reasons for this opinion are, that 
by a charter dated Ides of August, a.d., 1246, Bishop Roger 
confirmed all the then possessions of the Dean and Chapter. The 
preface to this charter recites that Bishop Roger having looked 
into the muniments by which the Chapter of Wells held their 
several possessions by grants from Kings or other persons ; for 
further security and confirmation, grants all their manors, lands, 
churches, rents, and all their possessions which they then held, 
the whole of which are enumerated and shortly described. 
Among these the church of St. Cuthbert is included, and stated 
to have been the gift of Robert and Joceline, Bishops of Bath 
and Wells, for commons ; and it is added that the vicarage was in 
their (the Chapter's) gift, or presentation. 

This charter is dated from Stawie, then said to be in the parish 
of Chyu (Magna). Stowey was in fact a Chapelry belonging to 
Chew Magna, in which place the Bishops of Bath and Wells then 
had a mansion. In 1281, Archbishop Peckham, by his charter, 
confirmed to the Dean and Chapter all the then possessions of the 
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Cathedral Church of Wells, and in that charter the donation of 
the church of St Cuthbert is distinctly attributed to Bishop 
Robert. 

From these facts I see no clear reason for doubting that be- 
tween the years 1135, when Bishop Robert succeeded to the See 
of Bath and Wells, and 1165, (or 6), when he died, a paro- 
chial church dedicated to St. Cuthbert was erected on the spot 
where our parish church now stands, though of much smaller 
dimensions. This isi the more readily to be believed from the 
character of Bishop Robert, of whom all authorities agree — that 
he was a skilful architect and a munificent benefactor to the 
church. Among other important works, he did much towards 
rebuilding the city of Bath, which had, to a great extent, been 
destroyed by fire in 1137, and finished the Abbey Church there. 
In Wells he substantially repaired the cathedral, which before 
then was in so great a state of ruin as to threaten its entire de- 
struction. We have also the very best evidence of his favour 
towards the citizens of Wells, for he it was who granted to the 
city its first charter ; a vast concession at that time, the true value 
of which we cannot now rightly estimate. The original charter is 
not known to exist, but it is recited at length in another, 
granted by Bishop Reginald Fitz-Jocelyne, the successor of 
Bishop Robert I make no apology for giving a translation of 
the charter in question, and I do so, not only as an illustration 
of my subject, but also to prove that both Collinson and Phelps, 
as well as other authors, are mistaken in attributing to Bishop 
Reginald the credit of being the first who gave chartered privi- 
leges to this place. The charter (translated) is as follows : — 

" Bobert by the grace of God Bishop of Bath. To all our faithful people, Clerks 
and Laymen, as well French as English, Greeting and the blessing of the Lord : — 
After we had attained, by the divine call and mercy, to this high summit of ponti. 
fical dignity, we laboured earnestly, purposing in mind that we ourselves should 
pay, and cause to be paid by others, due reverence to the rule of the church of the 
blessed Andrew in Wells, to T7s committed ; and that if any evil customs should obtain 
therein, to drive the same from the confines thereof, and to enlarge, as much as in 
Us should lie, its honour and usefulness ; and it being evident to Us, by experience, 
that the tumult of the markets, which have-hitherto been held in the same church, 
and the yard thereof, to the defilement and disadvantage of the said church, as 
well as of its ministers, who are gpreatly incommoded, and whose devotions are im- 
peded, and their prayers disturbed. And. in order that the supplications of the 
house of Gk)d may not be mingled with the ohafferings of traders. We command 
and firmly ordain that whosoever shall come here for the purpose of trading at 
three festivals, that is to say, the finding of the Holy Cross, the feast of Saint 
Kalixtus, and the celebration of the feast of Saint Andrew, may freely and securely 
oany on trade in the broad streets of the same city, free from all evil customs and 
disouiet. And that they do not presume, at any time^ to defile the said church and 
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the yard thereof. And we grant also by the advice of onr Clerks, and ordain that 
all traders at the aforesaid festivals, and their vigils, shall for ever remain qnit of 
toll, it being our will that this be established for ever, We command it by the 
present writing and confirm it by the impression of onr seal. Witnesses, John 
the Dean of Wells ; Reginald, the Precentor j Robert and Thomas, Archdeacons ; 
Edward ; Master Eustace ; William of the Holy Faith ; Ralph Martre j William 
Ateba j Peter of Chin* ; Walter, the Baker ; and many other clerks and laymen." 

It seems certain that this charter was granted before A. d. 
1159, when Ivo (or John), whose name occurs as one of the 
witnesses, ceased to be Dean of Wells. 

It may truly be said that this Prelate caused almost a 
revolution in his diocese, as will be seen from what is said of 
him by Mr. Freeman in his recent admirable lectures on the 
history of the Cathedral. ^* With Robert a new era begins 
alike in architectural, capitular, aiid municipal matters. He 
was a founder in every sense. He rebuilt the fabrics of both his 
churches. He settled the relatipns between those churches as 
they remained till the suppression of the monastery of Bath in 
the sixteenth century. He gave the Chapter of Wells a new 
constitution, which, with some changes in detail, it still retains. 
Last, but not least, he gave the first charter of incorporation to 
the burghers who had gradually come to dwell under the shadow 
of the minster. He may therefore be looked upon as the founder 
of Wells, church and city alike, as they now stand." In a very 
interesting sketch of the history of our parish church, in 1863, on 
the occasion of the meeting of the Somerset Archaeological Society, 
in Wells, Mr. Freeman distinctly stated that there had been a 
Norman Church on the site of the existing building, and adduced 
as evidence of his statement the discovery, in the course of late 
renovations in the Church, of a Norman Pillar Piscina, which 
may still be seen there. 

Mr. Freeman, in his further remarks, on the subsequent or 
second Church, added : — 

" The present chnrch dated from the thirteenth centnry, and might be described 
as a chnrch of that age thoroughly recast by gradual changes ranging from the 
fourteenth to the sixteenth century. Externally the building was almost wholly 
perpendicular, and, on the first entering, the proportion and general effect were 
completely those of one of the great perpendicular churches of the county. But a 
second glance would show that a large part of an earlier fabric still remained, 
and that a large part of the recasting had been done in a very unusual way. 
The Early English . Church was built about the time of its confirmation to the 
dean and chapter by Bishop Joceline in 1240. It was originally one of those large 
cross churches with central towers, which were known in Somersetshire by the 
strange and unaccountable name of '^ quarter cathedrals." 

Leland, the Antiquary, though he noticed and has left us 

considerable information with reference to the Cathedral and 
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ST. cuthbert's chubch. 7 

other buildings in the Town^ only says a few words about the 
parish church : — " There is but one Paroche Chirch in Welles ; 
but that is large, and standith in the west part of the town^ and 
is dedicate to Sainct Cuthberte.** 

The present church of St. Cuthbert is unquestionably the work 
of several periods. The more ancient portions, which are visible 
to a casual observer, are the nave-piers and arches, with parts of 
the exterior walls, and two windows, one in the east wall of the 
' south transept (known as Tanner's Chapel), and another in the 
north wall of the " Exchequer," on the west side of and adjoining 
the Chapel of the Holy Trinity. Those earlier parts are Early 
English, and may safely be assigned to about the same date as the 
nave of the Cathedral. The section of the jamb of the south en- 
trance (inner) door, agrees very closely in plan with the original 
jamb mould of the entrance (now built up) to the western cloister 
of the Cathedral, but differs somewhat from the details still pre- 
served of St. John's Priory, which were undoubtedly of Bishop 
Jocelin's time. The jamb of the entrance arch of the porch is 
merely a rough copy of the lower arch of Jocelin's work in the 
Cathedral. 

It is to be regretted that no authentic record has yet been found 
to inform us either of the exact date of the building, or who was 
the builder of those older portions of the present edifice. In the 
absence of better evidence, the consideration of a few facts con- 
nected with our parish church, contemporaneous with the time to 
which I have referred, will not be uninteresting, and may possibly 
lead others to investigate the subject with more skill and care than 
I have been able to bestow on it. 

I have already stated that the donation or appropriation of the 
Church must be attributed to Bishop Robert ; and suggested 
that he built the original parish church. Of that building 
nothing is now known to exist except the Norman pillar-piscina 
noticed by Mr. Freeman, and possibly a fragment of the wall 
near the south pOrch. The ^* Early English " parts of the pre- 
sent edifice we probably owe, directly or indirectly, to one who 
here first saw the light, and who in after life became one of the 
greatest men of his time, whether we regard him as an Ecclesi- 
astic, as a Statesman, Patriot, or as an Architect, — I mean our 
own townsman, Jocelin of Wells. The precise date of his birth 
is not known, but it is certain that he became connected with our 
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Cathedral at an early ape. On the 28th May, 1204, he was 
consecrated Bishop of Bath and Wells, and like many others of 
the highest dignitaries of the Church, became as much, and 
probably more, engaged in State affairs, as In those appertaining 
to his own profession as an ecclesiastic. Jointly with his brother 
Hugh de Welles, Bishop of Lincoln, he founded the Priory, or 
Hospital, of St. John, on the site of which the new Central Schools, 
are built ; and both ttose eminent men took a leading part, with 
the other Prelates, Barons, and great men of the Kingdom, in re- 
sisting the tyrannical proceedings of King John, and in ultimately 
obtaining that invaluable confession of English Liberties, Magna 
Charta, in which the names of the two brothers prominently 
appear. There are several cogent reasons for assuming that to 
Bishop Jocelin we in some way owe the second Church of St. 
Cuthbert, Among other circumstances bearing on this subject, 
the following facts may be adduced. It has already been shown 
that he was a native of Wells, and that in 1204 he became 
Bishop of this Diocese. In 1240 he confirmed the Church of 
St. Cuthbert to the Dean and Chapter, by a charter, of which the 
following is a translation :— 

" To all Children of Holy Mother Chnroh to whom this present writing shall 
oome ; Jocelin, by divine mercy Bishop of Bath, Greeting in the Lord. Whereas it 
is known to pertain to our office to nphold, with all our strength the rights of the 
church, and watchfully to oversee that neither by our carelessness or negligence its 
rights may sustain any injury : — We have confirmed the Church of St. Cuthbert in 
Wells, with the appurtenances, which it has hitherto freely and peaceably possessed, 
to the Chapter of Wells, by our Episcopal authority ; to be held by them for ever 
in augmentation of their Commons : Saving a competent Yicar to the same church : 
— ^Wherefore the said Chapter of our Church shall present a fit man to us and our 
successors whenever there shall happen to be a vacany. In Proof and witness 
whereof we have caused our seal to be affixed to this writing. Giyen at Kingsbury, 
the morrow of St. German, the Bishop, by the hand of Master WsJter de 
Magdenston, in the thirty fifth year of our pontificate." 

By another charter. Bishop Jocelin, after reciting that the 
income of the Church of St. Cuthbert, which had been assigned, 
to the Minister thereof in the time of his predecessors, was slender 
and in^ufficient, augmented it in many respects, and conferred on 
the church lands of considerable value, and other good things to 
its augmentation ; and, with the consent of John Sarecin, then 
Dean of Wells, and the Chapter of Wells, he granted the profits 
and returns of the Grange for distribution of daily commons ; 
any surplus to go to the Canons Residentiary, at the end of the 
year. This charter was sealed and confirmed by the Dean and 
Chapter In their Chapter house on the 16th November^ 1242^ only 



Digitized by 



Google 



ST. CUTHBERT'S CkURCH. 



9 



three days before Bishop JoceKn's death. The church, as 
it now stands, as already observed, has been the work of 
many different hands, and of many different periods. Any 
attempt to assign dates to these changes and alterations must 
be ahnost entirely conjectural. In its present state, as Mr. 
Freeman truly observes, it has the appearance of a perpendicular 
structure, but a more critical examination will at once disclose 
the variety of its dates. The old pillars in the nave seem to 
have been raised to meet the requirements of the increased height 
of the church, the capitals being again brought into use. The 
original height of the churcih, before the addition of the perpen- 
dicular clerestory, can easily be seen, the old gable, or roof-line, 
having been left undisturbed in the western wall of the nave. 
The chief part of the alterations and additions were probably 
effected before the end of the fourteenth, or soon after 
the commencement of the fifteenth century, though much 
has been done since that time. The "low-pitched roof" of the 
nave is a singularly fine example of carpentry and carving. 




Its tie-beams spring from wooden brackets^ their open spandrils 
being elegantly carved. The oak cornice, which is continued round 
the nave, is ornamented with rosettes, and at regular intervals are 
figures of angels with open wings, each holding a book or a shield, 
some of which are charged with armorial bearings, and on others 
are hieroglyphical characters not easily described or understood. 
In the centre of the beams are other shields, on which are repre- 
sented symbols of the Crucifixion, Masonry (the square and 
compasses), and on one are the arms of the old Wells family of 
Coward. The whole of this admirable work has been daubed 
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with paint, which very seriously detracts from its original design 
and beauty. In the aisles the roof is plain, with oak beams, mostly 
in square panels, that in the south transept being much more 
elaborate than in the other parts, particularly several of the bosses, 
which are elaborately carved ; one representing a Crown, forming 
a canopy to a Rose, is indicative of the date of this part of the 
church. The roof of the Chancel is a modem attempt at an 
imitation of the nave roof. There are distinct notices of repairs 
and alterations in the building, in the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries. Heiiry le Eyr, of Wells, made his will, January 25th, 
1341, and after directing that his body should be interred in the 
Church-yard of St. Cuthbert, among other legacies, is the follow- 
ing : — (translated) "Also I leave to the building (fahrica) of the 
same church of St. Cuthbert's, one cauldron of lead." We also 
learn from the Cathedral records that considerable repairs were 
effected in the chancel in 1481, when the Dean and Chapter 
appear to have incurred charges " for the spyke nayll employed 
for the chancell of St. Cuthbert's; for 300 lbs of lead ; 6 lbs of 
sawder ; and one sack of lime used on the chancell aforesaid." 
In 1550 there is a notice in the capitular records of the receipt 
of 45s. 5d. for lead sold, at 1 Jd. per lb., to the wardens of St. 
Cuthbert. 

The church attributed to Bishop Joceline was probably a 
cruciform structure, with a central tower. That there was a 
central tower is an unquestionable fact. If we had nothing 
more to guide us than the massive pillars which still stand at the 
eastern end of the nave, they alone would be almost conclusive 
on this point. But there is other evidence bearing on the 
subject, which places the matter beyond all doubt. In the book 
containing the proceedings of the Corporation of Wells, under 
date A.D. 1561, the following record occurs : — 

♦* ^jentcraitb : That at this tyme ther is appoynted a Collec'on by the M'r of the 
Towne for the Newe makinge and settynge vppe the Churche where the 
Styple did stand; and they whose [names] be vnder named and wryten 
appoynted Collecto*s for ye same : and ther Streates and snm'es delyVed then 
for the firste paymente towardes the same Buldinges : — 

Highe Strete. — Will'm Linge and Will'm Smythe, Drap/ ther s'm is in that 
Strett, £xxxviii. xi. 

Chamberleyn Strete. — Christover White, and Thomas Lndwell, OoUecto's ther 
£iiij. iij. viij. 

Cnd'bte Strete. — Edward Egill and Nicholas Instrige, CoUecto's ther, the s'm 
£vj. iiij. viij. 

SonthovSre.— Thomas Isaacke and Bobert Chicke, CoUecto's ther, the e'm is 
£vj. vj. iiij. 
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This gives a total of £55 5s. Sd.^ — a large sum at that time, and 
sufficient to complete a considerable amount of work. Moreover, 
it is stated to be the *' firste paymente,'* and therefore it is clear that 
the reparations must have been extensive and important^ rendered 
necessary, possibly, by the fall or removal of the central tower. 
The present chaacel aisles seem to indicate considerable altera- 
tions and enlargements made towards the close of the fourteenth 
century, as may be seen by comparing the sections of the arches 
between the transepts and nave with those between the transepts 
and chancel arches. The piscina and sedilia in the chancel are 
probably of this date. 

The precise date of the erection of the present tower has not 
been ascertained, but it probably preceded the raising of the nave 
and the addition of the roof. An original inventory, or account, 
of ornaments and articles belonging to the church, then in the 
custody of the churchwardens, under date 9 Henry VI. (a. d. 
1430), affords a clue to the real age of the tower. The account 
in question, after enumerating divers other articles, contains the 
following items; **Also two rings given towards mending the 
Cross. And they (the Wardens) answer for six rings given 
towards the new tower ^ one of which is of gQld." The new tower 
here referred to is undoubtedly the existing tower, which, it is not 
improbable, was then approaching completion. 

And here I again appeal to Mr. Freeman^s opinion on the 
character of this tower. After speaking of the want of docu- 
mentary evidence as to the date of its erection, he says that he 
placed St. Cuthbert's in the first rank of towers, giving Wrington 
the pre-eminence, and allotting that of St Cuthbert a secondary 
place in the rank ; and concludes with these expressive words : 
" still, there could be no doubt that it was, in its general effect, 
one of the noblest towers in Somersetshire, and therefore one of 
the noblest towers in England." Thus this beautiful example of 
church architecture may safely be said to be almost without a 
rival in the West of England, a district proverbial for its church 
towers. 

In the western front of the tower, is a window, of large dimen- 
sions, filled with tracery. On each side of this window, near its 
base, is a niche, now empty, under which is a shield, charged 
with armorial bearings, slightly obliterated. Over the window 
are three other niches, also empty, that in the centre being 

c2 



Digitized by 



Google 



12 ST. cuthbebt's chubch. 

larger than Hie others. These niches possibly contained the 
figures of the Saviour, the Virgin, and St. John. The shield 
towards the south is charged with six roses, 3, 2, and 1 ; [^Palton]. 
impaling three torteaux, over all a label of three points 
[^Courtenay]. The other shield is also charged with the six 
roses, impaling a Griffin Segreant. [Botreaux], The first of 
these shields has the bearing of a Palton married to a Courtenay ; 
the second that of another Palton (probably the brother and 
successor of the first named Palton) married to a Botreaux. 
From evidence found in other armorial bearings in the old manor 
house at Croscombe, coupled with, and partially explained by 
documentary accounts, we know that the last-named Palton 
married, secondly, a lady of the Wilington family as early as 
141 1-12. It is therefore probable that the lower part of the tower 
of St. Cuthbert must have been erected before 1411, and pos- 
sibly begun not much earlier than 1400. That the persons, or 
some of them, whose arms are represented in these shields, were in 
some important degree, benefactors to the church, and probably 
built, or provided means towards building the tower, cannot, I 
think, admit of any reasonable doubt. 

The family of Palton was connected with this locality from an 
early date. The name is derived from Paulton, in this county. 
Sir John Palton (according to Collinson) lived in the time of 
Edward III. (1327-1377), and his descendants continued to live 
at Paulton until 28 Henry VI. (1450), when the name ended in 
two females, cousins and co-heiresses of William de Palton, the 
last male heir. John de Palton was Sheriff of Somerset and 
Dorset 1352-1354. The Paltons were well known in Wells. 
Persons of that name are frequently mentioned as witnesses in 
Wells deeds. Nicholas de Palton occurs in documents 1315, 1316, 
1335, and 1340. John de Palton 1325, 1335, and 1336. Walter 
de Palton in 1316. Collinson and Phelps both give us some 
particulars of the family, particularly of Sir William Palton, who 
held the manor and hamlet of East Horrington of the Bishop 
of Bath and Wells in the time of Henry VI. (1422-1460), 
by the service of* a Knight's fee. The hamlet of Dulcote 
was also held in the same way, and both these manors and 
hamlets were in 1487, assigned and settled by Bishop Bobert 
Stillington on a Guild or Fraternity at Croscombe, to 
which it remained annexed until the dissolution of all such 
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ST. CUTHBEBT*S CHURCH. 13 

establishments, at or soon after the Reformation. In CoUinsorCs 
and Phelps^ s account of Croscombe, it appears that ** 28th Henry 
VI. (1449), Sir William Palton, Knt,, held the manor and 
advowson of the church, together with eight messuages and 
sixty acres of land, of Edward, Duke of Somerset, as of hia 
manor of Curry Mallet ;" and Phelps tells us that "the manorial 
house stood on the north side of the Church.** When he wrote 
(1839) this manor house had been sold and converted into a 
chapel, to which use it has been continued ever since. This 
house was the manorial mansion of the Faltons, and buUt by one 
of that family. Now it is a remarkable and most interesting 
fact, that there are very strong reasons for assuming that the 
same persons who built, or contributed towards building, the 
tower of St Cuthbert, also contributed largely to the erection of 
the church of Croscombe. In the roof of tlds church are to be 
seen, on the north side, the arms of Palton alone, on one shield, 
and directly opposite on the other side, on another shield, 
the arms of Botreaux ; and there is additional evidence (already 
referred to) of the connection I have suggested in the old 
manor house at Croscombe, where there are three shields on 
a stone bracket inserted in the south wall, the centre shield 
charged with the arms of Palton alone, on the left side Palton 
impaling Botreaux, and on the right Palton impaling Wilington 
— (Gulesy Saltier vair). I have not been enabled to obtain 
the name of the lady of the Courtenay family, but it is cer- 
tain that the Courtnays were allied with several Somersetshire 
families, and from 1410 to 1413 Richard Courtenay was Dean 
of Wells. I may also say that Isabel, daughter of Nicholas 
de Moels, ajad his wife Margaret, daughter of Hugh Courtenay, 
married Sir William Botreaux, who died 33 Edward III 
(1358) and left a son married to Elizabeth, daughter of 
Balph Daubeny, who built the church of North Cadbury. 
They also held considerable possessions in Somersetshire, 
including the manors of Crewkerne, Wootton Courtenay, 
and other large estates. John de Courtenay and Hugh de 
Courtenay occur as two of the chief possessors of land in this 
county, in the time of Edward I. The connection between the 
families of Wilington and Palton is noticed by Collinson in his 
history of the parish of Brompton Balph, where it is said that Sir 
John Wilington died possessed of that manor 20 Bichard II. 
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(1396), leaving a son of his own name, who dying 13 Henry IV. 
(1411), left issue, Elizabeth, wife of Sir John Palton, Knt, who 
died possessed of the manor in her right, 28 Henry VI. (1449). 
In CollinsorCs history of the parish of North Petherton, it is said 
that Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John Wrothe, by Margaret, 
daughter of Sir John Wilington, Knt., also married Sir John 
Palton, Knt., and died without issue. His second wife was pro- 
bably the Elizabeth Wilington above named. The family of 
Botreaux also had extensive possessions in Somersetshire, includ- 
ing the manors of Standerwick, Cheddar, and Shipham, all of 
which, with other large estates, were settled by William Lord 
Botreaux, in 1426, on his daughter Anne, on the occasion of her 
marriage with Sir John Stafford. William de Botreaux's name 
is included among those of the great landowners and men of note 
in the reign of Edward I. 

The shields in the tower St. Cuthbert's church are enclosed 
in quatrefoils of a decorated character. The retention of this 
shape seems to be a curious local peculiarity, being found also in 
the stained glass of Bishop Bubwith's library, over the eastern 
cloister of the cathedral, and in a fragment of stained glass re- 
maining, 1871, in the north aisle of the church at Dinder. These 
quatrefoils have led some persons to the conclusion that the 
shields may be of earlier date than they really are, but the in- 
stances adduced where a similar style has been followed, and in 
one of which the date is with certainty known (Bubwith's library), 
leaves little or no room to doubt the actual date of the two 
shields in question. 

The recent removal of a very ugly organ gallery, constructed 
of wood, of comparatively modem date, and the destruction of 
an adjoining apartment used as a place of meeting for parish 
vestries, has opened a clear and uninterrupted view of the in- 
terior of the church from the eastern to the western end, and ex- 
hibits to great advantage the stately panelled tower arch^ as well 
as the vaulting of the tower itself. 

Much more may be said in connection with the church and 
tower, if minute details were necessary. The accompanying 
illustrations will convey a much more correct idea of the char- 
acter and present state of the exterior of the entire edifice than 
can be given in any other manner. 

The appropriation of the church of St. Cuthbert to the Dean 
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and Chapter of Wells has already been noticed, and it has always 
been held by that body, except during the time of Cromwell, 
when deans and chapters ceased to exist. Many changes in 
church affairs, and church property occurred at, and subsequent 
to the Eeformation. In 1547 Dean Fitzwilliams surrendered the 
Deanery to the King, (Edward VI.), and soon afterward a special 
Act of Parliament was passed for re-constituting it. These pro- 
ceedings caused serious doubts as to the title of the Dean and 
Chapter to their privileges and possessions, and at length it was 
deemed necessary to apply to Queen Elizabeth for a new charter 
of incorporation, which was obtained in 1592. By that Charter 
the church of St. Cuthbert, (with others), was re-granted and 
confirmed to the Dean and Chapter and their successors, together 
with certain pensions or sums to be paid by the vicar, for the time 
being. These pensions consist of annual payments of £20, 
£13 6s. 8d., and 13s. 4d., all of which will be noticed again in 
another part of this work. 

ECCLESIASTICAL JUEISDICTION. 

The jurisdiction of the Dean and Chapter in the parish of St. 
Cuthbert was originally independent of the Bishop; but this 
privilege was challenged on several occasions, and caused many 
and serious controversies between the chief dignitaries of the 
Cathedral At length Bishop Joceline de Welles attempted to 
bring about a settlement of these unseemly disputes, and for 
that purpose he granted a charter, or award, of which the follow- 
ing is a translation : 

" To all the faithful in Christ to whom this present writing shall oome. Josoelin by 
the g^Aoe of God Bishop of Bath, Gfeeting : — Elnow all of jou that a dispute having 
arisen between onr beloved sons W[illiam] the Dean, and H the Sub-Dean 

of Wells, touching the jurisdiction of the City and suburbs of Wells, which has, 
with the nnanimous consent of the parties, been referred to us for settlement : — It 
is thus decided, — that is to say — That whenever the Dean of Wells for the time 
being, shall be present (in residence), he shall have the cognizance and decision of 
causes, but the Dean being absent, and the Sub-Dean present, the Sub-Dean shall 
have the cognizance of the said causes ; but if it shall happen that both are absent, 
then the power of giving judgment shall remain with the Dean : But of the house- 
hold servants of ourselves, and our successors, for the time being, it shall be as 
follows ; — the Bishop for the time being, or his official, or he to whom their powers 
in this respect may have been assigned, may determine these causes in the pre- 
sence of the persons [interested], the practice of the ^ng's Court being always 
followed : — Neveitheless, if a money fine shall happen to be imposed upon any 
person of the city, or the suburbs, who may be immediately under us, or our sue 
cessors, for the time being ; that money fine shall be applied to the use of the 
fabric of the Church of Wells, without any diminution or deduction whatsoever : 
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Of the other profits of the jorisdiotion (fi the said City and snbnrbs, each of them 
[the Dean and Snb.Dean] shall receive any fine which may be imposed daring the 
period of his jurisdiction, or that of his delegate, the stipend of the common 
Apparitor being deducted therefrom, in proportion to the amount of such fines 
which either of them shall receive : Also they shall keep a common Boll of judg- 
ments which each of them shall keep by turns during his period of jurisdiction. 
In proof and witness whereof, we the said W. the Dean, and H. the Sub-dean, and 
the Chapter of Wells, have a^xed our seals. Done at Wells, the morrow of the 
Apostles Fhib'D and James, in the thirty-first year of our pontificate. [2nd May, 
1237]. 

In 1321 the controversy was renewed between Bishop 
Drokensford^ and John Godele^ the then Dean» and the Chapter. 
The differences were ultimately settled, — the Bishop recognizing 
the jurisdiction of the Dean and Chapter, and excluding himseLf 
and his successors from future meddling therewith, unless in 
causes of appeal, or complaint, or grievance. This arrangement 
was evidenced by two instruments, one dated at the Temple, 
•London, 9th August, 1321 ; and the other at Wells, the 18th 
January, 1321. Another dispute occurred on the same subject 
between the Dean and Chapter and Bishop Balph de Salopia, 
which ended in a renewed recognition of the jurisdiction of the 
Dean and Chapter. 

The spiritual jurisdiction, In more modem times, underwent 
some alterations. For a long period prior to 1847 the Dean had 
jurisdiction over the Out-parish, but the Bishop had spiritual 
authority in the In-parish. In 1847, all ** peculiar ^ jurisdictions 
belonging to the Dean, were abolished by the Act of 10 and 11 
Vict. Chap. 98 ; and by that Statute the sole jurisdiction over 
both parishes was (and is now) vested in the Bishop, who, as 
Ordinary, holds a Visitation for St Cuthbert every third year, 
and in the other two years Visitations are held by the Arch- 
deacon of Wells. 
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llpg^lHANTEIES were designed for Priests to pray and chant 
H^m masses for the souls of the founders, their friends, and 
^^^ benefactors, as well as for the King who had licensed the 
foundation. They were generally more or less endowed, the 
revenues being mostly applied in payment of the stipends of the 
priests for the duties they had to perform ; and the bodies of the 
founders were often buried in or near their chantry chapels. 
Private masses were not permitted to be celebrated at the High 
Altar, and this wds one of the causes for the founding of small 
chantry chapels, of which many exist in churches at this time, 
though they were suppressed, and the majority of them were de- 
molished at, or soon after, the Beformation. Priests, not betieficed, 
were generally preferred for these chantry chapels, because 
they could devote more of their time to the performance of the 
duties they undertook to do. It often happened that several 
chantries were founded at the same altar and in the same chapel. 
These chantries vastly increased within the 150 or 200 years 
which preceded the Reformation, from the facilities given for 
evading the law of Mortmain by means of royal licenses, 
from which the' King derived a considerable revenue. 

The precise number of Chantries and Altars in the Church of 
St. Cuthbert, I cannot take upon myself to determine, but I 
have found distinct notices in the city records, of altars with 
the following dedications : — 

The B. V. Mary (two); The Holy Trinity; St. John; St. 
Peter; St. Paul; St. Michael; St. Cuthbert; St. Erasmus; 

D 



Digitized by 



Google 



18 ST. cuthbert's chuech. 

St. Nicholas ; St. Catherine ; St. Anne ; St. George ; St. 
Ethelred ; The Holy Cross ; St Saviour. 

The Altar of Holy Trinity is more frequently noticed in the 
city records, than any other in the church. The chapel is on the 
west side of the north transept, and is still called the ** Trinity 
Chapel." The unusual connection between the Corporation of 
Wells, and the church of St. Cuthbert, from a very remote 
period, will be noticed hereafter. In 1497 an ordinance was 
made by the Corporate body that the wax candles used in the 
creation of Burgesses (at that time evidently a ceremony par- 
taking of a religious character) should in future be given to the 
" Gilde of the Holy Trinity." In 1554 another ordinance was 
made that every burgess that refused ** to pay yerely, — quart'ly 
— one peny ; or ells fourpence at the yer ende, to the Wardens 
of the Trinite for the tyme beyng at ther acompte, for the whiche 
ther is dayly one seculer P'ste syngyng for theyre good estate, 
and for the sowles of theyre frendes dep'ted," should be 
" discomyn'd," «>., deprived of the freedom and privileges of the 
city. This was during the reign of Queen Mary. 

The connection between the Corporation and the Trinity altar 
seems to have been of a very close and intimate nature. The 
Wardens were usually associated with the corporate body 
when new local statutes were to be enacted. This will appear 
by the following extract from the Municipal acts in 1540, when 
an ordinance was recorded to the following effect : — 

" At tbis hall of GoBvoca^on hit is agreed, ordeyned, made and enacted, that 
John Godwyn, Maist'r (Mayor) of the Cite of Wells, gent., John Cut, John Wills, 
and Bobert Phillips, late Maisters of the same cite, John Mawdley, gent., Bob't 
Beck'm, auditor, Bichard Browne, and Thomas Lewis, constables, the Trimte 
wardeynes for the tyme heyng, John Godwyn, th'onger, Alexander Bosgroye, 
Thomas Attwell, and Bichard Frempton, to be of the chief connsell of the same 
cite, and they at any convoca^on, or congrega^on, or hall, shall eyther in ther 
com'on hall, or checker house, by the M*r (Mayor), for the tyme beyng, comanded, 
p'ysed, and by the towne clerke, or his depute, sufficiently monyshed, and warned, 
by the space of thre dayes, to make, ordeyne, and enact any statute, ordin'oe, or 
decre, laudable and welthy by them thowte for the com'on welthe of the saide 
cite ; and all such statutes, ordin'ces and decres by them so made heraf t' to be of 
full power and auctoryte and strength ; and yf any of the said p'sons at any such 
convoca^on, congregagon, or hall, in man'er above writen, comanded, p'ysed, and 
warned, make def alte and come not, we wyll that vi. of the p'sons with the M'r of 
the towne for the tyme beyng, so ther beyng p'sent, the resydew so contumal 
absent, shall make, ordeyn and enact any statute, ordin'ce and decre lawdable and 
welthy by them thowte for the said com'on welth ; and all such statutes, ordin'ces 
and orders by them so made hereafter, to be of like power, auctoryte, and strength 
as above writen." 

Another instance of the importance of the Trinity Altar is 
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found in the oath taken by every bar$;ess in 1553, on being 
admitted to his freedom, which was as follows : — 

" I shall faith and trougth here to the King ar^ Queue's Ma'tie, Qaene Mary, and 
true be to the Masters and Barges of the Cite of Welles, and the Cite helpe wt. my 
goodes and Catall to mj powre, andtmelje the vsages of the plaoe maynteTne and 
BosteTne, and my Brother worshipp as he is worthy : and to the ' Semly come 
when I am sompnyd and may come ; and also the oonnsail ^f the plaoehold and 
kepe, and Bnznm and obedyent be to the Maist^r in Worde and dede at all 
tymes, and a Brother he to the Qyld of the Blessyd Trhwte, quarterly Tpan^n a peny as 
other Bwrges do, and tmely my f yne pay, — Soe helpe me Qod and halydome, and 
by the holy Evangelist." 

Note. — The words in itaUos are erased in the original oath. The name " Mary '* 
is stmok through, and the name " Elizabeth ** substituted for it. 

These several examples occurred at or soon after the 

Reformation, and were probably only revivals of ancient custom. 

In 1561, the following ordinance occurs: 

** Wheras of olde yt was accustomed that the M*r of the Towne and the zziiij, 
together wyth the burgeses, did pay yerelye vnto the Trynitie idtar : eeoh M'r, 
and the xxiiij, viijd. ; and ev'y Barges iiijd. : — ^It is nowordeyned by the seyed M*r 
and Burgeses, that the sayed yerlye pengons, or anuytes. shaU be by two of the 
eayed xxiiij, yerlye collected and gathered ; to be disposed by the M'r of the Towne 
and hys brethren in almes, as to theyre dyscresyons shal seeme moste mete and 
expedyent, and moste especyaUy to the poor burgeses of thys Towne." 

This was in the early days of Queen Elizabeth, and was one 
of the results of changes then being effected. 

Penalties for offences against the municipal laws of the city 
were often ordered to be paid to the Wardens of the Trinity 
Altar. The Corporation also examined and audited the accounts 
of the Wardens of several if not all the Chantries in the church, 
including that of the Holy Trinity, as will be seen from the 
following extract from the City records, under date 1507 : — 

It was ordeyned and stratelye oomanded that ev'y Barges that hath occupied 
the office of Wardenship of the Trynyte, that they and e\r*ryche of hem brynge to 
the Mayster (Mayor) and his brethrene the arrearages of theyre acomptes athyr 
halfe the Feste of Midsumer nexte ensewinge, vpon peyne of discomyne.*' 

The Chantry Chapel of the Holy Trinity is undoubtedly an addi- 
tion made to the Church after the erection of the transept. This is 
evidenced by the difference in the style of the building, and by 
the window in the western wall of the transept, and the small 
windows, or slits, in the eastern wall of the ancient exchequer, 
or treasure-house of the church. 

The Altar in the north transept, on the east side of, and 
adjoining the Trinity Chapel, was dedicated to the B. V. Mary 
and is usually designated " the Ladye Chapel." The beautiful 
reredos in this chapel is of earlier date, and more elaborate and 
elegant in its design, than that in the South transept. Both these 
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reredos were discovered in 1848 by Mr. Henry Powell, the then 
churchwarden, in the course of renovations effected by him at 
that time. The Reformation Vandals denuded these elaborate 
works of art of nearly all their original beauty by turning the 
sculptured statueB out of their niches, breaking them into pieces, 
and returning the fragments into their former positions so as to 
fill up the spaces, finishing their barbarous work by chopping 
off the projecting sculptured ornaments, and then concealing the 
whole by thick coats of plaster, giving it the appearance of a 
solid wall. In the reredos in the chapel in the north transept, 
there were two tiers of niches, five in ea,ch. The centre niche in 
the lower tier was of larger dimensions than any of the others, 
and probably contained a figure of the Saviour. The reredos 
in the chapel in the south transept, though not so elaborate in its 
details as the other, was a most beautiful example of mediasval 
sculpture. It was erected in 1470, at the cost of the corporation ; 
another instance of the close connection of that body with the 
parish church. The contract for building it is enrolled in the 
municipal records, and the following is a copy of it : — 

"JBere Begynneth the endentv/re hyiwixt Maister WilUam Yowell, Mcdster of Towne 
of WelUs, WilUomi Stehglpath and ThorrCs Coorsett of the one p'tye, chosen Wa/rdeynes 
for our ladA/ Awter, And John Stowell, ffreemason of the other ^Hye, for the makyng of 
the ffronte of the Jesse abbe owr lady Awter, at Beynt Cidhhertus Chv/rche in WelUs 
aforesaide. 

" This Endentu' at Wellis in the Schire of Som't the xxv day of fEebr,' the yer* 
of our lord mccoolxx and the yer of King Harr' the vi from the bygynnyng xlix 
bytwene Maister William Vowell Maister of the Cite of Wellis, William Stekilpath 
and Thorn's Coorset, Wardeynes of our lady Awter in the Church of Seynt Cuth- 
bert in Wellis forseid on yat oon p*tie And John Stowell of Wellis foresaide, 
ffreemason, on that other p'tie, Witnessefch that the saide John Stowell hath take 
to make, and shall make or do to be made, wel sufficiantly and werkmanly and 
pleynorly p'forme and within xvi monythes next suyng the dat* of this 
endenture all the workmanship and masonry orafte of a frounte Innyng to the 
Awter of our lady within the Church of Seynt Cuthbert of Wellis forsaide in the 
South yle of the same, the which front shal extend in brede fro the koyne of the 
Arch beying in the north party of the said awter into the Angill beying in the 
south side of the Awter forsaid. Also the said frounte shall A Bise in heith from 
the growdyng of the said Awter vnto the Wal plate of the yle foresaide, or ellis 
litel tak so as it may most conveniently bep*porcened and most stablisht. In which 
frounte shal stande three stagis of Imagery acordyng to the genelogy of our lady 
with there basynges hovelis and tabernaolis well and werkemanly made & wrought. 
Ther shal also arise from the basynges of the aside frounte bytwene Image and 
Image Coorses wel and werkemanly wrought, trayles rennynge in the said coorses. 
acordyng to the werkes foresaid, with two wyngis comyng out from the saide 
frounte after the brede of the Awter freitht with Imagery, such as can be thought 
by the Maister and his Brothers most acordyng to the storye of the said frounte. 
In the lowist p'tie of the which stagis shal be a Jesse; — the whych Jesse shal 
lynyally runne from Image to Image through alle ye foresaid frounte, and coorses 
as werkemanly as it canne be wrought : To all the which werkes and businesse the 
foresaide John Stowell shal fynde or do fynde alle man of stuffe^ as wel freeston, 
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fair and p'fitable, as rongli ston, lyme, sonde, Iryn, ledde, and scafote tymb,' and 
alle other siuffe necesqa^ to ye saide werkes to be had, for the which werkmanship 
and stuffe, as it is above writt, the foresaid John Stowell shal have and receyve of 
the saide Maister or Wardeynes, or of ther deputes xU. in goode & lawful money of 
ynglond, in such wise, and at such tyme as it sayth herafter ; f urst, at the sealyng 
of this indenture xis. ; and after yat wekely, as it may be vnderstand that the 
werke g^ith forth. Alle the residewe to be paide atte the ende of the foresaid 
werkes, say ve allewey before that the saide Maister and Wardeynes have remayning 
in ther hands tyl the foresaide werkes be p'fectly ended cs. For alle the which 
covenants wel and trewly to be p'formed the said John Stowell byndeth hymselfe 
his eyris, and his executors by obligacon in xxZ. to be paide to the saide M' William 
Vowell or to [his] assignes, if so bo it that the saide Johm breke any of the 
Covenants foresaide. 
" In Witnesse wherof ye parties foresaid have put ther seales, &c." 

As will have been inferred from the language of the curious 
document just quoted, this reredos, in its perfect state, was in- 
tended to represent the genealogy of our Blessed Saviour. At 
the base of the reredos was a life-size recumbent figure of Jesse, 
sculptured in freestone, from which a kind of branch, or stem, 
ran through each tier of the niches above. The figure of ^^ Jesse " 
can still easily be traced, those portions only which projected 
beyond the surface of the wall having been chopped off. Much 
of the vine-like sculptured ornamental work on the divisions of 
the niches also remains. 

It is certain that there was an altar dedicated to the B. V. 
Mary existing in this chapel long before the erection of the 
reredos there. Of this we have abundant evidence in the city 
records, an example of which in the following grant (translated) 
is here given : — 

" Know all men present and to come, that I, John the Boper burgess of Wells, 
have given, granted, and by this my present deed confirmed to William Atte Wode, 
and John Mareys, Keepers of the fraternity of the Blessed Mary, of the Church of 
Saint Guthbert at Wells, and to their brethren, and their successors for ever, six 
shillings and eightpence of annual rent issuing from a certain messuage and 
curtilage to the same adjoining, which Philip Wylmot holds of me for the term of 
his life, in Wells aforesaid, on the south side of the road which leads to Touker 
Street, which is situate between the tenement of Benedict Boke, on the east, and 
the tenement which was of Edith the Salter on the west. To have and to hold 
the aforesaid 6s. 8d, of annual rent issuing from the messuage and curtilage 
aforesaid, with the reversion of the said messuage and curtilage to accrue to the 
aforesaid William and John, their brethren and successors for ever, of the chief 
Lord of the fee, by the service therefore due and of right accustomed. Which said 
messuage with the curtilage and all its appurtenances, after the death of the said 
Philip ought to revert, shall remain to the aforesaid William and John, keepers 
aforesaid, and to their brethren and successors for ever. To hold in capite of the 
Lord, &c., and I the aforesaid John the Boper and my heirs, :the aforesaid six 
shillings and eightpence annual rent, issuing from the messuage and curtilage 
aforesaid, together with the reversion of the said messuage and curtilage when it 
shall accrue as aforesaid, to the aforesaid keepers and their brethren and suc- 
cessors against all men will warrant, acquit, and forever depend. In testimony 
whereof my seal is affixed to these presents, — these being witnesses, — Nicholas 
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de Crifltesham, Henry Bondjob, Thomas de Mertok, Richard Siawye, Thomas 
Phillips, John Smoggle, Richard Ferrors, and others. Dated at Wells on Thursday 
next after the Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord, in the 46th year of the. reign of 
King Edward the Third after the Conquest [1371].*' 

Some years after this a Chantry was founded before this altar 
by a citizen of Wells, named Thomas Tanner, who died in 
November 14(51, and, by his will, provided for its endowment. 
By his marriage with a daughter of Walter Towker, another 
wealthy citizen (who represented the city in Parliament on 
several occasions), he inherited a large property here, and must 
have been a man of great social influence, which is evidenced by 
the fact that he filled the office of Mayor in 1374, 1379, 1366, 
1392, 1395, and 1400. The will of the testator I have not 
found, but it is probable that the larger portion, if not all his 
landed property became vested in his trustees, under the 
following (translated) death-bed disposition and grant : 

" Eiiow all present and to oome, that I Thomas Tannere, of Welles, have given, 
granted, and by this, my present charter, have confirmed nnto John Wykynge, John 
Brown, and John Wellyngtone, Chaplain, All my lands and tenements, rents, ser- 
vices, and reversions, which I have in the Vill and borough of Welles. I have alsa 
given and granted unto the aforesaid John, John, and John, all those lands and 
tenements, closes, meadows, fields, and pastures, with their appurtenances, which 
I have lately had of the gift and feoffment of Thomas de Mertok, in Cokesleigh, 
within the Hundred of Welles Forum. I have also given and granted unto the 
aforsaid John, John, and John, all those landaand tenements, woods, closes, meadows, 
fields, and pastures^ with all their appurtenances, which I have in Ebbeworthe 
(Ebbor), and La Hope, within the hundred aforesaid. I have also given and granted 
nnto the aforesaid Jolm, John, and John, all that tenement with a^ of its appurten. 
anoes, which I lately had of the gift and feoffment of Stephen Skynnere, of 
Welles, and which formerly belonged to Adam Frankeleyn, in Miltone, near Welles, 
within the himdred aforesaid. I have also given and granted unto the aforesaid 
John, John^ and John, all those lands and tenements, rents, services, and reversions, 
closes, meadows, fields and pastures, with all their appurtenances, which I lately 
had of the gift and feoffment of Edward Draycote, in the parish of Woky, within 
the hundred aforesaid. I have also given and granted unto the aforesaid John, 
John, and John, all those lands and tenements, rents, services, and reversions, 
closes, meadows, fields, and pastures, with all their appurtenances, which I lately 
had of the gift and feoffment of John Knyghte of Chiwton, in the parish of Woky 
aforesaid, and within the hundred aforesaid : — To have and to hold all the afore« 
said lands and tenements, rents, services, and reversions, closes, meadows, fields, 
and pastures, as well within the borough of Wells aforesaid, as within the hundred 
of Wells Forum aforesaid, together with all their rights, liberties, and appur- 
tenances whatsoever, unto the aforesaid John Wykynge, John Brown, and Sir John 
Welyngtone, Chaplain, their heirs and assigns, forever, of the chief lords of those 
fees, by the services due and of right accustomed for the same : And I the aforesaid 
Thomas Tannere and my heirs will warrant, acquit, and defend all the aforesaid 
lands and tenements, rents, services, and reversions, closes, meadows, fields and 
pasturefii, with all their rights, liberties, and appurtenances whatsoever, as is above 
mentioned, unto the aforesaide John Wykynge, John Brown, and John Welyngtone, 
Chaplain, their heirs [and] assigns, against all persons for ever. In witness of which 
thing to this' my present charter I have set my seal ; — These being witnesses, hereto, 
John Blyke, Thomas HorOj Boger Chepman, borgessea of Wells, John Goundenham, 
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William Njtre, John Atte Cliappel, John Pynohard, and others. Given at Welles, 
on Tuesday the Feast of St. Geoelia-the Yiigin, [22 November] in the third year 
of the reign of King Henry, after the Conquest, the Fourth [a. d. 1401] 

For legalising this endowment of his Chantry, the usual 
license in Mortmain was obtained from Henry IV., the date of 
which is 12th October^ in the fourth year of that King's reign, 
and for which fifty marks were paid. The original document 
has appended to it the Great Seal, and it is endorsed with the 
following memorandum; — ^'^ Exhibited at the Koyal Visitation, 
3 September, 1537." This license enabled the Trustees and 
Executors named in the founder's will to make the necessary 
grant, of which the following is a translation from the Latin 
original : — 

To sJl the faithful in Christ who this present charter quadrupartite shall see or 
hear. John Wykyng, John Brown, and John Wellyngtone, Chaplain, greeting in 
the Lord. Know ye that with the leave of our Lord Henry, King of England, 
after the Conquest the Fourth, given at Westminster on the 12th day of October in 
the 4th year of his reign, we have given and granted, and by this our present 
charter quadrupartite have confirmed unto Biohard Groos, Master or Warden of 
the Commonalty of the borough of Wells, and unto the Commonalty of the same 
place, and their successors for ever, Two messuages and two shops, with the appur. 
tenances in Wells, whereof one messuage is situate in the south side of High 
Street of the Till aforesaid, between the messuage of Edward Draycote on the east 
side, and the messuage which John Ta^lMiere and Isabella his wife now hold for 
their lives on the west side ; the other messuage being situate between the afore- 
said messuage which the before named John Ta^Mere and Isabella his wife had, 
on the east side, and the messuage of the Vicars of the New Close at Wells, which 
John Stokes, Taverner, [or Innkeeper] holds on the west side, (now the Somerset 
Hotel) : And the aforesaid two shops are situate together on the north side of the 
same High street, between the messuage of Agnes Eynges, near Gropelane, on the 
east side, and the messuage of William Draycote, of Bristolle, on the west side. We 
have given also and granted unto the same Master and Commonalty and their 
successors for ever four marks of yearly rent, issuing from the aforesaid messuage 
which the before named John Ta^b^re and Isabella his wife now hold in the same 
YiU, together with the reversion of the aforesaid messuage, with the appurtenances 
when it shall fall in. To have and to hold all the aforesaid messuages, shops, rent, 
and reversions, together with all their appurtenances, unto the aforesaid Master and 
Commonalty and their successors for ever, of the chief lords of those fees by the 
services due and of right accustomed for the same ; that so the same Master and 
Commonalty and to their successors for ever shall find one secular Chaplsdn by us 
the before named John "Wykyng, John Brown, and John Wellyngton, Chaplain, so 
long as we shall live, and, after our decease by the Master of the Commonalty afore- 
said for ever for the time being, with the consent of the same Commonalty, unto a cer- 
tain Chantry newly by us, with Grod's help to be begun and founded, to be nominated, 
instituted and inducted ; therein to celebrate divine service in the parish church of 
Saint Cuthbert at Welles, at the Altar of the Blessed Virgin Mary there built, 
at fitting hours for ever, for the healthful stat« of our Lord the King, and of 
Isabella, late wife of Thomas Tannere, of Welles, so long as she shall hve, and for 
the soul of the before named Thomas Tannere, and for the souls of John and Agnes, 
parents of the said Thomas, and for the soul of the before named Isabella when she 
shall have departed this life, and for the souls of Walter and Christin^, parents of 
the same Isabella, and of all their benefactors and friends, and of all the faithful 
deceased, from henceforth daily for ever j and also to do certain other works of 
charity, according to our ordinance in manner below set forth, in the Church of 
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Saint Cathberfc aforesaid. And the said Master and Commonalty and their snc- 
oessors for ever, at Welles, shall pay thereout, in the parish church aforesaid, unto 
the said Chaplain and his successors yearly for ever, celebrating divine service daily 
in the said church of Saint Cuthbert, eight marks of silver at the four common and 
usual terms in the year, in equal portions, for the maintenance and finding of the 
said Chaplain according to our ordinance, in the following foim to be carried out. 
By which ordinance we do ordain that after the first finding and providing of the 
Missal, Chalice, Vestments, and all other ornaments necessary for the said Chanray by 
ns to be done, the aforesaid Master and Commonalty shall support and maintain 
such Missal, Chalice, Vestments, and all other ornaments sufficient and becoming 
that shall for the same Chantry be necessary, for ever at their own proper costs. But 
the aforesaid Chaplain and his successors shall find bread, wine, and light for cele- 
brating divine service at their own proper costs for ever. And the Master and 
Commonalty aforesaid shall keep and perform in every year for ever, upon the 
Feast of St. Katherine the Virgin, the anniversary of the before named Thomas 
Tannere and Isabella his wife, when she shall have departed this life, and of all 
the persons whose names are above written ; on the day of which anniversary they 
shall distribute for ever among the poor of Christ in the parish church aforesaid, 
sixty shillings in bread, and to the Vicar of the church aforesaid sixpence, and to 
every other Chaplain in the same church serving and celebrating, and present at 
such obsequies and at Mass, f ourpence ; to the three clerks of the same church, for 
ringing the bell upon the same anniversary, to each of them, twopence : to the 
crier or " bedeman " of the same Vill, who shall cry the said anniversary in the 
Vill, twopence ; and to the Master of the Commonalty aforesaid, for the time being, 
every year, for his trouble in overseeing that all things aforesaid are properly 
done, six shillings and eightpence of silver ; provided always that upon the said day 
of anniversary he shall cause the present charter publicly to be read in the church 
aforesaid yearly for ever, and this our ordinance well and faithfully in all things to 
be observed ; and if otherwise, he shall receive nothing, but the aforesaid six 
shillings and eightpence shall for that turn be applied to the repair of the said 
church of Saint Cuthbert. And if the aforesaid Master and Commonalty and their 
successors shall at any time in future be negligent or remiss in making payment of 
the said eight marks unto the aforesaid Chaplain, as before stated, or in the other 
charges aforesaid, or any of them, but shall be in part or wholly in arrears for one 
month, then it shall be fully lawful for us, our heirs and assigns, and the Chaplain 
aforesaid for the time being) and his successors, and each of us for himself, to enter 
into all the messuages and shops aforesaid, distrain, and the distresses with us to 
retain, and the said Master and Conmionalty and their successors and their tenants 
to expel therefrom, without gainsaying of anyone, until full satisfaction shall have 
been made as to all arrears of the charges aforesaid, together with damages and 
costs, according to the ordinance of us, our heirs, and the Chaplain aforesaid, for 
the time being. Provided that so often as it shall happen that the said Chantry 
shall in any way be vacant, it shall then be lawful for the aforesaid Master to induct 
and institute into the said Chantry another Chaplain, in manners and knowledge 
skilled and fitting, in place of the Chaplain who before held the said Chantry, in 
manner before stated : solemn and corporal oath, however, being first made by him 
as to making personal residence continually in the said Chantry, and that he will 
not hold any ecclesiastical benefice, Vith cure, or without cure, without resigning 
the said Chantry within one month after the benefice being so obtained, nor will 
serve in the office of parish priest, or any other priestly office beyond eight days, 
nor will receive, celebrate, or allow of, any annual or annuals. And if it shall 
happen that the aforesaid Master, or his successors are negligent in making nomina. 
tion, provision, institution, or induction of the said Chaplain into the Chantry 
aforesaid, and provide no Chaplain within one month after the time of such vacancy 
becoming known to them, for the said Chantry, then we do will and ordain for ua 
and our heirs, that the Prior and Convent of Henton, of the Carthusian order, in 
the Diocese of Bath and Wells, shall nominate and assign unto the aforesaid Master 
some fit Chaplain for the said Chantry for that turn, by the same Master into the 
same to be inducted and instituted, as before stated; the solenm oath aforesaid 
being first [made] however by such Chaplain of and upon the articles above ex- 
pressed ; without which oath we do will that no chaplain shall have any title to the 
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said Ohantry. And if the aforesaid chaplain shall be pnblioly and continually 
incontinent, or in any other manner whatever criminal, and shall be convicted of 
the same, then it shall be folly lawful for the aforesaid M aster and his successors 
to remove the aforesaid chaplain from the said Chantry, and induct and institute 
another in his place in the same Ohantry, without the leave of anyone therto being 
asked, or obtained. In witness whereof to the one part of these indentures, remain- 
ing with the aforesaid Master and Commonalty, we have set our seals ; bat to the 
other three parts of the same, remaining with us, and the chaplain aforesaid, and 
the Prior and Convent aforesaid, the common seal of the Commonalty of the 
borough of Welles aforesaide is appended. Given at Welles, on the twenty.fif th 
day of September, in the fifth year of the reign of King Henry the Fourth, above 
mentioned [a. d. 1404]. 

(The original is endorsed) '' Foundation of the Chantry of Thomas Tanner and 
Isabella his wife." 

The houses granted by the foregoing charter are those adjoin- 
ing the Somerset Hotels and that on the east side^ now occupied 
as the Post -oflSce : and on part of the site of the '* shops *' is the 

house forming the east comer of High Street and Grope Lane 
(now Union Street). 

The founder of the chantry, Thomas Tanner, probably died 
on the 23rd or 24th of November. This is ascertained from the 
fact that his death-bed grant, already quoted, bears date the 
22nd November^ 1401, and the first of the following releases 
or re-grants to his widow, is dated the 25th November, in the 
same year : — 

"This Indenture witnesseth that John Wykynge, John Brown, and John 
Wellyngtone, chaplain, have delivered, granted, and by this indenture confirmed, 
unto Isabelle, late the wife of Thomas Tannere, of Welles, all their lands and 
tenements, rents, services, and reversions, which they lately had of the gift of the 
before-named Thomas Tannere, in Welles, Cokesleghe, Ebbeworthe, Hope, Miltone, 
and Woky: three burgages in the yiU of Welles excepted, situate together on 
the south side of the High-street, in the vill of Welles aforesaid, between the tene- 
ments of Edward Draycote, on the e€tst side, and the tenement of the Yicars of the 
Church of St. Andrew, at Welles, on the west side j one burgage whereof Gregory 
Skynnere now inhabits on the east side, and John Tannere holds another burgage 
for the term of his life and that of Isabelle his wife, and the third burgage, lately 
built, is now in the hands of the said John, John, and John, and also two shops 
excepted, situate together in the same vill, on the north side of the same street, 
between the messuage of the Prior and brethren of the Hospital of St. John at 
Welles, which Agnes Kynge now inhabits, on the east side, and the messuage 
formerly belonging to William Draycote, on the west side, — To have and to hold 
all the aforesaid lands and tenements, rents, services, and reversions with all their 
appurtenances, except as above excepted, unto the aforesaid Isabelle, late the wife 
of the before-named Thomas, for the whole of her life ; she paying yearly for the 
same unto the aforesaid John, John, and John, one rose at the feast of the Nativity 
of St. John the Baptist [24th June], and rendering unto the chief lords of those fees, 
for the aforesaid John, John, and John, all the rents and services due and of right 
accustomed for the same ; and also supporting all other charges upon the said 
tenements incumbent. In witness of which thing, to this present writing the seals 
of the parties hereto alternately are set : and because their seals to many are un- 
known, the seal of the ofl&ce of the Master of the Commonalty of the borough of 
Welles, at the special and personal request of the parties aforesaid, is to these 
presents appended : these being witnesses hereto, John Blythe, the Master of the 
Commonalty of the borough of Welles aforesaid, Thomas Here, Bichard Groos, 
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bnrgess(9B of Welles, John Atte Chapele, John Fynchard, and others. Given at 
Welles, on Sunday next after the feast of St. Katherine the Virgin [25th Nov.] in 
the third year of the reign of King Henry, after the Oonqnest the Fourth." 

[A.D.1401], 

'' To all the faithful in Christ to whom this present writing shall oome, John 
Wykyng, John Brown, and John Wellyngtone, Chaplain, Greeting in the Lord. 
Know ye that we have remitted, released, and wholly for ourselves our heirs, and 
executors for ever, have quit claim unto Isabelle who was the wife of Thomas 
Tannere, of Welles, deceased, all our right and claim which we have had, have, or in any 
way may have in all those lands and tenements, rents, services and reversions, with all 
their appurtenances, which we lately had of the gift and feoffment of the aforesaid 
Thomas Tannere, within the borough of Wells, and in Cokesleghe, Ebbeworthe, 
Hope, Miltone, near Welles, and Woky, within the hundred of Welles Forum ; three 
burgages in the YlU of Welles excepted [description as in the preceding deed] on 
the west side ; so that neither we the aforesaid John Wykynge, John Brown, and 
John Wellyngtone, our heirs or executors, nor any other person in our name, shall 
exact, demand, or have any right or claim in all tiie afoi'esaid lands and tenements, 
rents, services, and reversions, with all their appurtenances, or in any parcel of the 
same, except only the three burgages and two shops above excepted, in any way 
in future, but shall be by these presents excluded from the same for ever. In wit- 
ness of which thing to this our present writing we have set our seals : and because 
our seals to many are unknown, the seal of the office of the Master of the Com- 
monalty of the borough of Welles, at our special request, is to these presents 
appended ; these being witness hereto, John Blythe, the Master of the Commonalty 
of the borough aforesaid, Thomas Hore, Boger Chapman, Richard Groos, burgesses of 
Welles, John Goundenham, John Atte Chapele, John Pyncharde, and others. Given 
at Welles on Tuesday .the Feast of St. John the Apostle and Evangelist, [27 Deo.] 
within the week of our Lord's Nativity, in the third year of the reign of King 
Henry, after the Conquest the Fourth [a, d. 14^1]. 

(The original is endorsed) *' Evidences of Thomas Tannere, and release of John 
Wykynge, John Brown, and John Wellyngtone, feoffees of Thomas Tannere* 
made to Isabella, the wife of the said Thomas, of all lands and tenements 
within the borough of Welles, except three messuages and two shops, pertaining 
to the Chantry of the said Thomas Tannere." 

I have here added another release or re-grant to Isabella, 
Thomas Tanner's widow, as it discloses the fact that Thomas 
Ealey the grantor, was a near relative to Thomas Tanner, and 
had, probably, set up some kind of claim to his property : 

Know all men by these presents that I, Thomas Raley, Parson of the church of 
Bleodon, have remised, released, and wholly for myself and my heirs and 
executors, for ever, quit claim unto Isabelle, who was the wife of my cousin, 
Thomas Tannere, of Welles, John Brown aud John Wellyngtone, Chaplain, [and] 
the heirs and assigns of the same Isabelle, all the right and claim which I have in 
all the lands aud tenements, with the appurtenances, which belonged to the afore, 
said Thomas Tannere, in Welles, Cokesleghe, Ebbeworthe, Hope, Miltone, and Woky, 
and elsewhere, wheresoever in the County of Somerset. Know also all men that I, 
Thomas Ealey, before mentioned, have remitted and released unto the same 
Isabelle, John Brown, and John Wellyngtone, chaplain, and the companions of the 
before-named Isabelle, executors of the testament of the aforesaid Thomas Tannere, 
all manner of actions, real and personal ; that so, neither I, the before-named 
Thomas Ealey, nor my heirs, can have any such action against the aforesaid 
Isabelle, John Brown, and John Wellyngtone, Chaplain, or the companions of the 
before-named Isabelle, executors of the testament aforesaid, or any right or claim 
in the lands and tenements aforesaid, or in any parcel thereof, in future, in anyway 
whatsoever, but shall be wholly excluded from the same for ever by these presents. 
In witness of which thing, to these presents I have set my seal ; and because my 
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seal is to many persons tmknown, the seal of the office of the Master of the Com. 
monalty of the borough of Welles, at my espeoial request, is to these presents 
appended : these being witnesses hereto, John Blythe, the Master of the Com. 
monalty aforesaid, Thomas Here, Soger Chapman, John Wyoombe, Nicholas More, 
and others. Given at Welles, on Monday next after the Feast of St. Gregory the 
Pope [12th March] in the third year of the reign 6t King Henry, after the Conqnest 
the Fourth." [a. d. 1402]. 

The services, and duties, prescribed by the foundation deed pro- 
bably continued until the Beformation, when they ceased. In 
the survey of Chantries, free-Chapels, &c., made by order of 
Edward VL, in the first year of his reign, this Chantry is thus 
noticed : — 

*'The Ghamitrye fonndyd Wthin the paryshe chnrohe ther, called Tanner's 
Ghanntrye, is yerely worth in redy money to be levyed and receyved of the 
issnes, revennes and prefects of the landes ten'ts and heredit^s belong'g to the 
Maister and cominalte of Hbe Gite of Welles, — ^Izvis. viijd. 

Plate and Ornaments, — ^None. 

Memor'd.— John Tnmor, Gierke, Inoa'bent ther. 

In the course of the renovations effected by Mr. Powell, a 
small mural tablet was found inserted in the wall of this chapel, 
thus inscribed in mediaeval characters: ^nntbetsate ^j^Otne 

banner est in ifesto Sb'tt lEtatarine." 

There cannot be much doubt that the remains of the founder, 
Thomas Tanner, and probably of others of his family connections 
were interred in this chapel, where there is still a very ancient 
grave stone, part of the inscription on which still remains, though 
partially concealed by the seats lately placed there. 

In the chapel adjoining the south transept, was another altar 
dedicated to St. Cuthbert, the patron saint of the church. This 
is, in modem times, better known as " Leigh's" or ** Coward's 
Chapel," from the fact that old Wells families of those names, for 
several generations, used it has their peculiar place of worship 
in the church, and as a resting place for their mortal remains 
after death. In Cardinal Pole's pension list (2 and 3 PhilUp and 
Mary), St Cuthbert's Chantry is thus noticed : — 

" Joh'nis Tanner, vlti. Xnoomb' Oant. Sol Onthberti Wellens per ann.,— Ixs." 

It will be observed that the window in the eastern wall of this 
transept is of much earlier date than the corresponding part ou 
the north side. This is noticed in another portion of this work. 

Several of the other Chantries had endowments, whilst others 
were maintained from casual sources, arising from obits, and 
other special gifts of a somewhat similar nature. To the Trinity 
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Chapel belonged houses and lands of considerable value, the gift 
of divers benefactors. The following is a grant for increasing 
the endowment, the original of which (in Latin) is, among others, 
with the city records : 

'*Enow all present and to oome» that I, John the Boper of the borongh of Wells^ 
have given and granted, and by this my present deed, confirmed to William 
Churchstyle, and Ad[am] de Carlton, the keepers of the goods [of the Fraternity] 
of the Holy Trinity in the church of S. Outhbert of Wells, and to their co-brethren 
and successors for ever, One messuage, with the curtilage adjoining and their 
appurtenances in Wells aforesaid 5 which said messuage with the curtilage 
adjoining, is situate in the street which is called Neue-strete, between a messuage 
of the late Stephen Gray, on the south side, and a messuage which Agnes Crosse holds 
of Thomas de Mertok, on the north : To have and to hold the aforesaid messuage 
with the curtilage adjoining, and the appurtenances, to the said William and Adam, 
their co-brethren and successors for ever, of the chief lord of the fee by the ser- 
vices therefor due and accustomed ; And I the said John and my heirs the said 
messuage, with the curtilage adjoining, and the appurtenances, to the said William 
and Adam and their co-brethren and successors against all persons will warrant, 
acquit, and defend for ever. In witness whereof my seal to these presents is affixed, 
(In the presence; of) these witnesses: — ^Walter de Temedebury, John the Boper, 
Eichard Staweye, Thomas Phillipps, William Churchstyle, John Smogge, John 
Benedict, and others. Given at Wells, on Tuesday next after the Feast of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Mary, in the 41st year of the reign of Edward tho 
Third after the Conquest.*' [1366]. 

The donor, John le Roper, an eminent citizen of Wells, 
filled the office of Mayor in 1317 and 1347, and probably in 
other years. He was, I believe, interred in the chapel he had 
partially endowed. It is certain that he founded a Chantry in 
the church of St. Cuthbert, which is proved by the will of 
Johanna Drexon, widow of John Drexon, of Wells, Shoemaker, 
made a. d. 1509, by which she gives a legacy of 4d. to the 
chaplain ** Cantarie Joh'es Roper." An obit service was also 
founded in the cathedral for this John le Roper, which was 
endowed with a yearly pension of one mark, or 13s. 4d., payable 
out of a house in Grope Lane, (now Union-street). 

There are numerous other gifts to several of the altars in the 
church, the original grants of which are with the municipal 
records. The following are instances : — 

A. D. 1280. John Wellifed (son and heir of Eoger Wellifed) granted a rent 
of sixpence out of a house in Grope Lane for the sustentation of a light at the 
Altar of the B. V. Mary, payable at Easter to the Proctor of the Light. 

A. D, 1347. Alice, Eelict of John Littlewyn, granted a rent of 5s. out of a tenement 
in a lane called Isaacke's Mead, on the north side of Tucker street, in Wells, to John 
le Roper, Seneschal (Mayor) of Wells, and Warden of the church of St. Outhbert, 
and his successors for ever, to the honor and service of the B.V. Mary, for the soul of 
herself and her husband then deceased, and all the faithful dead. 

A, D. 1371. John le Boper (before noticed) granted to William Churchstyle, and 
William Skynner, Wardens of the goods of the Holy Trinityi a yearly rent of 2s. out 
of a tenement in louker Street, in Wells, 
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The endowments belonging to the different Chantries were, as 
usual in early times, mostly granted on leases for lives, or for 
years. Here is an instance : — 

A. D. 1356. William Ghnrolistyle and John Chnrclistyle, Wardens of the goods 
of the Holy Trinity, with the assent of the Chaplain and Conservators, and all the 
brethren of the said Fraternity, gpranted a tenement in the west part of High 
Street, in Wells, to Sir John Fitzpyn and Eleanor his wife for the term of their 
Uvea, nnder the yearly rent of 2s. 

Besides the endowments before noticed, there were divers 
sums paid for Obits, to the priests who did duty at the altars, 
being moneys given by many different persons for the observance 
with prayers and alms of the day of the anniversary of their 
death. I cannot particularize these donations, which were very 
numerous, but the aggregate amount, at the Beformation, was 
£4. Is. 4d., as will be seen by the following extract from the 
Survey and Report of the Commissioners of Edward VI., before 
referred to : — 

" Obytsfonndyd w'in the paryshe ohnrohe ther ar yerely worthe in annnal rents to be 
levyed as well of the issnes and revenues of the landes and ten'ts belonging to 
the foresayd Maister and Comynalte, as also of one ten't in Chamb'l^yn's 
Streete, wt*in the said Cite, belonginge to the Yioar of the saide paryshe for the 
tyme beinge, — ^£iiij, xvid." 
" Memor'd. — Ther was yerely distributed to the poore people out of the premises, 
xiijs. iiijd." 

Of this sum of £4 Is. 4d., £4 were paid by the Corporation of 
Wells, and the remaining 16d. out of the Vicars' house in 
Chamberlain Street;, as will be noticed in another part of the 
present work. 

The Altar of St. Ethelred is noticed in the Valor Ecclesiasticus 
of Henry VIII. John Byse is said to be the chaplain, and it is 
also stated that he had a pension assigned to him of £3 6s. 8d. 
yearly. 

There was an*obit founded in the church of St Cuthbert by 
Walter de Lechlade, Succentor of the Cathedral It is noticed 
in the capitular records in 1268. 
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|HE apartment on the north side of the naye5 &nd adjoining 
the Chapel of the Holy Trinity, was, in early times, 
called the *^ Exchequer.'* The original purpose for which 
this apartment was designed, was, there cannot be much doubt, 
for the safe keeping of the vestments, plate, and other valuables 
belonging to the church, and the different altars, as well as a 
repository for charters, muniments, books, and accounts relating 
to the Church. This is confirmed by the frequent notices of the 
*^ Exchequer*' in the Churchwardens' accounts in the 14th and 
15th centuries. In 1554, the following entry occurs in the 
corporate records : — 

"Wd that at the 'Gheker in the ohnrohe of Seynt Onthb't, the zij day of April 
the XXV] yere of Kyng Henry VIII., in the presence of William Sabyne, being then 
H'r of the Gyte of Wells (and oijiiers), they then receyved of the sayd M'r and 
Brethren an exemplification vnder the grete scale of Edward the first, con- 
cerning a grant to be dysoharged of all man'er of Telle, safely to be kepte, and to 
be delyvered when it sluBkll be required," 

An earlier instance of a notice of the *' Treasury " occurs in 
the will of Walter de Compton, Burgess of Wells, merchant, 
dated in 1362, which contains divers gifts to the church of St. 
Cuthbert, the cathedral, and for other purposes, including a gift 
to the venerable men. Master Stephen Pempel, Dean, and the 
Chapter of the church of Wells, of a rent of six marks out of a 
tavern and burgage in High Street, opposite Jacob's Well [lately 
known as the Eang's Arms Inn] ; in trust for his wife, Margery, 
for her life, then to the said Dean and Chapter for ever, on con- 
dition of their finding one fit chaplain, who should be a vicar in 
the cathedral, to celebrate at the altar of St. Stephen there, for 
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the Bonis of him and his said wife. The testator then directs 
that the charters (or title deeds) of the said burgage should be 
delivered to the Dean and Chapter, to remain in their archives, 
and they to give security to his executors, to remain in the trea- 
sury of the church of St. Cuthbert in the custody of the Steward 
(or Mayor), of the Gilde [the Corporation], of the Towne of 
Wells, 

After the Beformation it was used as a store, or magazine for 
powder and arms. 

Ther6 are notices of this repository for munitions of war early 
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. In 1568, the Corporation 
purchased arms and powder, and paid for both out of the city 
revenues. In the Receiver's account under date, Jan. 18th, 
11 Eliz. (1569), several entries occur indicative of the disturbed 
state of the nation. The following are examples ; — 

Ifm. Fayd to Wm. Lewes for iij payre of Corslets, £71. ziijs. iiijd. 

It'm. Payd to Bob. Belle for a Pajre of Hamesa that was bought of Yewstres, the 

Smith, zziijs. 
It'm. Fayd Hemy Yewstres for the new dressing of the same harness, and to 

make a new collar unto it, viijs. vjd. 
It'm. Payd to the said Hy. Yewstres for a payre of Gorsletts, zxzs. 
It*m. Payd to GabryeU Houson for vj Morrys Pykes, xxijs. 
It'm. Payd the Drome player at the finite daie of his play, before the mnster and 

at the mnster, viijd. 
It'm. Payd for iij lbs of Gonpowder, bott at snndiy tymes, zviijd. 

On the 12th May, 12 Eliz., the Corporation met and recorded 
their proceedings ; 

" At the same convoca^on it is condiscinded and agreed by the Maister of the 
Towne and his brethrene, viz., Biohard Godwyn, Qent,, now Maister, John Godwyn, 
sen., Will'm Houseman, Bsqnier, Jna Boddie, WiU'm Godwyn, Thos. Lygh, Will'm 
Smyth, capper, Thomas Attwell, Bob. Heath, Will'm Howp'r, Wm. Qamie, Walter 
Gor«?age, wt. others, that Will'm Smyth, Capper, and Bob. Ghycke, constables, shall 
reoeyve and have vnto theyre handes and custody, to be safely kept for the use and 
behofe of the saide Towne,alI suohe Armor, and municions as lately was derveyed. 
by Sir Morres Barkeley, Knight, vnto them, and that ther be a byll indented betwene^ 
the sayde Maistet of the Towne and them of the same, and that the sayde hames 
Bhal be by the saide constables sckowred, dress'd and noade oleane; and to be layde- 
in the Treaswre Hovise of 8a/yncb Cv/tJibeMs Ghwrche, and there to remayne tyU 
f arder order be taken for the same." 

In 1605^ the Corporation met and made the following order: — 

" YHiereas there is certaine powder remayminge in the custodie of Mr. John 
Aishe and Mr. Will'm Bull, viz. in the hands dt Mr. Aishe, \xj his owne confession^. 
Ixxvilbs, and in the hands of Mr. Will'm Bull, by his owne confession, box lbs and 
odd : w*ch powder was p'vided by the towne ; and there is also in the chv/rch, 
in the custodie of the chv/rchwardens, about five barrellsj it is now ordered that the 
said Mr. Aishe and Mr. Bull shall bringe in the powder that is in their hands to fill 
the barrells that are not full in the church ; and it is ordered that what powder 
there wanteth w'ch the towne ought to p'vide, that the same shal be pMdedvppon 
informa^n of the constable, Hugh Meade, and John Hole, gen*all recever who are 
to survey what is there, and also to enf orme what is wantinge. This to be done by 
thursdaie next," 
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At another meeting of the Corporation in 1621^ the following 
record occurs : — 

''A note taken the xxiij of September, 1621, of the Armour, Powder and 
Matches, in the p'senoe of Mr. Henrie Foster, Mr. Hughe Meade, and Mr. Tho. 
Baron: — 

Item. In the ckwrch where the powder doth lye, there are Five Barrells of 
Powder, whioh hath 100 lbs weight to eyerie Bairell, and one Barrell that hath but 
26 lbs. 

In 1626 it is also recorded : — 

"Mr. Vertue Hunt, Maior, viewed the powder remayning in the cTvwrch of 8U 
OtUKberts : — 

Nol, weieth— barrell and all— vxxxii Ibsj No 2, weyes— barrell and all— vjxxx, 
lbs; No 3, weyes — ^barrell and all — 82 lbs ; No 4, weyes — barrell and all — 113 
lbs ; No 5, weyes— In clean powder— 86 lbs : 624 lbs of powder, barrells 
and all. 

Aooompted vi. September, 1626. 

Vertue Hunt, Mayor." 

Not* only was the church thus made the receptacle of munitions 
of war^ but the sacred edifice on several occasions became a place 
of confinement for military prisoners. This occurred repeatedly 
during the great rebellion^ and again after the *^ Battle of 
Sedgmoor^" when the Cloisters of the Cathedral^ and the Bishop's 
great tythe bam were also found necessary for the same purpose. 
In thus irreverently using the church, much mischief was 
done, which remained apparent up to within a comparatively 
short period. As evidence that the prisoners taken after the 
Battle of Sedgmoor were imprisoned in the church of St Cuth- 
bert, I here give an extract from the county records, in 1685 : 

" Upon information and complaint made unto this court that the several persons 
undernamed have severally and respectively been, and now are at considerable 
charges in supplying the poor prisoners taken in or for the late Bebellion in the 
west, and committed to custody in the cloisters of the Cathedral Church, and in 
the Pomsh Chwrch ofSt ChUhbert in Wells, in this county, and also in several other 
places there, with bread to the usual allowances for prisoners of that kind, and also 
in curing them, being dangerously wounded, but have not as yet been reimbursed 
the same charges, either by the same persons or otherwise : This Court doth there- 
fore order and desire the Eight Hon'ble Francis Poulett, Edward Berkeley, Peter 
Boynon, Esq'res, and John Bailey, Doctor of Laws, four of Her Majesty's Justices 
of the Peace of the said county, or any two or more of them, within convenient 
time, to convoke the said persons before named before them^ or any two or more 
of them, at such place as they, or any two or more of them shall think meet, 
and thereupon examine, moderate, rectify, and calculate and adjust the several 
and respective accounts of the said persons in the premises, and the true state 
of the same accounts, when so rectified and adjusted, humbly to certify the same 
unto his Majesty under their, or any two or more of their hands, in vmting." 

Within the memory of living persons, the City Fire Engine 
was kept in the Treasure House, and instances have occurred in 
which the engine has been taken out of the church for use 
during the time of divine service. 
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I may here add that the ancient exchequer was not the only 
place in the church where a store of powder was preserved. The 
'* Parvise," or apartment over the south porch was for many years 
used as a magazine for powder, a considerable quantity of which 
I saw loose on the floor within the past 20 years. 

THE BELLS. 

There are six bells in the tower, mostly of modern date. The 
most ancient is the fifth, which was cast by Roger Perdy (or 
Perdue), in 1624. The bells are inscribed as follows : — 

First Bell,—" When I was made, then people freely gave. R. H. L. D., 1683." 
Second, — " Mr. Robert Lax and Mr. John Hickes, Ch. Wardens, 1772. Abra'm 

Bilbie, fedt." 
Third,—" T. S., 1664, E. B." 
Fourth, — "William Collins and Robert Willmott, Churchwardens. William 

Bilbie, Chewstoke, fecit, 1785." 
Fifth,— "Anno Domini 1624." 
Sixth, — •" 1 to the church the living call, and to the grave doth summon aU. John 

Lax, Churchwarden, 1787. William Bilbie, Chewstoke, fecit." 

Although there is only one of the present bells of an earlier 
date than 1624, the following curious extracts from the corporate 
records prove that others were re-cast at or about that time ; and 
these extracts are also additional evidence of the unusual con- 
nection of the corporate body with the parish church. 

"xxx die Aprilia anno B.E's jacobi*nunc Angl., Ac., vicesimo sc'do — ^1624" 
" Memorand. It is agreed betweene Humfrey Palmer, Mayor of the Cyttie or 
Burrow of Welles in the county of Soms't, Edward Barloe and Robert Pointing, 
Churchwardens of the p*ishe church of St. Cuthb'te w*thin the said Cyttie or 
Burrow and p'isheof St. Cuthb'te of th* one p*tie, and Roger Purdy of the Cyttie of 
BriatoU, bellfounder, of th* other p'tie. In*pris* ; That he the said Roger Purdy 
for and in considera^on of the sum of viij£ of currant english money, and one hun- 
dred pounds of bellmettall, shall take down the tenor bell now hanging in the 
tower of the p'ishe church of St. Cuthb'te, and after the weying therof, carry the 
same vnto the place where he doth intend to cast him in Welles afforesaid, and ther 
cast him and make retome of the same belle and mettall in full weight as he receaveth 
the same, and by the same weight. And all w'ch is to be doen at the p'per cost 
and charge of the said Purdy, excepting the charge at the stock weele, rope, and 
clipper, and that he may agree in musicall tune and harmony with the first 
and second bells hanging in the said tower, and soe that likewise the said five 
bells may agree in true musicall tune and harmony, w'thin three moneths 
next after such taking downe of the said tenor. And likewise that the said Purdue 
shall geve sufficient security to the likeinge of the said Mayor and Churchwardens 
in three hundred pounds for the answeringe and deliv*inge back againe of the same 
bell w'thin one wyke after the del' vie in full weighte. And also geve other 
securitie for th' maintayninge of the same bell by the space of seaven yeares. And 
likewise the said Roger Purdue is to allow one hundred of tynn to the castinge of 
the same bell yf occasion shal be, for w'ch he is to be allowed one hundred of beU 
metall out of the said tenor by the said Mayor and Churchwardens, And that the 
said Roger is to gett aU such other moneys as he can in the towne by voluntary 
eontribations." 



Digitized by 



Google 



34 



ST. cuthbebt's chubgh. 



80 June 22 James 1. 
" Eeqnest was made by Boger Pnrdy to hare the money dew to him from the 
p'ish for castinge the bells, and thervppon it is thought fitt that ther shal be a rate 
made by the p'ishe frthwithe to pay that Vch by relaoon is about £yiij. yiijs. 
and that rate shal be paid f rthwith." 

20 Sep., 1624. 
"Whereas ther was this p'sent day warned a *oheqner for to confer of such 
business as ooncemeth the good of the town, and likewise to take out of the chest 
the some of x£ to pay vnto Boger Purdy, the bellfounder, towards his charges for 
oastinge the bells, And for that ther did not appeare above the numbre of is, whose 
names are above written, and the residew made defalt ; — Therfore we whose 
names are subscribed, according to the order of this howse, the residew of 
the zxiiijtie not appearing, have thought fitt for the help of the said Boger Furdy, 
he having done his worke, to take owte the said some of x£ to pay vnto him towards 
his charges in castinge of the bells, w*ch said money is deliv'd to Mr. Humphrey 
Palmer, Mayor, to be paid to the said Purdy, and the same money is to be taken 
vpp againe at the church accompt." 

" Humfry Palmer, Maior, Thomas Baron, Hugh Meade, John Crees, Yertue 
Hunt, Bichard Casbeard, John Cox, Walter Bricke, Edward Barloe." 

"Beceived of Mr. Humfrey Palmer, Mayor, for and towards the charges of 
castinge the third, fowerth, and flveth bells^ the some of xiiij£. I say reoeaved." 

(No signature), 

4 May, 1625. 
"Ther was paid to Thomas Willis, to the vse of Boger Purdue, iii]£, being part 
of the £vj vjs., dew to the said Purdew, for the p'she of St. Cuthb'te, for castinge 
of three bells ther, for w'ch they have geven acquitance." 

" Witness, Henr. Goold/' " Thomas Willies." 

In 1682 the Dean and Chapter gave 403. towards a new bell 
at St. Cuthbert's. This^ there cannot be much doubt^ refers to 
the treble cast in 1683. 
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p^nyHE extraordinary connection between the Corporation 
^^^ of Wellsy and the parish church has abeady been noticed. 
The records of the proceedings of the corporate body 
commence in 1378, from which time they continue, with but few 
interruptions, down to the present time. Throughout this long 
period, especially before, and for some years after the Beforma« 
tion, the municipal authorities appear to have taken a very 
active part in the affairs of the church, and although the records 
referred to begin at the date mentioned, yet there are plain indi- 
cations, in other documents belonging to the corporation, of the 
close intercourse between the Governors of the city and the 
church long before that tlm^. 

The Corporation of Wells, in its original constitution, I have 
no doubt, partook as much, or more of a religious and eleemo- 
synary character, as of a body constituted purely and entirely 
for the performance of duties such as those which munlcipsd 
bodies in later times were required to fulfil. The earlier 
records of the acts of the Wells Corporation go far to confirm 
this view, and even up to the present time there is evidence in 
the annual appointment of one of their own body as church- 
warden, that such an assumption is not altogether inconsistent 
with truth. The church of St. Cuthbert unquestionably derived 
a large portion of its local importance as well as a considerable 
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amount of the revenues for its support, from or througli the 
Corporation, which, in early documents, was styled the " Gilde 
hurgi de Welles.'^^ Moreover, nearly all the existing muni- 
ments relating to the church and its former possessions are 
to be found in the custody of the corporation, and it is certain 
that soon after the Reformation, a large portion of the property 
which had before then been held by the corporate body, and by 
them devoted almost exclusively to services in the church of St. 
Cuthbert, was transferred to, or in some way got into the hands 
of the municipal authorities for purely secular purposes, and 
continued to be held in that way until alienated by the corpora- 
tion, as the larger portion has been *within the last sixty years. 
As a further confirmation of that which I have ventured to state 
with respect to the early constitution of the corporation, I here 
give, in extensOf the ordinances enacted by the Mayor and his 
brethren, (then numberiug twenty-four) in the year 1437, which 
will, I feel assured, be read with much interest by residents in 
Wells ; and the fact that these curious local laws have never before 
been published will increase their value, as conveying an accurate 
knowledge and giving so true a picture of the actings and doings 
of our forefathers, and the customs that prevailed here between 
four and five hundred years ago. For these reasons, (though not 
very closely or directly connected with the history of the parish 
church), I venture to introduce these ordiuauces to my readers. 

" Ordinatio sive Burgi Wellen. fact*— 15 Hen. VI. Anno Dn'o. 1437." 

" In Honour of the moste pnisnant high mighty glorious and eternall Lorde 
Onr Lorde J'hu, — the moste blessedfull Virggine Moder and Maide Marie, — Saynt 
Andrewe, — Saynt Cuthberte, — and all the Holy Company of Heaven : — For that 
we, Bnrgeisses of the Cite of Welles now beinge of this present tyme, have con. 
cey ved, seyne, and in our cense ripelye felte how worshipf ally and discreetelye our 
antecessoures Burgeisses ordayned, compownded, and made by theyre sage and wyse 
disscregons div'se convenyent ordinances which be used and contynewed among us 
until this day : — For great honour, socour, comforte, ease, pease, rest, and trana 
quilitie to be susteyned and had among us, our successours and heires, burgeisses 
of the saide Cite, worlde without ende : — whiohe laudable ordynances be somewhat 
withdrawene and negligently remised and not used ; — for the whiche greate losse 
and dysease for the ddfawte of undewe and inconveniente rewle hathe happened 
and fall among us burgesses more than was of olde tyme ; Whbbfobe we assemble 
together the Thursday nezte after the Feste of Seynte Thomas the blessed Martir. 
the yere of ower Lord God, a thousand ccco and xxxtrj, and in the yere of our moste 
excellent and gracious Lord King Henry the vi, aft' the conqueste of England the 
XV yere, and ther appered in the Gyldehall of the said cite on ther p'per p'sons 
the £pretesse, worthy ese, and wyseste for the moste and suffyciente p'te, and ther 
80 agg^gate assembled and unyted together by vertuowse and laudable counselle 
among them for to call and drawe in againe the good and laudable uses knd ordyn. 
aunoes before had, and to expulse and abject all contaygouse, and sedityouse 
matters contrarious ordin'ces and usages, and for to renewe, make, and adde more 
spedefull, lefull, nedefoll, and sufficient matf s and articles w'ch should tume with 
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the ajde of the Trinitie, in whose name the sayde Burgesses and fratemitie be 
founded, g^wnded, oreat, and endowed to worshipe, inorese peace, and rest to the 
■ayde Burgesises swome, and to the Cominalte of the sayde Cite of Welles to theire 
euocessoures and heires; — For the whiche wee, the sayde Burgeysses, the sayde 
daye and yere by one assente, consente, frewill, and full agreement, have chosen 
iiij indifferent Burgeysses, oircumspeote and trewe men, — Willyam Weye. Simon 
Sherma*, John Crappe, and Bobert Bullooke. and swome upon a boke for to chouse 
and name xxiiij p'sones of the most discrete burgesses sufficiente sworne not oor- 
rupte but being of sadde and g^de rule, havyng insyghte, conscience, and trewe 
oonceyte, dredyng GK>d, and useing trothe to sette just and equall gov'nance be- 
tweene any p'son, pore and ryche, betwen burgeis and burgeis, havynge noe 
p*tialitie for dread, love, hate, or any affinitie that they bore unto any burgeis or 
burgeises in tyme comynge j upon whiche the sayde iiij burgesses so elect^ and 
swome, have lymyted, named, apoynted, chosen, and dely'ved up to the 
Maister of the sayde Gite^ that tyme beyng and to his brethrene by a bille the 
names of zziiij burgeisses, suffyciente and able p'sons, that is to wete, — ^Bichard 
Dyer, — at that tyme Maister,— John Austyll, Esquyer, John Godwyn, John Oollys, 
John Whetele, Bichard GK)oderydge, Thomas S holer, Willyam Yowell, Thomas Hore- 
wode, Stephen Herston, John Parys, John Frome, and other, for to ordeyne, com. 
X>oundef drawe and sette good, lawdable, and leffull ordin'ces and composi9ons made 
for good g^v'ance to be hadde and oontenewed to all the burgeisses and Com'onaltie 
of the sayde Cite, and them swome uppon the halydome severallye well and con. 
sciently, trewelye, and dewelye, to do in all wyse by ther power in all and sing'lar 
articles as it is above rehersed, and so to contenewe during ther lyves : and further- 
more the same burgeisses have ordeyned and graunted that as sone as it shall happen 
that any burgeisses of the saide xxiiij burgeisses ther suooessoures and heires see 
united and swome to ayde, sette, and reforme g^de and sadde gov'anoe as is above 
rehersed, be fallyn in syknes, pov'tie, feblenesse, or decrepite, or for impot'cye of 
his body may not labor nor oounselle give, then that the sayde xxiiij burgeyses ther 
suooessoures and heyres for suche burgeyses soe fallen in feblenesse and pov'tie by 
the visita'con of the sowrde of our Lorde God, shill chouse and take in among 
them other able and suffyoient burgeysses of good condicyon before tyme not eleote 
nor chosen into ye sayde nombre of xxiiij burgeisses, and soe daye in daye and yere 
in yere as often tyme nedyth, soe that the sayde nombre of xxiiij burgeisses shall 
ev'more stande, holle ; and the burgeyses as of tentyme as they be soe chosen and 
taken into the iayde nombre for to be sworne in man'r and forme as it is above 
speoyfyed. And alsoe the sayde burgeisses wyll and ordeyneth for the*, ther 
8ucoesso*s and heires, that if any burgeysse sworne not electe into the nombre of 
xxiiij f ale hymselfe agreved, vexed, damaged, hurte, or oppressed in any wyse unre- 
sonablye by any ordin'oe of newe made by the sayde xxiiij burgeyses, or olde or- 
deyn'ces ther suooessours and ther heyres in time comynge, that then the saide 
burgeyses or burgeysse felynge himselfe agreved shal come and p'fer hymselfe to 
the Maister and then his greffe, w'th harme that he hath had and suffered in the 
meantyme by reason of the sayde newe ordyn'oes and the composyoons, and as sone 
as the Maister for the tyme beynge hathe notyce and oredyble knowledge of the 
burgeiss or burgeisses soe damaged and agreved, that then the sayde Maister 
oallyng to hym the sayde nombre of the xxiiij discrete burgeisses, shall ordeyn, 
remedye and oorrec'on in that behalf e of what oondic'on and speche that ev' it be 
w'th all Gk>dyle haste, not delayeinge the matter above xv dayes: Also the sayde 
burgeyses will and ordeyneth for them, ther suooessours and heires, that ail worthy 
and laudable ordin'oes sette and made by ther p'deoessors burgeysses of old 
tyme used, not hurtyng nor dysmembry'g to the sayde burgeysses to ther sue. 
oessours nor ther heires in tyme to come shal be observed and not broken nor sus- 
pended in noe wyse, but to be amended, encresed, made and compounded, soe that 
they tnay tume resorte and be hadde to p'steritie and encrese to all nedef nil speds 
and nedys that belong or p'teyne in any wyse nowe or in tyme to cume to the sayde 
burg^eisses ther successours and heires, and to objecte and refuse them that be re- 
fuseable by that the wise and sadde rd^orma'oon of the saide xxiiij bux^eysses and 
of ther OoTmselL And they wyll and ordeyneth that yf any burg^ys or burgeysses, 
ther saooeBaoan aad heires disobey, Vthsay, or w'thstond abett or make, enbette^ 
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or enf oiinne or Boaryslie any burgeTse to doe ageynate the said oTdinannoes of 
bnrg^jssee of what degree or estate that ev* he he of w'ont cause reasonable, shal 
be expnlsed and pnt ont of his bnrgeiswioke, and also to fall in a grevionse oon- 
tempte amongst the Maister and his borgeisses, as they will demeane him of reason. 
Also that that the Gom'one assemblie shall holde from hensforth as it is now, and 
as it was used of olde tyme, that is to wete, — When and as oftentymes as it liketh 
the Maister for the tyme beynge to holde it. And also that the zziiij bnrgeysses 
Bompned by the oom'andment of the Maister for evident and needful oanse, oome 
and appere at that houre, and at snche a place that is geve to knowledge by the 
Towne Gierke, or by his Depute ; and if it be see that moo of the said zziiij make 
defanlte and come not at the honre assigned by the clerke as is aforesayde, he and 
ey'y of them soe makjmge defanlte shall mne in a payne of vis. Tiijd., to be payd 
and employed to the dii^ohe works of Sayhote Gnthb'te, within jy dayes nezte en» 
sewinge after the daye of his assemblie ; but yf soe be that he cume to the Maister 
and he reasonablie ezouse hym that he might not cume. And also p'vide, ordeyne, 
and grawnte that all the ordyn'oes and oomposi9ons that wer made of o'r anoessoni 
and p'deoessors of olde tyme beinge oonteyned in an old Bolle, ensealled with the 
oom'on seale, they that be goode, lettuU and p'ffitable shall stond in ther vertue 
and effecte, and for to be used heraft', and the' that be not landable and suffyoient, 
but hurtinge and doying p* judice unto burgyssees shall be w'drawen, crossed, and 
suspended s Notwithstandyng the olde roUe soe ensealled shall abyde and safelye 
be kepte for a memorye that all such ordyn'ces hatha bene hadde before this tyme. 
And also we wyll and ordeyne that all the ordyn'ces which b'th oonteyned in the 
grete paper Boke shall be written in this newe oomposi^on and ordyn'ces, and they 
tiiat be antient like, goodly, and vertuouslye ordeyned for p'fitt and worshipp to 
the saide Gite of Welles, and burgyssee of the same, to ther successours and heires 
er* in tyme to cume and soe to al^de and dwell in strength and effecte w*out end, 
savyng alwaye the Tertneous oounsell of amendeinge and encresinge of good and 
laudable rewle when more may be hadd. — ^Firbtb and Fobbmobtb, when the 
Hadst'r of the sayd Gite is eleote and chosen on Saynt Jennne his daye, the morow 
upon Michaelm's day, as the olde use was and is, he shall be swome by the Towne 
Gierke, or by his Deputie, that he shall well and truelye the customes, usag^es, and 
ordyn*ces of the sayd Gitye of Welles, Gov'n, sustaine, and kepe by his power : 
Also that the sayd Maist'r soe chosen at that assemblie, the same daye, in ope' 
semblie, shall with oounsell of his f ellowes beinge there p'sent, chouse ij constables, 
honeste menne, sadde and discrete, for to gov'n the pease and aB thyngea doe as 
touchinge ther office of Gonstablewicke $ and they to be swome by the Gierke well 
and trewelye to s've the Kinge and Lorde of the Fraunchese : And also they shall 
ohonse ij sufBciente menne, burgeisses, for to quelle and gether the oom'on rente ; 
And likewyse they to be swome upon a boke by the Gierke, well and trewelye to 
gether the sayd rent, and trewe r^nynge and accompte to geve and make of ther 
receyte and ezpenees to the Maister and his f ellowes when they be dewelye warned: 
And also they shall chouse ii Trinitie Wardeynes, ii Ghurchewardeynes, and ii 
Wardeynes for owr Ladye Aulter ; and lykewyse they and ev'y of them to be swome 
upon a Boke by the olerke, trewe proctors to be, and trewelye to kepe the goodes 
of the churche, and trewe reknynge and accompte to geve of ther reoeytes unto the 
Mayster and his Fellowes when theybedewlye warned: And alsoshamell war. 
deynes to be chousen, and in likewyse swome that they shall geve knowledge to 
the Maister, or to the Baylyff of the sayd Gite, that if any vitaller bring any 
vittalls, fle^e, or fyshe, but if it be savery and holsom for ma' or wcHna*, to putt 
it under areste, and the vittaller both, and they to oordeyne as they seme best to be 
done in that behalf e, upon payne of the forfeiture of the hole beste : And also 
strete wardeynes, one chousen of ev'y strete, shall be swome that they shall weUe 
and trewelye kepe the stretes, tl^at swyne shall goe at large w'thowte they have a 
wardeynck and then that they doe dryve them to the Pownde that is ordeyned 
therf or, and to take for ther labour of the owners, for ev'y f ote a pen'y before they 
make dely'vaunce, but yf the p'tie may gette any bett'r grace of them ; And alsoe 
yf any burgeisse have any man'r actoun, or variaunce agenste his brother, he shall 
send unto hym, or wher that he hath an actoun to byn yf his brother to dedere his 
aotonn unto hym or theB^ and yf he will not obeye and aooorde w'th the ij fore- 
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men, or it be pnbHahed in the semble, then he most be Bunpned by the Gierke, 
takynge to hym a peny for the sompnynge : and yf he came not at the firste, nor 
at the second sompnynge, bat malicyoaslye and wylfnllye avoydith, and might 
onme and will not came, he shall be disoomyned without endoi and the playtif to 
take his advantage in the lawe ; bat yf af terw! he may have better grace $ also yf 
the p'tie playntiis do not send to the p^tie defendaante accordynge as it afore re- 
hersed, then that he shall lose to the Maist'r, and to the Trinitie, Y}8,'Yu.}d, ; And 
alsoe that ey'y bnrgeis Qif ter his degpree and faoaltie in all oonvo'oons and metynge 
of Bishoppes, or any other grete Lord or estate, or at any other disporte, to make dew 
reverence tcthe Maister, and ev'y borgeise one to another after ther estate, degree 
and f aoolte, and to geve hym space and reverence in sittinge, goyinge, rydynge, 
and in worship doinge ; and that noe borgeise p'sume to saoh f este, or gestVemy, 
bat yf he be prayed or cepid therto ; and that noe bargeise do contrary agaynst 
theis said ordi'nces npon payne of a grevons oontempte thet he shall rnnne in as the 
MaLster and his bretherene will resonably jadge and awarde in that behalfe. And 
also all arbitraments taken before the Maist'r betwene bargeise and bargeise for any 
accf on or Atiyfe that the p'ties sewe to ther men that they have choasen to make 
an ende betwen them before or on the day whiche the MaLster hath lymyted, and 
geve them for to make and ende as it is enhapened by the derke, and he that 
sewyth not to his men flatt'yth and negh'gently letteth passe by and taketh no hede 
therof , he soe foande in defanlte shall paye onto the Maister and his fellowes and 
to the p'tie vj gallons of wyne, and yet more to fall in grevowse contempte amongst 
them ; and the p'tie to take his advantage in the com'on lawe if the Maister and 
his brethren soe agre and consente. And also that no bargeise what man'er, degre 
or repata*con that ev* he be of that ageynste the Maister and his comperes and 
in 'semelles or any other convocagons or places of bargeisses aryse Vth stobame 
and prowde herte and language in worde or dede oontrarye to his oth and theis 
new ordinaance, eyther which the Maister and comperes be distronbled and may 
not be herd obey'd nith' have no rewle, and after that he is ones or twice com'anded 
by the Maister for to kepe silence and peace, which bat yf he do obedientlye, he 
shal be diacomyn'd for ev'r, or else falle in a grete contempte amongst the Maister 
and his fellowes as they will adjndge it of reason. And also that noe borgeise 
Bwome doe agenst the usages and libOTties of bargeises, man nother woman of what 
degree that ev* he be of agenst his brother that is a bargeise, he shall not hym 
nother her mefynteyne, ncxrishe, nor ooansell geve nor isoable in nowyse pr*yyly nor 
openly, bat if he by tiie wey vo drawe them or make them at con and under none 
other color upon payne of discomynynge and puttinge owte of his fredome forev'r. 
And also that no man'r of bargeise shall receyve into his howse noe man'r of 
straonger tobreweand make ale in his howse Vthowte leve of the Maister vppon 
payne of zld. And also that no manV of bargeise havynge servauntes in his howse 
holde under hym, and byeth and seleth as far forth as a burgess doth under the 
color of his Maister, eny bnrgeise that soe doeth Vthowte leve firste asked of the 
Maister of the Tbwne, shall lose and forfeyte to the Maister and his fellowes 
Tjs. viijd. And also yf any burgeise bequethe londs or ten'ts, or other movable 
eatall to son or dawghter, or to any kynde of theires, or to any straunge p'son, anon 
after that the testament is proved, ezecuto's of the same testament shall bryng the 
same testam't to the Maister in open Semellye and ther do it to be red openlye by 
the derke ; and the same testament to be wryten in the com'une paper so that the 
forsayd children and other p'sons when they come ageyne may have and enjoye 
without frawde that that is them bequethed. And also that the Com'une Sole 
nother the sele of office to no man'r straunger shall be graunted, but if so be that 
the tenem'ts or thinges purchased be w'thin the borough fullye knowen to the 
Maister and his brethrene that it is trewe purchase or trewe inheritaunce that it 
may trewelye be done, and but if it be to any worthy p'son that is openlye knowen 
in the cuntrey as well as in the botrough, that the matter be suffyoyent and 
trewe, and that the matter be rede by the towne derke or his deputye, and by hia 
handes or by his deputye seled before the Maister and zij of the worshipef uUest 
of his brethrene as it hathe bene used of old tyme, and swome therto, and to take 
for ther labor as the p'tyes and they may agre and aoofnrde. And also the scale of 
office for to be sette and putte to trewe mattors in man'r and forme as it is rehersed 
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by the gr^te seale, takinge for tber labor as the *p'^7^ °ui7 aooorde, savynge that 
the Maister nedyth not to have bat yj bnrgesses at the settyng^ of his seale. 
Also that the chnrohwardeynes gether the Lightes of Saynte Nicholas, 
Eatherine, Candlemasse, Estern, and Trendell, and all other man'r of gatherers and 
qnells's of mony that longeth to the ohnrche of Seynte Cathberte, shall yeelle 
accomptes to the Maister and his f ellovres when they be dewelye warned ; and aa 
for the money see gethered for to be disposed and put in ordyn'ce by ther advise. 
And also we will, ordeyn, and grawnte that these compo8i9ons and ordyn'cea 
above rehersed, and other in tyme oomynge, to be oompoanded, ai^d made by onr 
af terooraers shall be rede, and openlye and distinctlye iiij tymes m the yere, ons a 
quarter, before all the bnrgeisses swome at a com'on semlie, so that ev* ma,' high 
and low, may know his charge of his oath, and farthermore that be he whatsoever 
he be bnrgeise swome that the poynts of his charge may dwelle the better in his 
mynde, and the better kepe his othe. And also we will and ordeyne that what 
burgeiss of what degre or repnta^on that he be of, and if he be olepid to the 
Maister and his fellowes to connseile for g^te businesse and nedes that longeth 
to the bnrgeyse and to the towne, and commanded by the Maister and his fellowes 
to kepe connseille the matter w'ch is moved among them nnto the tyme the 
matter be fully disputed and concluded among them, and fuUye determyned and 
ended, and so that matter by the Maister and his fellowes for to declare it owteward 
to them that they seme it moste expedyente for to show it to for their honour 
and moste avayle to them and all the burgeysses swome ; and who that doth the 
contrarye to this ordynaunce, of what estate or degre that ev'r he be, he shall 
rune in a grevowse contempte against the Maister and all burgeysses swome. 
And also when it fallith that King, Prynce, Duke, Biahoppe of this Diocesse, 
approche or come to this Cite of Welles, for the whiche comyng^ the Maister and 
his brethrene burgeysses muste ride or g^e ageynste hym and brynge hym into this 
Cite of Welles, that ev'y burgeysse af t'r his degre shall ride or goo with the Maister 
ev'y man in his degre and drawe to his f ellowe. and ston at the rewle and gov'nce 
. of the Maister and of his fellowes, and not dissever nothcr departe asyndyer, but 
goodlye and demurelye ride or goo as them oughte to do, to the hono'r end worshipe 
of all the Towne. And also the saide bnrgeisses will and ordeyne that when it 
foUeth that any zth or xvth is graunted hole or halfe more or lesse, that in ev* 
strete of this cite of Welles shall be chosen a burgeise one or ij after that the 
strete is large by the Maister and Gomonaltie in open semblie, and they swome 
well and trewelye, and equallye, havynge noe p'tialitie to any man nor love nor 
drede, but ev* man after his facultie and havyng that Grod hath sent hym by ther 
estima*con, knowledge, conscience, and conynge as hit hath byn used and don 
heretofore, and the quellors or getherors shal be chosen at that same semlie. 
Also that no burgeise of this place swome for any varyaunce or slaunderouse 
words treble betwitxe him and his bother a burgeise, laboure to any person or 
p'sons for meynten'ce otherwise then to burgeise unto the tyme he hath shewed the 
matter of variaunoe the Maister and the Com*onaltie in the open halle, or ells afore 
the xxiiij upon payne of discomyninge forev'more. And also it is ordeyned that 
if any burgeise draw violentlye any wepon againste his brother being a burgeise 
contrary to the Einge's peas^ he that so doth for ev'y tyme aoe doeynge, shall pay 
the Maister vjs. viijd." 

"JwranM xxiiij." 

^^THE OATH OP THE Xxiiij." 
"I will by my power and knowledge sette just and equall gov'naunce betwixte 
all p'sons, burgeises of this Cite of Welles, bothe lyche and pore, h'aveing noe 
p'tialitie to any p'son of the same for any drede, love, hate, or affinite, but I shall 
evenlye and indifferentlye deme and doe after my knowledge and all the usages, 
ordynaunces, and counsell of the xxiiij that hereafter shall come to my knowledge, 
kepe, susteyne, and maintayne duringe my life, or as long as I shall be able to be 
one of the xxiiij. Soe helpe me Gk)d, and by this boke.'' 

**AN OATH NOT TO TROUBLE OR VEX ANT BURGEISE," &C, 

" I shall hereafter for no discomyninge or other thinge don to me by reason of the 

aamei rex, isroMle, or agreye any burgeiee of this Cite of Welles, nor p'oeYOi fere. 
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or cause any p'aon to vex or treble any bnrgeiae of tliis place for tlie same by this 
boke, and by that oath that ymade firste to this halle when y was create bnrgeise. 

"JUBANTU' MAGB'S IN DIE SANCTI JEBOMONII." 
I shall welle and trewelye the landable costomes, usages, and ordynaonoes of 
this Cite of Welles, and of this place gov'ne and snsteyn by my power, &o, 

Jwnmhi* CVici» 
I shall trewe be in the office of Towne Gierke, and the Goitnseille of this place 
well and trewelye hele and kepe, and obedyent be to the Haister and bnrgeisses in 
the halle assembled, and all other thinges doe that belongeth to myne offiice by my 
power. Soe helpe me God, &o. 

Jv/rantu* Consixihulounorum, 
I shall trewe constable be and trewe pr'sentm't make of blodde sheddynge, and 
and oryes, affrayes, rescouse made and of arrestes broken, and trewelye doe and 
kepe to my ponre that belongeth to the office of Constable. Soe helpe me God, &o, 
JwraiM Collector* Com' Bedditus. 
I shall trewe Beceyvor be and p'fitable to my poore to the Common Lyrelode of 
this cite, and trewelye, Vthowte frawde, charge and dyscharge myselfe and aske 
none fvlowannce otherwyse than troth ; and alsoe of my receypts and ezpences a 
trewe and lawf nil accompte make, and doe aU other thynges tiiiat longeth to myne 
office by my powre. Soe helpe me Qod, &c. 

Ju/ranM Cttstod* honoT* Eccle*, 

I shall trewe be in the office of Chnrchwardeyne, and trewelye the goodes of the 

ohnrohe receyve and kepe, and of the same goodes a trewe accompte make, and all 

thinges doe ^at longeth to myne office of Chnrchwardeyne. Soe helpe me God, &c. 

This same 0th and charge may serve as well for the Trinitie wardeynes, as 

our Ladye Wardeynes, ut snp. 

Jwrantu' Oustod* MacelloruJ 
1 shall trewe Shambell wardeyne be, and daly see and ov'see that no vittaller 
bringing any vittal to this Tof^ne, flesh, or fysh, bnt it be holsome for ma' and 
wooman'is body, and to pnt him in areste that doeth the contrarye, and that the 
vittaller bring tho skynne w*th hym to the markett, and his vittal : alsoe that y 
shall wame the Maister or the baylif of this towne of the said offences for the 
punishment in that behalf e. Soe helpe me Qod, &c, 

Jv/rcmtu* Custod' Vicorum, 
I shall well and trewelye kepe the office of strete wardeyne and the stretes of 
this cite, that no swyne shall go at large within this cite w'thowte they have a 
wardeyne to kepe them ; and them that y f ynde the conf ry to dreve them nnto 
the pownde that is ordeyned therfor, and to take for ev'y fote Id., bnt if the 
owners may otherwyse agre w'th me and my fellowes. Soe helpe me Gk>d, &c. 

It will be observed that what our ancestors then did was done 
in honour of " Saynt Cuthbert," with the " ayde of the Trinitie," 
in whose name " the sayde Burgesses and Fratemitie," (the cor- 
poration), are said to be founded. The appointment and ad- 
ministering oaths of oflSce of "two Trinitie Wardeynes, two 
Churchewardeynes, and two Wardeynes of our Ladye Aulter," 
is provided for, and fines for non-observance of certain of the 
ordinances then made were to be '* employed to the Churche 
workes of Sayncte Cuthberte." All these facts afford cor- 
roborative evidence of the power of the Corporation, in early 
times, in matters relating to the parish church. 

From the year 1378, to the year 1581, the annual appointment 
of both churchwardens by the Corporation, is regularly recorded 

a 
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in the proceedings of that bodj^ on the same day (30th Sept.)^ 
when the Mayor and other municipal officers were sworn. In 
1581 the corporation conceded the privilege of appointing one 
of the churchwardens to the parishioners, still retaining the right 
of appointing the other, and this custom has continued ifco the 
present time. The churchwarden annually chosen by the cor- 
poration (or rather by the Mayor, for he it was who, until recently, 
made the nomination) has always been a member of that body. 

The following extracts from the corporate records will shew the 
manner of appointing churchwardens. 

In the year 1459 the annual appointments of Mayor and other 
officers, including two churchwardens, are thus recorded : — 

Eod'm die electns & Basampi/ in Magr»m Gomit:' WelV P'dict' Walter's Baker 

mpro'OonBtabnIWPaois {Ifoh'^G^i^ 

Etp-Conecfoom-EeddH, {^^rtS^Sfe 

Etp'CnBtodiVsbonorBcol'ie {johmea^^S^hnan 

ET p. C.s«..i,'s B^ ia.1. {',ZZ Kii"°- 

•«^ . ys _x a« . a 1. 11. ( Joh'es Silcocke 

Efc p' Oustodib's Soabeff J Thom'e in the Felde 

/* Joh'nes Curteyea, j'r 
1 Joh'nes Befitz 
Et p' GnstodiVs vioor m i Bic'^s Sevayrs 

Cjoh'esWix 

This is the first recorded appointed of wardens of the altar of 
the B. V. M. 

In the year 1473 the appointments were more numerous, as 
will be seen by the following extract from the city records : — 

Convocaoo' geneflis tent in orastimo Sancti Mioh'is Aroh' anno Begni Begis Edwardi 

iiij ti. post oonqnestum xiiij mo. 
Joh'es AtteWater. Ad ietam Gonvoca' tota'. oo'itate elect' 

Magr'm Cmitate hoc anno Joh'es AtteWater 

™. ^ X ,, , -1- C Joh'nes Drap' 

Et pro Gonstabnlarufl hoc anno } Will' Penterer 

EtproGoUectoriV Go's redditns hoc anno { Joh'^ T^l^oome 

Et pro Gnstodib' bonor Eccl'ie Foch'is hoc anno | ^^^ g^^^ 

Et pro Gnstodib' Schabellor' hoc anno ^ Thorn' K^e!^' 

Et p' Gustodib' honor altaris Vte Marie hoc anno | Oth'iw Moto 

/Joh'es Goke 

^. . « . ^.^. «..,!. 1 Will' London 

Et p* Gustodib* Vicor' hoc anno < EoVtu' Talky 

(.Joh'es Longe 

Et p' Gnstodibns altaris S'te Trinitat' \ ^^ Willmot 

Et p' Co'i Clorico' Oomif p'dte , _ Joh'es Beynton 
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In the previous yeat (1472), the appointments were much the 
same, but no name of a Town Clerk appears : — 

Gonvoca^o. G^n'alis tent* in f esto Sfc'i Micli. Aprili. anno E. B. Edwardi qnarti, ziij. 

Ad ist' to. Go's eleger*nt M'lmni Oom'itatiB hoo anno ( Bio'ns YoweU 

Btp'Constabulax' hoc anno { SitfZ Mb^"" 

Bt p' ColleotodiV Co'iB B'ns { J^I^^ 

Et p' Onstodibns Bonor EccVite hoo anno { j^*l^ Trei^te 

Efc p' Onatodib' ShameU* hoo anno {JohjemT^te 

Etp' Gustod'bon'raltarisVe Marie ; {o^tyt^Mo^"^^ 

?J6h. Ooke^ 

Et p' Cnstod' Vic' hoo anno 5 j^^' ^^®f" 

(walV Baker 

Et p' Cnstodib' Altarifl S*ti. Trinitttt* | J°^! Cowhnrd 

In 1515, the appointments were increased, with the addition of 
a Common (or Town) Clerk, and Conduit Wardens : — 

Conyo9aco. generalis tent* in die Bancti' Jerom' anno Begni Begis Henrio' Oct. 
Septimo." 

Eodem die tota. Com* elegertint Magr'm Joh'em Welshotte 

Et pro Co* Crico. Comitat. nt pr* (Common Clerk) Joh*em Tyler 

Et pro Constabiilar. Pace diet* Com' tat J Joh*em Tvler 

Et pro Ghiardia* Gilde S*ti Trinitati { Joh'em Me^""^ 

Et pro Collectorib' Co'is Bedditns { E^'Z' Aftel'id 

!Thom Bowb 
JOH'Kif JONETS,Jnn, 

Et pro Cnstodib' Altaris b'te Marie i Will'm Bnltvnee 

Etpi-oCuBtodiV Altarifl dePhu { Eob^im Phillippes 

Et pro Custodib' Altar. S'ti Kat'ine { ^^^ "^^'^^ 

Et pro CofltodiVAltax'S'ti Anne { S2lS^a!^B?^8to^ 

Et pro Oufltodib^ Altar' B'ti Exusmns { SL^^u^S^ 

EtproCnatodiV Altai' fi'tiOruoe { Thome P^^ 

Et pro OufltodiV Shamellor (Shamble Wardens) { Ni^!^atth^^^ 

Et pro Onstodib' Novi Condncti (Oondnit Wardens) \ Nio'nm Bajbor 

/' Joh*em Pynner 

Et pro CuBtodib' Vie' (Street Wardens) 1W'm™Boteler 

(. Joh*em Burjjeg 
g2 
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The nominee of the Corporation is now^ and has been from 
A.D. 1581, considered as the " Town/' or In-parish Church- 
warden, and the other as the " Country," or Out-parish Church- 
warden. The latter is chosen exclusively by the ratepayers of 
the Out-parish. What were the reasons that induced the 
Corporation to give up to the inhabitants of the Out-parish the 
privilege of electing one of the churchwardens I cannot with 
certainty explain. Possibly the change may have been one of 
the results of the alteration in the forms of public worship pro- 
duced by the Eeformation, or it may have been caused by the 
necessity for raising money, by means of public assessments on 
the inhabitants of each parish, for the relief of the poor, for 
whose maintenance there was then no defined law. This is not 
improbable, as it is certain that many and serious disputes 
occurred between the " town" and the *^ country " with respect to 
the levying of the necessary sums which were required. These 
disputes are occasionally noticed in the city records from a pei4od 
shortly after the Keformation, and continued nearly a century. 
In the early part of the seventeenth century the disputes became 
more frequent and obstinate. A few short extracts will not be 
out of place here. 

Before the Reformation the poor were almost entirely main- 
tained from the revenues of ecclesiastical establishments, and by 
means of hospitals and such like, all more or less of a somewhat 
religious character. After the dissolution of the monasteries, and 
the consequent confiscation of church property, the poor were 
left almost entirely destitute. Many plans were tried for raising 
funds for the sustenance of the poor, and among others, voluntary 
contributions were resorted to, but failed. In the 5th year of 
Queen Elizabeth an Act was passed, under which " Collectors " 
and "Distributors" were appointed. This plan was adopted 
in Wells, the records of which are found in the proceedings of 
the Corporation, An example, in 1567, is here given : — 

** The names of those that are appoynted for the colle'con of the poore Viii the 
Towne of Welles, for the hole yere followynge." 

High Strett William Gorwaie. Hnmphrie Aishe. 

Ghamberlen Strett Biohard Brewton. 

Sonthover WiUiam Reade. 

Tucker Strett ^ EobertHorfce. 

The Distrybators of the same eyerie Soudaie, — William Goodman, Kicholas 
Padymore." 

Another statute passed in the 4lBt year of Elizabeth may be 
regarded as the basis of our poor laws. At first the rates were 
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made and collected over the entire parish of St. Cuthbert. 
Disputes and differences became frequent by reason of the city 
justices not having jurisdiction over the " Out-parish," and the 
county justices not having jurisdiction over the ** In-parish." 
This caused great difficulties^ as rates made by the justices could 
not be legally enforced^ because they had no distinct or separate 
authority in either district. The controversies are frequently 
noticed in the city records. The followiug is an instance under 
date 5 October, 1632 :— 

'< This day Mr. Mayor did propose to the oompaaie a writinge w'ch was made 
vppon the Statute for the reliefe of the poore, and desired the assistance of the 
Howse vppon the same ; and because the p'ishe of St. Gnthberte dothe extende as 
weU Vowte the Lib'tie of the towne as Vthin ; and because that p'te of the p'ishe 
w'ch is without the Lib'tie is to be ordered by foraigne justices, and that 
p'te w*thin the Lib*tie by the justices of the corpora' 90n : — The resolu9on of the 
Gompanie is that my L'd B'pp and Doct'r Wood, beinge Justices at laige, shall be 
acquainted with the desire that the Towne hathe for to raise a stocke to sett the 
poore of the parishe at worke, wherein they humbly desire the assistance of the 
said Lord B'pp and Doct'r Wood, and the rather because the overseers are not to 
divide themselves." 

On the 22 July, 1641, another occurs : — 

** This day it was p'posed by Mr. Bobert Morgan, that one John Watts, beinge 
an inhabitant w'thin the said Cittie of Welles, was distrayned by Phillip Ball and 
Mr, Thomas Meade, overseers of the poor for the countrie (the Out-parish), for the 
payment of a taxaQon imposed vppon them by the oountrie overseers towards the 
reliefe of the poore that dwell owte of the Lib'tie; and that the said John Watta 
was likewise rated by the Churchwarden and Overseers of the Towne, for suche 
meanesas he hadd lykewyse w'thyn the whole p'yshe: for Vich cause the said 
Meade and BaJl tooke a distresse, — ^for the takynge of w'ohe distresse th' sayd 
Watts hathe broughte his action ag'st the saide Meade and Phillippe Ball, and 
thervppon it is desired by Mr. Mayor whether or no itt is fitt that the inhabitants 
of the saide towne wil be contributory to the said action ; and thervppon itt ia 
answered by the company here p'sent that they thinke itt is necessary that those 
w'che dwell in the towne and havelande in the countrie should bee confirred w'thall 
to knowe theire opinions theron." 

At length an appeal was made for a decision to the Court of 
Quarter Sessions, and ultimately the present practice of levying 
rates was introduced and has continued ever since. 

In early times the churchwardens, as such, had considerable 
possessions, most, if not all of which came to the Corporation 
with other property which before the Reformation had belonged 
to the chantries in the church of St. Cuthbert. The following ia 
a translation of a grant for the use of the church, upwards of 500 
years ago. The original remains with the corporate records, and 
it will be observed that the gift is made, not to the church- 
wardens alone, but to the Mayor, Wardens, and the Commonalty 
of the Borough. 

*' To all the faithful in Christ to whom this present writing shaU come, — Chris- 
tian le Devenyshe greeting in the Lord. Enow ye that I have in my pure vridow^ 
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hood, and my full power, remised, released, and for me and my heirs for erer, hare 
quit claim to John called the Boper, Steward [or Mayor] of the Borough of Wells, 
Ad[am] de Soepetone, and William Koksone, keepers of the goods of the ohnrch of 
(Saint Cnthbert in Wells, and all the Commonalty. of the same Borough, of all my 
right and claim which I have, or hereafter in any manner may have in one tene- 
ment, and five shops adjoining to the same with all their appurtenances in Wells, in 
the oonnty of Somerset ; wluoh tenement is situate in the street whioh is called 
Grope Lane, on the eastern side* of the same street ; and the said five shops are 
situate in the eastern side of the said street called Grope Lane, as far as the tene- 
ment which was late of Bichard Qolj during his life ; so that neither I, the said 
Christina, nor my heirs, nor any other persons in our name, shall assert any manner 
of right or claim to the said tenement and five shops with their appurtenances in 
any wise ; And that we are excluded from all action and remedy of right by this 
present writing for ever. And I, the aforesaid Christina and my heirs, all the said 
tenement, and all the said five shops with their appurtenances to the said John the 
Boper, Ad. and William, and all the Commonalty of the said Borough and their 
successors will warrant, acquit, and against all persons forever defend. In witness 
whereof to this present writing I have affixed my seal [in the presence of] these 
witnesses, John de Wyke, Lord of Milton, Thomas de Panes, Henry Tonere, Boger 
le Boteler, Hugh de Capell, William de Aston, John de Pokelchurch, Walter at 
Wyche, John at Stone, Walter de Somerton, William le Touker, de Wol^hole, and 
others : And forasmuch as my seal is unknown, to many persons, I have procured 
the official seal of the Exchequer of the Bishop of Bath and Wells to be affixed. 
Given at Wells, the 24th day of the Month of April, in the twenty second year of 
the reign of King Edward the third, after the conquest " [▲. d. 1347]. 

Before the Beformatioii the churchwardens had certain 
perquisites, or fees, as will be seen from the following extract 
from the proceedings of the Corporation, in 1505 : — 

' "Also tis ordeyned at this sayd assemblie of the xxiiij, that from hensforthe, 
suche p'sons, as well of the towne, as of the Oute-paryshe, as shal yerelye be 
elected churchewardeynge, shal ocoupye that office, takynge for his labor and 
wages noe man'er of thynge as they be wont to p'ceyve and have yerelye ; but the 
same money shall alwey from hensforthe be employed to churohe workes, and to 
ye vse of ye churdhe." 

After the Keformation, the ** Town '* churchwarden, though he 
had certain small official fees, yet he had no settled stipend until 
1719, In that year the Corporation " Ordered that the Receiver 
pays the next churchwarden, five pounds, towards defraying the 
expenses of his office/' This stipend continued to be paid for 
many years, but it subsequently ceased. In 1791, the 
Corporation renewed the order of 1719, and this payment con- 
tinued until 1866, when the usual appointment was made, but 
without any salary, and the same course is still pursued. 

The Charter obtained by the Corporation from Queen 
Elizabeth in 1589^ continued the right of election, in all future 
times, yearly, forever, of all such officers as the corporate body had 
or been theretofore accustomed to have, and such officers were 
to be sworn before the Mayor for the time being, for the faith- 
ful execution of their duties. 

Wells did not escape the disturbances and troubles prevalent in 
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the time of James II. The City Charters were seized by the 
King, who granted a charter of his own, which very seriously 
curtailed the privileges of the inhabitants. For a time the 
corporate body ceased to hold their usual periodical meetings, and 
no records were needed or made. Immediately before the flight 
of King James, he, hopiag to regain the favourable opinion of 
his subjects, restored most of the Charters he had unconstitutionally 
set aside, (including those of Wells), but this act of grace 
came too late. The Prince and Princess of Orange were soon 
proclaimed in Wells as King and Queen of England, and then 
many of the old customs were revived, and local order was again, 
to a great extent, restored. On the 30 September, 1689, the 
following appointments are recorded : 

" This day Mr. John Davis, Mayor-eleot, was sworn Mayor of this City for the 
year ensuing, having first taken all the oaths required by law. 

" This day Mr. Kicholas Paynter, the late Mayor, was likewise sworn Justice of 
the City, for the yeare ensuing, having first taken the oaths required by law. 

The Mayor hath chosen for his Constable Mr. Philip Evans 

The House hath chosen for Constable Mr. Hippisley 

Mr. Mayor has chosen for his Receiver Cornelius Hs^e 

Mr. Mayor hath chosen for his Sergeant Robert Taylor 

The House hath chosen for their Sergeant John Alexander 

The Mayor hath chosen for his Renter Robert Bayley 

The House hath chosen for their Renter John Collins 

The Matok H^TH CHOSBN 70£ Chubchwabdkn Simon Flaistes 

Into the Office of Shamble Wardens {wS^ST 

Into the Offioe of Conduit Wardens {H^Jh^BkiT' 

? John Lovell, senr 

street W«den^ jJoZl^Uj 

CThos. Lane" 

It will be observed (as has already been noticed) that the 
Corporation^ as a body^ did not elect the churchwarden. On the 
contrary he was " chosen " by the Mayor for the time being, and 
that custom continued down to the time of the passing of the 
Corporation Reform Act in 1834^ the record of the appointment 
being in the same words^ as the following extract will prove. 

On the 30th September^ 1834^ the record of the annual 
appointments was as follows : 

Robert Brooks, Esquire, pursuant to his election of Monday, the 15th instant, was 
sworn Mayor of this city for the year ensuing, the Act against Bribery and Corrup- 
tion having been first read, and he having also made and subscribed the declaration, 
and taken the oaths required by law. 

Francis Besley, Esquire, one of the Masters of this city, was chosen and sworn 
Justice of the Peace for this city, having first made and subscribed the eclarati(»i 
and taken the oaths required bylaw. 
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The Mayor liath chosen for his Constable Mr. Adam Plowman 

The Honse hath chosen Mr. William Perkins 

The Mayor hath chosen for Receiver Mr. John Hoare 

The l^ajor hath chosen for his Renter Mr. Jos. Diz 

The House hath chosen Mr. Samuel Lavington 

Thk Mayor hath chosbn vor Churchwarden ... Mr. John Kauohton 

f Mr. Berryman 
The Honse has chosen for Surveyors < Mr. The. Lax 

(. Mr, John Lovell 
The Mayor hath chosen for Sergeant at Mace ... Mr. Ab'mBuck 

The House hath chosen Mr. Samuel Smith 

The House hath chosen forBailiJS of the Bailiwick and 

Clerk of the Market Ab'mBuck 

Bay Bellman Benj'n Brooks 

Night Bellman James Sims 

Condnit Wardens {^.^^oe 

Street Wardens {^W^ 

StreetWardens {^^IZ'^ 

Beadle James Sims 

The accounts of the churchwardens, in early times, were under 
the supervision of the Corporation, as will be seen in the 
following extract from the proceedings of the corporate body, in 

1566. 

"M*d that the 9th daie of October, Robert Norton, and Symon Mersfelde, 
Churchewardeynes, have made and fynyshed ther accompte before the p'ishe, and 
vppon the determinagon therof, the coi'altie and the churche are for all man'er of 
dewties and accompts clere and dyscharged, as by the foote of ther accompte more 
at large it may appere." 

In the year 1497, Nicholas Trappe being Mayor, was re- 
elected in 1501 and 1502 ; and in 1503 he became one of the 
M.P.'s for the city. During his time, the following curious 
entry (translated from the original latin, occurs : — 

" The Master and Burgesses, with one assent, give to Nicholas Trappe, general 
power to enquire in whose hands monies and goods of the church, and the Com- 
monalty of Wells are and unjustly detained ; viz., the monies coming before this 
time from the " Robynhode,*' the dancing girls, the Common Church Ale, and the 
like ; and also of the goods and monies in any way detained from the Commonalty » 
in whose hands they are, and further to write down the names of those who have 
such gfoods and monies with the sums," &o. 

This Nicholas Trappe received and entertained Henry VII. 
in 1498, on his return with an army of 30,000 men, from the 
west, where he had met and defeated Perkin Warbeck. 

In 1644 a circumstance occurred, which proves that the 
Corporation had the power of expelling, as well as electing their 
churchwarden. The record is as follows : — 

'* Forasmuche as the persons here present (the Corporation) doe all thinke 
fitt that Thomas Brinte, the newe Churchwarden, shuldbee putte owte of his 
place because hee hathe comitted wilful murder vppon the body of Thomas Foster, 
and founde g^^ilty by the Coroner's inquest : Itt is therefore ordered that hee shal 
4Qoe longer continue in that office, but that some other discrete and honest [person] 
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slial be elected and sworn for the new exeoo^on of the said offioe ; whervppon the 
p'sons here present hare elected and chosen Hugh Merefielde, of Welles aforesaid^ 
Ghanndler, to execnto the offioe of ohnrohwarden for the p'she of St. Gathberte, in 
Welles aforesaid, in the place of the saide Thomas Biinte, for the residue of the 
tjme to come." 

In 1805, the Corporation resolved that the churchwarden, 
though elected on the 30th November, should not take office 
until the following Easter, and this resolution is still in force. 

The earliest of the books containing the records of the pro- 
ceedings of the Corporation of Wells, begins, as has already been 
stated, in 1378, from which period there is almost a continuous 
record of the annual appointments of Majors and other municipal 
officers, as well as of Churchwardens. In a deed dated A.D. 
1362, Nicholas Cristisham occurs as one of the churchwardens. 
He was a considerable benefactor to the city, having by deed, 
dated 17 November, 1394, granted to Thomas Hore, lie then 
Master (or Mayor), and the Commonalty of Wells, fourteen 
messuages, three tofts, and 22s. rent (all in Wells), for the 
better support of the same Commonalty forever. This Nicholas 
Cristisham was Mayor of Wells in 1378, 1382, 1385, 1388, and 
1390. The following " Roll " is compiled from the yearly record 
of the appointment of corporate and other officers elected by the 
corporate body. 

EOLL OP CHURCHWARDENS APPOINTED BY 
THE CORPORATION OF WELLS. 

1378-J'ohii ChDTchstyle 1390-Johii Clothere 

John Pestel John Yjkeres 

79— The same 91— John Clothere 

80 — John Newmaister John Bonberwe 

Eobert Webbe 92— The same 

81— John Chnrohstyle 93 — John Clothere 

Stephen Say John Boabeigh 

82— John Chnrohstyle 94— The same 

John Clothere 95 — The same 

83— John Kewmaister 96 — The same 

Thomas Say 97— The same 

84— John Wode 98— The same 

John Chnrohstyle 99 — ^The same 

85— John Atte Wode 1400— Bobert Baker 

John Yykerys John Boubergh 

86— Thomas Say 1— The same 

Bichard Gros 2 — John Boabergh 

87 — ^The same John Glasjer 

88— John Stoke 8 -John Boubergh 

Stephen Wydsore (or Synderys) Walter Clerk 

89— John Atte Wode 4— Bobert Baker 

John Yykeres Walter Clerke 
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1405— John Boaberw 

John Glaeder 
6— The same 
7— Boberfc Baker 

John Glasyer 
8— The same 
9— John Glasyer 

Edward Wylde 
10— Biohard Gnssage 

BiohardTiote 
11— Edward Wylde 

Eobert Syvier 
12— Philip Porter 

Edward Wylda 
13--The same 
14r— The same 
15— The same 
1&— William W^e 

Edward Wylde 
17— William Peynto 

William Weye 
la— The same 
19— William Peynto 

Edward Wylde 
20— Edward Wylde 

John Williams 
21- Edward Wylde 

John Hnlett 
22— John Hope 

John Hnlet 
23— John Hervey 

John Hnlet 
24r— The same 
. 25 — John Harvey 

Edward Waxmaker 
26 — ^The same 
27— Edward Waxmaker 

John Mower 
28— The same 
29 — John Mower 

Bobert Tayllor 
30— John Mower 

Eobert Trylle 
31— Hemy Selwode 

John Tayllor 
82— Eichard Seklynge 

Thomas Stawe 
83— Bobert Joyce 

Bobert Viokery 
34 — ^The same 
85 — Eobert Vickery 

Eobert Joyce 
36— Eobert Viokery 

William Beanfy • 
87 — ^Eobert Vickery 

William Beanf ny 
38— William Sely 

John Cnrteya 
89— William Weye 

John Curteys 



1440- 

41— John Trappe 

Bichard Wylly 
42— John Byllyng 

Bichard Wylly 
43— John Byllyng 

Biohard Glyre 
44 — John Sadelere 
(Mayor of Wells 1471-2. In 1509 he gave 
the dtizens a parcel of land at Bmm- 
ham. 26 Jan. 33 Hen. VI., he was 
elected one of the M.P.'s for Wells.) 

William Ganyngton 
45— John Ghew 

John Sadelero 
46 John Ghewe 

Heniy Baylly 
47 — ^The same 
48— Eobert Thombnxy 

John Gryps 
49— The same 
50— Eoger Kyte 

Bichard Bikers (or Baker) 
51— Biohard Seward 

Boger Eyte 
62 — ^The same 
53 — John Bulgeon 

Eichard Seward 
54— John Bulgeon 

John Huchyns 
65— William Pryonr 

John Hnchyns 
66— Heniy Gierke 

Bichard Gogan 
57— Bobert Welbef e 

Hemy Gierke 
68— John Brokeman 

John Grene 
69 — ^The same 
60— Walter Gierke 

John Grene 
61— Thomas Perrisson 

John Grene 
62— The same 
63— John Grene 

Bichard Wylde 
64— John Herberd 

Bichard Wylde 
65— John Herberd 

Thomas Hywode 
66— William Bury 

John Herberd 
67— William Bury 

Thomas Felde 
68— John House 

John Ghywe 
69— William Wylmote 
(Owner and occupier of the Swan Hotel 
many years). 

John Chy we 
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1470— William Wylmofce 

Thomas Hampton 
71 — Bobert Oanyngton 

Thomas Mors 
72^ John Harberd 

John Trenaunte 
73 — The same 
74 — John Harberd 

Biohard Hugowe 
75 — John Josne 

Gotayius Barbor 
76 — John Josne 

Stephen More 
77— William Brigges 

John Smythe 
78 — ^Thomas Flemynge 

JohnLynge 
7&— Thomas Sewarda 

Bobert Draper 
80 — John Majne 

Thomas K oto 
81— The same 
82— William Skynner 

John Sevyer 
83— The same 
84— John Bone 

William Wilbef 
85 — John Goldwegge 

William Wade 
80— William Tanner 

William Wade 
87— John Petyte 

William Knyghte 
88— Nicholas Draper 

John Petyte 
89 — John Jonys 

(No second name). 
90— Thomas Bethom 

Bobert Staynor 
91 — John Glemente 

Bobert Stoynor 
92— Biohard AtteWater 

Bobert Steynor 
93— Biohard AtteWater 

John Dedynge 
94— John Orchard 
( Jna Orchard was one (probably the first) 
of the benefactors to the Taylors' Com- 
pany, in Wells. He gave property of 
considerable yalne for the nse (^ " poor 
Taylors " of Wells. 'He was one of the 
wardens of the Altar of the Holy 
Trinity of Hen. VII.) 

John Elye 
95— John Orchard 

Bichard Qinohin 
96— John Orchard 

Thomas Aphowell 
97— Bichard Herte 

John Piten 



1498— John Dessef ord 
John Bomell 
99— John Welshofc 
John BnmeU 
1600— William Frempton 
William Wade 
1 — ^William Frempton 

Bichard Merryfylda 
2 — John Pomerey 
Bobert Steynor 
8 — ^Biohard Hugow 

Thomas Hethfield 
4 — ^Bichard Steyner 

Thomas Clyre 
6— Bobert Steyner 
Thomas Glyre 
6— William Lynge 

John Seward 
7— William Brodyer 

Henry Brynscombe 
8— William Wether 
William Wyghte 
9 — John Goney 
John Lyne 
10— William Whylye 

John Lenge 
11 — John Tanner 

Bichard Smyihe 
12— John Davy 

Heniy Dodyne 
13— Bichard Whitl^ 
Thomas Lewys 
(Mayor of Wellsin 1528, 1529, 1546, 1551, 
1552, 1556, and 1557). 
14— Bobert Ev'ard 
John Jonys 
(Mayor of Wells in 1532, 1538, and 1549). 
16 — ^Thomas Bowe 

John Joneys, jmu 
16— Bobert Ev'acd 

John Jonys 
17 — John Gay 

Bobert Ev'ard 
18— William Sabyne 
(Mayor of Wells in 1624 and 1526) 
William Joyse 
19— John Godwyn 
Bobert Ev*ard 
20— The same 
21— William Bnry 

William Batteler, jnn* 
22— Walter Stride 

William Goode 
23-John PaUe 

William Goode 
24— William Bury 

John Meryf yldo 
25— William Bury 

William Merahaiuxta 
26— William Dean 

h2 
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1626— William Bioarde 
27-- William Bultynge 

Bobert Gobbe, (orGowes) 
28 — "So appointmeniB reoorded 
29 — John Godwyn 
(Mayor of Wells 1540, 1541, 1543, 1550, 
and 1556. M.P. for the Gity 1538, 
1541, 1547, and 1553). 

Henry Galbnry 
80— Thomas Gomysh 

Henry Pall 
31— John Gyles 

John Marler 
82— John Apowell 

Bichard Tyke 
83 — Thomas Lewes 

William Gheryton, de Wyke 
84 — ^William Bolman 

William Yevan 
35 — ^Biohard Frampton 

John Geles de Powlesham 
86— Bobert Tayllor 

William Gheryton. 
87— Tristram M*che 

Kicholas Lane 
88— Walter Wall 

Biohard Foze 
89— Lodwiok Whyte 

Walter Paynter de Bnroot 
40 — Samnel Edwards 

Heniy Gocks 
41 — Samnel Deverell (or Seward) 

Samnel Edwards 
42 — ^Bichard a Gary 

Biohard Galyngton 
43— George Wylmot 

Thomas Gybbes 
44— William Godwyn > 

John Heth 
(Town Glerk of Wells 27 Hen, VIII). • 
45— Edward Negett 

Thomas Plnmley 
46— Bobert Heth 

John Gibbs 
47— William Gonn 

Edward Bath 
48 — John Porter 

John Hall, de Bnroot 
49 — ^Thomas Myles 

Thomas Hixe, de Wodford 
50 — Bobert Wiseman 

William Merchant 
61 — John Bni^es 

William Buxton 
52 — John Yeyans 

John Bichards 
53 — ^Boger Anmere 

Bichard Meryfield 
54— Thomas Brynell 
John Butler 



1555 — ^Thomas Kyng 
Elfridns Upton 
56— Thomas Pratt 
William Loyell 
67 — ^Bichard Gwyn 
John Bnltyi4p 
68 — ^Bartholomew Hagat 

Bobert Gocks 
69— William Howper 

Thomas Matthewe 
GO— William Smyth, Gapper. 

John Huchens 
61 — ^Nicholas Pademore 

Bobert Gasbard 
62— Thomas Isak 

(No second appointment). 
63— Walter Gorwaye 

John Marler 
64— William Lewes, Baker 

John Hall 
65 — Bobert Norton 

(No second appointment). 
66 — Nicholas Ins^gge 
(No second appointment). 
67 — ^Thomas Parsons 

(No second appointment), 
68 — John Kynge 

John Mylle 
69 — ^Thomas Buttermer 

John Gookes 
70 — John Lerett 

John Bukstone 
71 — ^Anthony Wilcox 

William Beanmond 
72— John Denbye 

John Webbe 
73— Bobert Selhay 

John Pyrryniter 
74 — John Budge 

Edward Horte 
75— Nicholas Butler 

Henry Foxe 
76 — ^Edward BrangweU 

John Brock 
77— Bobert Webbe 

William Beade 
78— Thomas Bylston 

John Loxton 
79— William Williams 

Thomas Taylor 
80— William Gorway 

John Ghesman 
81— Bichard Alford 

John Kytchen 
82— Bobert Sharpe 
(No second appointment after this date.) 
83 — Francis Lumbre 
84— Thomas Brodrybbe 
85 — Bichard Anstice 
86— Edward Morgan 
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1687— Robert Hill 
88— Robert Smythe 
89 — John Ames 
90— -William Peok 
91 — John Jefferis 
92— Robert Bredebere 
93 — Hnmphrey Palmer 
94— Richard Cole 
95 — ^Hemy Foster 



1643— Thomas Brinte 

(From 1644 to 1661, no recorded appoint. 

ments are known to exist, and probably 

none were made). 

61— John Walter (expelled, and Ralph 

Connors elected in his place). 

62— William Fettiplace 

6a— Thomas Smith 

64— Valentine Dorset 



(Mayor of Wells 1621, 1629, 1633, 1638, (From 1665 to 1686 no appointments are 



and 1645) 

96 — Manrice Robynson 
97— John Baylye, Cutler 
98— John Hole 
99— Richard Manndrie 
1600 — Hngh Robynson 

1 — ^Vertne Hone 

2 — John Anthony 

8— William Alford 

4— William Attwell 

6 — ^Richard Holbrooke 

6 — ^Robert Creese 

7— John Totterdell 

8 — John Bnxtone 

9— Peter Morgan 
10 — ^Thomas Norris 
11 — John Raines 
12— John Wookey 
13— WilUam Ellis 
14r— Valentine Lndwell 
l&-Joseph Hill 
16— Thomas Wensley 
17— Thomas Latchf ord 
18— Walter Bricke 
Mayor of Wells 1634 
Bricke's Almshouse). 
19 — John Coxe 
20— Jorden Bisse 
21— John Coke 

22 — (No appointment recorded), 
23 — Edward Barloe 
24— Edward Christopher 
25— Edward Hoiah als Clarke 
2&-iJohn Sadler 
27— William West 
28— Thomas Shattocke 
29— James Coke 
80— Robert Thomaa 
81— Peter Sandford 
82— John Hoggins 
83— William Smith 
84— Richard Frior 
85— Robert Hall 
86— John HiU 
87— Robert Rowley 
88 — Edward Bro?minge 
8&— Matthew Pecke 
40 — ^Robert Hnrman 
41— John Coke 
42— John Hodgkeya 



recorded). 

87 — Joseph Gallington 
88— Robert Bayley 
89— John Playster 
90— John Collins 
91— John Thaoker 
92— William Holbrooke 
93— The same 
94 — Joseph Gallington 
95 — Archibald Harper 
(Mayor of Wells 1702. Founder of the 
Wooloombers* Almshonse). 
96— William Merifield 
97— William Horsey 
98— R. Thomas 
99— William Nix 
1700— Thomas Ama7 

1— Abraham Wflls 

2 — James Thomas 

3 — Thomas Baron 

4- Edward Slade 

6— William Haines 

6 — Thomas Merchant 

7 — John Seyior 
Founder of 8 — ^William Salmon 

(Mayor of Wells 1676, 1683, 1694, 1700, 

1716, 1722, 1729. 
9— William Babson 
10— The same 

11— John West 
12— William Baron 

13 — ^Abraham Mogg 

14 — Charles Taylor 

15 — Richard Cupper 

16— Robert Taylor 

17 — Charles Baron 

18 — John Pearce 

19 — John Painb, junr. 

20 — John Browne 

21 — ^Robert Haines 

22— Hodges Cooke 

23 — ^Abraham Parsons 

24— William Sever 

25— Henry Hellard 

26— Simon Collins 

27— John Nix 

28— William Chestex 

29— Thomas Parfitt • 

80 — ^Anthony Sevier 

91— John Sutton ... . 
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1732— Wmiam Higgins 

83— Bobert Siarode 

84— WiUiam Eeate 

85— The same 

86— George lloor 

87— FranoiB Thaoker 

8&— Bobert Franois 

89— Charles Peony 

40— The same 

41 — The same 

42— Joseph Kerle 

43— William Nidiolls 

44— Thomas Miller 

46 — ^Francis Pune 

46— James Parfitt 

47 — Joseph Baoon 

48 — The same 

49 — Joseph LoToll 

€0— John Haines 

61 — Charles Tndway 

62— William Kood 

63— James Flood 

64 — ^Blchard Sntton 

65— Thomas Millard 

66— Clement Tndway 

67 — ^Boberfc Jeffrey 

68— James York 

69 — George Hopkins 

60 — G^eorge Moore 

61— Joseph Baoon 

62— John Haines 

63 — Charles Tndway, jnn. 

64-^harles Baoon 

65— John Alford 

66— John Brock 

67 — George Laz 

68-JohnNa8h 

69— Charles Tndway, Jnn. 

70— Charles Tndway 

71— Robert Laz 

72-John Nash 

73— William Miller 

74— John Loyell 

75— Isaac Whiter 

76— John Rooke 

77— William Yonng 

78— The same 
<John Alford, chosen 7 Jan. 1779, in place 

of William Yonng, deceased.) 

79 — GteorgeLaz 

80— The same 

81— John Porch, jnn. 

82— Robert WiUmott 

83— The same 

84— JohnNasJi 

85— The same 

86— Charles Baoon 

87— Edward Goldesborongh 

88— WilUam Pnlsf ord 

89-Jo8eph Teek 



1790— John HoUoway, Esq. 
91— The same 
92— George LoveU 
93— Robert WooUamfl 
94— The same 
95— Robert Laz 
96— Edward Spencer 
97— The same 
98— John Watts 
(John Watts being empbyed in H.M. 
Service^ George Say was elected in hia 
place, Angnst 27th, 1799). 
99— John Nash 
1800— John Paine Tndway, Esq. 

1 — ^The same 

2— John Porch 

8— Robert Willmott 

4— Robert Brooks 

6— Henry Brookes 

6— Manrioe Dayies 

7 — Charles Bacon 

8— Charles Hyde 

9 — Stephen DayicB 
10— John Lovell 
ll-^Charles Delamotte Mathiaa 
12 — George Biggs Laz 
13— Francis Besley 
14— Henry Hope 
15— Robert WoUama 
16— JohnHoare 
17 — George Bacon 
18— The same 
1&— Richard Yanghan 
20— Stephen Daviea 
21 — Geoige Biggs Laz 
22— William Chester Beixyman 
23— Robert Davies 
24— Joseph Lovell Lofvell 
25 — John Snelgrove 
26— Henry Giflard 
27 — George Bacon 
28— Robert Welsh 
29— John NiohoUs 
80— Adam Plowman 
81— Joseph WoUanis 
82— The same 
83— John Jerrard 
84— John Hanghton 
85— James Everdell Appleyard 
86— John Fry 
87 — James Ganod 
88-Edward Rolle 
89— Joseph Persona 
40— Samnel Hobba 
41-^oseph Smith 
42— Albion AndrewB 
43 — ^Robert Dempster 
44— William C. Berryman, jnn. 
45 — ^Henry Bernard 
46- John GifiEard Eyeratt 
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1847'— Henry Powell 1860->The same 

48— The same 61-^oseph Parsons 

49— Henry W. Livett 62— Joseph J. Tasker 

60~Jamee Qarrod 63 — ^The same 

51— -William Pry 64^-The same 

52— The same 65— John Eelway 

63— John Willmott 66— The same 

54— The same 67— William Dare 

65— The same 68— The same 

56— The same 69— The same 

67— Edwin Hippialey 70— Francis Pry 

68— The same 71— The same 

69— Bidbard Magga 72— The same 

THE MAYOR'S CHAPLAIN. 

The circumstances connected with the origin of the peasion of 
£7 6s. 8dL at present paid by the Corporation of Wells out of 
their common funds^ are somewhat singular and not generally 
known. In the earliest periods of the municipal history of Wells, 
the corporate body were often noticed as a "Gild," and there can 
be no doubt that during a very long period, down to the date of 
the Beformation, the constitution of the Corporation partook, as 
has already been observed, very much of the character of a 
religious society. Gilds were societies sometimes living in com- 
mon together, and sometimes joined together in a body for some 
public purpose, or performing some public duties or functions. 
During the predominance of the Roman Catholic forms of 
worship, almost everything was in some way or other mixed up 
with religion. Of this, from what has already been said, the 
Corporation of Wells formed a striking illustration. Most 
societies of this kind had a priest, or chaplain ; ofEien more than 
one, either wholly or partially maintained and paid from the- 
common revenues. There are notices of this in the city records 
early in the thirteenth century, and traces of it will be observed 
in other parts of this book. 

At a meeting of the corporation on the 5th of February, 1466, 
a grant was made to Thomas Clyve, chaplain, of an annual 
salary of eight marks, (£5 6s. 8d.), and a tenement and garden, 
before then in the possession of Thomas Coke, chaplain, situate 
in Friston Bow, on condition that he continued to celebrate 
mass at the altar of the B. V. Mary in the^ church of Saint 
Cuthbert, and keep the same house in good repair. This pen- 
sion is no doubt the same as that mentioned in the foundation 
deed of Thomas Tanner's Chantry, already quoted. 
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In 1497 the following appointment is recorded in the pro- 
ceedings of the Corporation : — 

"M, JOH'liTES BLAKEDON." 

*' At this Convoca^on the Maister and his brothers, w'th th' assente and consent 
of all the burgesses, have demised and graunted vnto Moister John Blakedon, 
beynge now our Ijady P'ste, and occapyinge a S'vyce, foundyd at the Awter 
of our Blessed Lady the Yirgyne, in the paryshe churche of Seynte Cuthberte, at 
Welles, a tenemente w'th a gardjme annexed to the same, sette in a strete called 
Pesten-rowe, in whiche ten*te the saide John now dwelleth and occupyeth ; To have 
and to hold vnto the saide John aa longe as he occupieth the saide chaunt'e and 
B*vioe of our Ladye, and when it shal happen the same s'vice to be voyde, vnto all 
and ev*ye other p'este to be admytted vnto the same s'vyoe or chauntiye, vnto the 
ende and terme of Ixxxz yeres, then nexte and immediately foUowyng to be fully 
complete and ended, withowte any man'er of rente therfore yeldynge or payinge ; 
p'vyded ev'more that they and euyche of them occupyinge the saide s*vyce of our 
Ladye, shall suffycyentlye repayre, susteyne, and menteyne the saide ten'te, w'th 
th' app'tences at theire owne p'per costs and expences dur3mge the saide terme of 
Ixxxx yeres : And moreover bycause of the grete costes and expences in byldynge, 
whiche the saide John Blakedon hath don and 'comply shed in and vppon the saide 
ten'te w'th th' app'tences, as it is reported, to the vcJue of £xxx, and more, as in 
the same ten'te the acts therof doth appere ; and also for a s'teyne sume of money 
whiche the said John Bla.kedon intendeth w'th effect to take and delyver to the 
com'on cofEre, the Maister and his brethrene, wyfch all the burgesses havynge goode 
mynde of the saide costs and expences in byldynge of the saide ten'te, and also of 
the sum'e of money which he intendeth to delyver to the com'on coffre, wyllynge 
therfore to geve vnto the saide John Blakedon thanks, and also to do for hym and 
f rends, a plesor as followeth ; whereupon at this conv'a^on the saide Maister, by 
the assente of his brothers, and burgesses, by these presents byndeth hymself e and 
his Buccessours, Maisters of this Cyte of Welles hereafter for the tyme beynge^ 
that at the next avoydance or advowson of the saide chauntrye, or S'vyce of our 
Ladye, the Maister of the Cyte of Welles for the tyme'thereaf ter beynge, shall geve 
alwayes vnto ev*y suche p'ste, at his admyssyon in the saide s'vyce, an oth vpon a 
boke, that in his Secwndo memento, at his maRse dayly, to commende and p'y for^ 
the sowles of John Blakedon, John Byche, Will'm Chylde, for ther faders' and 
moders' sowles, and for all the sowles of them that he wull have to be prayde for 
and for alle crysten sowles, w'th a p'per coUecte, secrete and post comon'. For 
whiche oth and charge so to be geven at the admyssyon of ev*y suche p'ste in the 
saide s'vyce durynge the saide t^:me of Ixxxx yeres, the Maister of this Cyte for 
the tyme beynge, shall p'ceave and have in the feste of Seynte Michell th* Arch- 
angell, at the awter of our Ladye, in the tyme of matens, viijd, payde alweye by the 
hande of the rent getherer of the com'on lyflode of Welles, durynge the saide 
terme, that is to wyte, of the saide sume of money which John Blakedon intendeth 
and wull delyver to the saide com'on coffre : And aliso at this convo'9on it is graunted 
that the seide Ten'te and gardyne with th' app'tences shal be approp'red and 
annexed by suffycyent wrytynge vnto the sayde chauntrye and s'vyce of our Ladye, 
and to ev'ye p'ste occupyinge the same s'vyce durynge the saide Ixxxx yeres; 
p'vyded always that ev'ryone of the saide priestes called our Lady pryestes, and 
occupyinge the same s'vyce in man'er and forme afore rehersed, shuld not, nor non 
of theym shal in no wyse take, or g*nte the saide ten'te and gardyne, nor non p'cell 
therof, to any p'son or p'sons durynge the saide terme, but tbey and ev'y echo of 
them shall dwell and be resydente vppon the same ten'te w'th th' app'tenceSj 
kepynge and observynge the charge and observances af orsayde," 

The Corporation maintained a second priest, who seems not 
to have had an oifficial residence, though his yearly stipend was 
the same in amount as that paid to the other. These facts will 
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be seen in the following extract from the survey of Chantries, 

&c., made 1 Edward I. (a.D. 1547), from which I have already 

quoted:— 

*' The salarye of too Stipendarye Priestes celebratyn^ w*in tlie sayde ohnrolie, is 
yerely worthe in redy money to be levied and reoey ved of the issues revennes, 
and profeots of the landes and tenets belonginge to the saide Maister and 
Com'inalte, via., to either Priest for his salarie yerely oxiijs. iiijd., to be paid 
by th' handes of the receyver of the revennes of the saide landes, — £xi, yis. viiid. 

Plate and Omam*ts,— None. 

Memorand.— The Inon'bents names be not presented. It is presented that ther is 
no foanda(;on of theis i] Priests, bnt they have been kept from tyme to tyme 
of the devo^on of the saide M'r and Oomynalte to mynystre in the saide 
ohtirche, for that the Cure is verray greate." 

To this, no doubt, may be traced the present payment by the 
Corporation to one of the curates of the parish, the " cure " being 
then, as it is is now, ** verray greate." 

The Act authorizing this survey, vested in the King the lands 
and income of all Chantries, free-chapels, &c., which had been in 
existence within five years next before the first year of the 
King's reign, as well as all such Chantries, lands, and income 
granted in perpetuity for the finding of any priest, and whereby 
any such priest had been maintained, within the same period, and 
which had not, under previous Acts, come into the possession of 
Henry VIII. Under the Act of Edward VI., the two pensions 
referred to were claimed for the use of the King, and but for a 
special provision in that statute, would have been hopelessly 
forfeited. The act, however, contained a clause to the effect 
that it should not be prejudicial^© the Corporation of any City 
or Borough, or affect any of the lands or possessions belonging to 
such City or Borough. The corporate body soon availed them- 
selves of this saving clause by representing the circumstances to 
the Court of Augmentations, and prayed to be discharged from 
liability to continue the payments to the Crown. A special 
commission was issued, and the facts subsequently reported by 
the commissioners. At length the prayer of the petition was 
granted, as appears by the " Discharge," still remaining with the 
city records, of which the following is a copy : — 

'* Edwardns Sixtns Dei gra* Angl* Frano' et Hib*ni. Bex fidei defensor, and 
in t'ra eccVie Anglican* and Hibn' Snp*m Caput. Omnib' ad quos presentes I're 
p'neront Salt'm. Inspeximus Inf recorda' and Irrotr Oar* Angmenta9on and reven' 
ooron' n're quoddam decretnm p' Cancellar' and gen' ales Sup' sores ejasdem car' 
in heo verba. Hemorand. — ^Where* the Maister and Comynalte of the Towne of 
Welles, in the oountie of Soms, hare exhibyted a Byll of Petioion vnto the Chann- 
oellor and Gten'all Sorveyor of the Coorte of the AugmentaQons and revenues of the 
King's Growne oomplaynynge that where hit was p'sented before the Kyng's 
OommiBBioners for the anrrey of all Oolleges, Free-Ohapels, and Ohauntries w'inthe 

I 
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saide Conntie of Soxdb', gevcn to the Kyng's Hajestie by anotoritie of plyment 
liolden at Westm' in the fyrste year of the reigne of our Soa*aig^e Kyng Edward 
the Sixte, amongs* others, that there were two Stypendarye Freests founden in the 
Pyshe Ohurche of Seynt Cuthberte, in Wells, aforesaide of a longe tyme : And that 
ev'y of the saide Stypendarie Freests have hadde yerelye for their sev'all stypends, 
or salaries, fy ve pounds, thirteen shyllynges and fewer pence, paide of the rents of 
the same Towne, and that they have no foundayon, nor p'p*tie, but have ben kepte 
there from tyme to tyme, of longe tyme, only of devocyon, for that the Cure of the 
saide paryshe ys very greate, as by the C'tificat therof remaynyng of recorde in 
the saide Courte apperith : And bycause there appered insufficient matter to enty tie 
the kynge to the saide salaries, or stypends, the saide Maister and Co'ialtie have 
desyred in the saide peticyon to be exon*ated and dysoharged of the payment of the 
saide sev'all salaries, or pensions of £v xiij. iiij., for the saide two Stypendarie 
Freestes, to the Kynges vse : Whervppon the saide Chauncellor and gen'all 
Surveyors of the saide courte, wyllynge to have f arder inquyrie for the Kyng to be 
made conc'nyng the saide salaries, awarded a comyssion vnder the greate scale of 
the saide courte, vnto divers gentylmen of the said countie of Som't, vppon c'ten 
int'rogatories to them *mynstered by the saide courte for further inquysicion of the 
Kynge' s tytle in the p'mysses, and vppon c'tificate, publyca9on, and heryng therof, 
hit dothe appere that the saide twoo Stypendarie Freestes have ben kepte there 
from tyme to tyme of devocyon w'owte any f ounda9on bycause the Cure ys very 
greate : And that ther was no founda^on therof, nor lands, ten'ts, nor rents, nor 
other yerelie p'ffitts geven, lymytted or appoynted by any assurance for the mayn- 
ten'ce of the same : Wherfor, forasmuch as it doth appere by the saide c'tificate 
and p'sentment that the saide twoo Stypendarie Freestes have no foundaQon nor 
p'petuitie ; and also by a sp'iall p'vision in the saide statute of dissolu^on of 
Colleges, Free Chapels, and Chauntries, the lands, tenets, rents, and heredytaments 
of the gen'all corp*9ons of Cityes, Boroughes, and Townes Corporate be clerelye 
discharged and exempted out of the graunte to the Kynges Highness, his heires and 
successours, in the saide acte : It is ordered decreed of the saide Courte of 
Augmenta9ons and revenues of the Kynge' s Crowne, in the t'me of Saynt Mickell, 
that ys to say, the xii daye of November, in the thyrde yere of the reigne of our 
Sou'aigne Lord Kynge Edwarde the Sixtfe, that the saide. Master and Co'altie of 
Wells, and their successours, shalbe clerelie exon'rted and discharged agenste the 
Kynge's Highness, his heyres and successours, of the saide sommes of fyve pounds, 
thirteene shillings and four pence yerelie, for the saide sev'all stypends, or salaries, 
of the saide twoo Stypendarie Freests, and of ev'y p't and p'cell therof ; And that 
this decree shalbe a sufficyent discharge vnto the saide Master and Co'ialtie, and 
to ther successours, agenste the Kynge, his heires and successours, and also shalbe 
a sufficient warraunte vnto the Kynge's gen'all receyvors, Surveyors, Auditors, and 
all other his officers and mynisters of the saide Corte, for the allowance, and dis- 
charge of the same vnto such tyme as other good and sufficient matter be found to 
in tytle the Kinge's Highness to the same. Nos autem, &c. Teste Ric'o Sakevylle, 
Mil,' apud Westm. quarto decimo die Novembris, anno Regni nVi tertio." 

Edward VI. died July 6th, 1553, and was succeeded by his 
sister, Mary. The principles of the Reformation had steadily 
advanced during Edward's reign, but Queen Mary, as a professed 
Koman Catholic, soon proved her earnest desire for a revival of 
her own form of worship, and to undo much of that which had 
been done by her brother, and her father Henry VIII. For a 
short time the payment of the stipends had ceased, but ultimately 
became partially restored, as will be seen by a charter of the Queen, 
dated 17th May, in the first year of her reign (1554), whereby she 
granted in perpetuity an annuity, or pension of £7 6s. 8d., and 
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made it a legal and permanent charge on the possessions of the 
Corporation. A (translated) abstract of the original charter 
(which still remains with the city records) is here given : 

" Mary by the graoe of Grod, &o. At the hnmble petition of the burgesses and 
inhabitants of Wells, the Queen granted to Maurice Llaellin, Master (Mayor) of the 
City and Borough of Wells and the Burgesses of the same, an annual rent or 
annuity, or annual pension of £7 6s. 8d. out of the lands and tenements of the said 
Master and Burgesses ; whioh rent, annuity, or pension was formerly given to the 
perpetual support of a Presbyter and anniversary in the parish church of Saint 
Cuthberte in Wells ; also an annuity, or yearly pension of 16d. out of a tenement of 
the vicar of the same church, in Ohamberlain Street : whioh rent was formerly given 
for the support of an anniversary in the said church. To have, enjoy, and receive 
the said annuities, &c., without account, so that the Master and Burgesses, and their 
successors should out of the issues therof, find a fit '* Presbyter " to celebrate 
divine service in the parish church there* in 9>id of the vicar for the time being." 

In the city records the sum paid for this charter, can be seen. 

" The charge of the Queue's P'tent for the an'tieof £7 vjs. viijd., at whiche tyme 
Thomas Lewes a&d Mr. John MaWdeley beyng Burges* of the P'liament. 
Impr's. For the sig^ett of the Privie Seale — £iii xiijs. iiiid. 
It'm. The fee in the Hannp*r — £viij ixs, Od. 
It*m. The Petye fees-£x. Oa. Od. 
It'm. The Counsaille and drawing the Boke — vjs. viijd. 
It'm. The wrytynge and Secretary, and enrolleyng — £x vis. viijd. 
It'm. The Wax, Sealynge, and Grene Lace — iijs. iiijd — s'm £xvij. xs. xd. 

This Bylle is paide and discharged. 
It'm. Beceyved more— £iij. vis. viijd. 

Eoger Walrond." 

This charter, or grant, was no doubt intended as a step 
towards a revival of the old state of things which had existed 
here before the Reformation, and was only one of many* other 
means used by the Queen and her partizans to induce her sub- 
jects to conform to her own views in matters of religion. These 
influences were severely felt in Wells, where the tenets of the 
Reformation had been vndely and permanently acknowledged. 
The proceedings of the Queen and her followers were met by 
determined resistance on the part of many of the more influential^ 
inhabitants, one instance of which is noticed at some length in 
the city records. As a proof and example of the state of things 
at the time now under notioe, this record is here given, in the 
belief that it will not be uninteresting to residents in Wells at 
this time. 

" M'd that on Sat'day the xxvi day of August in the firste yere of the reigne of 
Maiy the Queene's Ma' tie, was her gr'cious Fclama9on here p'claymed consernyng 
cristian religion ; whiche day Masse was solemnly song in the p'ish church of 
Seynt Cuthb't accordyng to the old vse." 

This change was energetically opposed at the very first of the 
restored services in the church. The opposition was viewed in 
so serious a light that witnesses were examined, and a special 

i2 
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report made to the Queen, and Thomas Lygh, the offender, (a 
person of considerable inflaence in the city), was committed to 
gaol. The report made to the Queen was as follows :— 

** A C'tifioate for Thomas Lygh. To the Qnene, o*r Son*aigne Lady/* 
"Please it y'r excellent Highnesse of o'r most noble and hebandant grace to be 
certified that where we yo'r poure and hamble subjects the M'r and bnrgeis's of 
yo'r gr*oes Cite of Wells, in the Goontie of Som*t, and other the inhabytants as well 
of the saide Cite as also of the oonntie there next adjoynyng, the xxvi day of 
August last past, beyng peasably and quyetly assembled in a de^owt man*r * 

Almighty* God in the p'sh church of Seynt Cuthb't in Wella 

beforeseide, one Thomas Lygh, SVant vnto Will'm Tum'r, comyng then into the 
seide church at the tyme of the second lesson in matens, immediately aft' and as 
Bone as the same lesson was ended, the seide Thomas p'ceyv'ng an awlter in the 
q'uere there newely set forth that same day w*t a picture of Crist crucified, and 

two candlesticks w't tapers upon the same, goyng aboute • • •> 

to stire the people to sedition and disquietness, w*t a lowd voyce and wylful 
countenaunce soyd theys repetyng thes words, •* What the Devill have we here, 
wyll ye have the people comyt ydolatry ageyn,** at which words all the people 
there beyng sodenly moved and stirred into a grett vprore, Thomas Lewes, M'r of 
the city aboveseide, p'cevyng the same and feryng a more mischeff that might then 
have folowed, quyetly p'cedyng hyselfe towards the seide Thomas Lygh, and 
cherytably exerted hym to hold his peace and to leve his talke in suehe matters, 
wh'uppon he annswei-ed in lyke wylful man'r as above is seMe, ' takerecorde of it, 
for y wyll byde by it ;* Wheruppon the seide Thomas Lewes, p'ceyving the 
outrageous behav'or of the seide Thomas Lygh vpon his seide exhorta^on not to 
seese, stretly comandyng in the name of yo*r highnes that all the people then and 
there gathered together shuld kepe themselves in peace and quyetnes, and that 
the p'ste and clerks there shuld goo forward in God's s'vyce, dyd ap'hend the seide 
Thomas Lygh, and accordyng vnto your g* ace's charge and commandment fer that 
behalf, berying date at Bichmond the xviij day of August last past, have oom'ytted 
the seide Thomas Lygh vnto yo'r g*ce's gaole, there to remayn wythont bayle or 
maynp'se duryng the pl'asor of yo'r bigness, whose royall estate by the godnes 
of Grod p*s'ved we yo'r g'ce's poure and humble subjectts the M'r and burgeses 
beforeseide do dayly p'y for the long contynuence therof w't moche encrease of 
honor. . Dated at Wells beforeseide vnder o'r Gom*on scale. Geven the xcc dag^ of 
August, the first yere of y'or most gracious reigne." 

The gaol to which the offender was committed was not the 

County Gaol, but the prison or gaol of the Bishop's Bailiwick, in 

Wells, (now the office of the Secretary to the Lord Bishop). 

This did not meet the approval of the Queen's advisers, as will 

appear from the following letter ; — 

" Lr* Jacobi Fitz James." 
" Beloved, I have receyved yo'r L're and do p'ceyve thereby that one Lygh was 
lyke on Sat'y last to make some sterr, or vpror, in the Cite of Wells, and that he is 
apprehended and not sent to the gayle : I assure yow yt not well done, as I thinke 
he shuld so long remayne from thens, wherfyr my advyse shalbe 'at he be sent 
immedyately vnto the Gayle, and y shall advise the Queue therof wt as moche spede 
as may be, not only for the spekyng of the blody words, but it is to be doughted whether 
he be sett on by any other evill p'sons or no, consyderyng whose man he is, and how 
stoughtly he stode in the evill fact ; agen consyderyng how f jccle the towne of 
Wells doth stande, and the conn trey abowte the same, Mr. Maudley is lemed and I 
do not a lytel marvell what he meneth that he do not se hym ponyshed accordyng 
to the Queue's p'clama^&n j yf he wyll not ye shall have my help thenn vntiU the 
Queue's pleasure be known* Yale in Oriste Ih'u. 

Jacobus Fitz James." 
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The result of these proceedings is not recorded, but I beliere 
no very serious consequences followed^ as Thomas Legh> the 
offender, was elected Mayor of the city in 1565, 1566, 1570, 
1581, 1589, soon after which he died, and was buried in the south 
transept of St. Cuthbert's Church. After the death of Mary 
and on the accession of her sister^ Queen Elizabeth, the payments 
to the Chantry Priests again ceased for several years. At length 
by long continued efforts^ the Corporation obtained two new 
Charters, which defined and considerably extended the privi- 
leges of the citizens. In one of these Charters (a.d. 1581) the 
old pensions already adverted to were revived and perpetuated, 
and the Charter of Queen Mary confirmed, as will be seen by 
the following extract (translated from the original Latin) ; and it 
is under this Charter the payment has been since, and is at this 
time made : 

" Whereas onr Most dear Sister Mary late Qneen of England, hj her letters 
patent made nnder her Greate Seal of England, bearing date the seventeenth day 
of May, in the first year of her reig^, Did give, g^^ant, remise and release to her 
well-beloved subjects, Maurice Llewellin, then Master of the City or Boroagh of 
Wells, in the county of Somerset, and to the burgesses of the same City or 
Borough, AH that yearly rent, or annuity, or yearly pension of seven pounds, six 
shillings, and eightpence, of lawful money of England, issuing, and to issue out of 
the messuages, lands, and tenements of the said master and burgesses, in the City 
or Borough of Wells aforesaid ; and which rent or annuity, or yearly pension, waa 
formerly given, granted^ or assigned, to the perpetual snstentation of a priest and 
anniversary in the parish church of St. Cuthbert, in the City or Borough of Wells t 
And also all that rent or annuity, or yearly pension of sixteen pence, issuing, and 
to issue out of one tenement of the vicars of the parish church aforesaid, in Wella 
aforesaid, situate in a certain street within the borough aforesaid, called Chamber- 
lain Street ; and which rent was formerly given or granted and assigned to the 
Bustentation of the anniversary in the parish church aforesaid : To have, enjoy, 
receive, and retain the said yearly rent, or annuity, or yearly pension d seven 
pounds six shillings, and eightpence, and the said rent, or yearly pension of 
sixteen pence, to the aforesaid Maurice Llewellin, Master of the City or Borough 
aforesaid, and the Burgesses of the same City or Borough, and their successors for 
ever, freely and quietly without any service or tenure of our said Sister, her heira 
and successors, and without any accompt, or other thing for the same to our Sister 
her heirs and successors, to be yielded, paid and done, as by the saofe letters patent 
is more fully manifest and appears. [Then follows a recital of thei Letters Patent 
granting a pension of £4 ISs. 4d. to the Corporation of Wells in trust for the in. 
mates of the Old Almshouse) " Know ye that we • • of our special grace, and 
certain knowledge and mere motion, for us, our heirs, and successors, have granted 
and confirmed, and by these presents do grant and confirm to the aforesaid Mayor, 
Masters, and Burgesses of the City or Borough of Wells aforesaid, and their sue- 
cessors, All the aforesaid annuity, or yearly rents and pensions of seven pounds, 
six shillings, and eightpence ; and the aforesaid rent, or yearly pension of sixteen 
pence, to the aforesaid Maurice Llewellin, Master of the City or Borough aforesaid, 
and to the Burgesses of the same, by the aforesaid letters patent, of our most dear 
Sister Mary mentioned to be granted * * To have, hold and receive the aforesaid 
yearly rent, or yearly pension of seven pounds six shillings and eightpence j and 
the aforesaid yearly pension of sixteen pence, to the aforesaid Mayor, Masters, and 
Burgesses of the City or Bozongh aforesaidi and their suoceaBors for over without 
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withont any other account, or any other thing for the same to ns, onr heirs and 
BncoesBors in anywise howsoever yielded, paid or done : Nevertheless we will and 
ordain that the aforesaid Mayor, Masters, and Burgesses of the City or Borough 
aforesaid, and their successors for ever hereafter, shall find or cause to be found 
out of the issues of the aforesaid annuities, or yearly rents of seven pounds, six 
shillings and eightpence, and sixteen pence, a fit Iciest celebrating, and to celebrate 
divine things in the parish church of St. Guthbert aforesaid, in Wells aforesaid, in 
aid of the vicars there for the time being.*' 

The Corporation, from the first grant of the pensions, exercised 
the uncontrolled and exclusive right of appointing the assistant 
priest. This clearly appears from the corporate records. The 
following is one of such appointments, made 11th August, 1576: 

" Hit is agreed and condiscended that Walter Celye, clerke, shall have the an- 
nuitie and pen9on of £vii by the yere, the whiche Sir John Tumor hadd ; and that he 
shall have the same accordinge to the advice of the Oounsell of the towne, and 
accordynge to the Queue's Mat»s gr'nte." 

Then follows the appointment : — 

'* To all trewe x'tien people to whome this p'sent writynge shall oome. WiU'm 
Smythe, Drap*r, M'r of the Boroughe of Welles in the Countie of Som't, and the 
Co*iltie of the same borough, sonde gretynge in o'r Lorde God ev'lastinge. Knowe 
ye, We the sayd M. and Co'ialtie (the Coiporation) have geven and granted, and 
by this p'sent writynge doe gyve and graunte vnto Walter Celye, clerke, one 
annutie, or yerelie pennon of seven pounds, of good and lawfuU money of England, 
geven owte of o'r co'iltie rents and lands in Welles aforsayd : To have, hold, p'cey ve 
and take the annuitie, or yerelie pennon of seven pounds, vnto the sayd Walter 
Celye, for and dnrynge his naturell liffe : To the entent, and vppon condi9on that 
the sayd Walter Celye shall from hensforthe serve and attende the divine s'vice in 
the p'ishe church of Saynte Outhberte, in Welles aforsayd, and to synge, serve, and 
mynystre in the same churohe, and to ayde and help the Yyckar, and other 
mynysters in the sayd churche, in the tyme of devyne s'vice, at the com'andment 
of the M'r (Mayor) for the tyme beynge : And the same annuitie, or yerelye pen9on to 
be payd yerelie at f owre usuall terms, or feastes, of the yere, by even por9ons, that 
is to saye, at the f easte of the birthe of o*r Lorde God ; annuncia^on of o'r Ladie ; 
the Natyvytie of Saynt John Baptist ; and Saynt Mickell the Archangell ; And yf 
hit shall happen the sayd annuytye, or yerelie pennon of seven pounds shall be 
behynd and onpayd in p'te, or in all, after any daye of payment in the whiche hit 
ought to be payd, by the space of one moneth, yf hit be lawfully asked, that then 
hit shalbe lawful vnto the saide Walter Celye, and his assignes, to enter in and 
vppon, o'r com*on lands and rents in Welles aforesayd, and to distrayne, and the 
distresses then see taken to kepe and detayne vntyll the sayd annuytie, or yerelie 
pen9on soe beinge behynde and vnpayd, be vnto the said Walter, or his assignes, 
fullie contentyd and payd, together with the arrearages therof, yf any suche be. 
And furthermore knowe ye that vs the said Mr and Co'i'altie have put the sayd 
Walter Celye in full and peacable possession and seazin of the sayd annuytie or 
yerelie pennon by the payment and delyv're of one pen y of good and lawful! money 
of England in name of seazin of the saiae. In witness wherof, we the sayd M'r and 
Co'i'altie of the Borough aforsayd to theis p'sents have sett our common scale. 
Geven the last daye of Septembre, in the nyneteenth yeare of the reig'ne of or 
Sov'aigne Ladie, Elizabeth, by the Grace of God, Queue of England, Fraonce and 
Irelande, Defender of the Faith, &c." 

On the 17th July, 1612, another appointment is recorded, 
which, translated from the Latin, is to the following effect : — 

'' On the same day, all they whose names are above inscribed (the Corporation) 
on the occasion of the death of Thomas Merest, late Presbyter in the church of St. 
Cuthbert, in Wells ; Thomas Dugdale, Clerk, is elected to that office ; to receive 
yearly seven pounds, so long as he be willing to perform all such laudable services 
as the above-mentioned Thomas Merest, and others preceding him have performed." 
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In 1620, 46e Corporation, oil the complaint of the then vicar, 
suspended the payment of the pensions, as appears by the 
following order : — 

" It is ordered and oondisoinded by all the p'sona heere p'sent (the Corporation) 
that insomuoh as Mr. Hall, the vicar of St, Cnthbert's, dothe affirme that Mr, 
Deane, the nowe Chaplain, w*ch receaveth the £vii for to assist the said vicar, as 
his chaplaine and carat, and soe negleoteth the care of the church many tymes, 
Vch, if it were not for the said Mr. Hall, the sVyoe might be left whoely vndoen. 
It is therefore ordered that the stipend w'ch habh been paid to the said chaplaine 
shalbe respited vntill suche tyme as there shalbe farther considera^on." 

It will be observed that the pension noticed in these pro- 
ceedings is said to be £7 only. Why it became so reduced I 
cannot explain. 

During the troubles incident to the rebellion in the reign of 
Charles I., a vacancy occurred in the office of *' Stipendary 
Priest," which the Corporation not only filled up, but appointed 
the same person as governor of the Old Almhouse. This will be 
seen by the following extract from the corporate records : — 

" The election of Mr. Francis Standish to bo Chaplaine in St. Cathbert, and 
to have ye stipend. 

" Whereas Mr. Daniel Buckley, clerke, late governor of the hospitall, founded by 
Bishop Babwith, and Stypendarie in ayd of the Vicar of St. Cathbert, in Wells; 
and lykewyse stypendarie for saying morning prayer in the said pirish church of 
St. Cuthbert, deceased vpon thursday last, being the 23rd day of this instant 
March ; by means whereof the said places are now voyd, and one other incumbent 
is to be chosen for the supplying of the said service: and for that the Deane and 
Chapter of the Cathedral Churche of Wells, have formerly nominated a governor 
for the said hospitall, or almeshouse, who are not now resident in Wells, but are, 
and have been elsewhere inhabitynge for certain causes best known to themselves, 
but cheefly by reason of the dangerousness of the tymes : Therefore the persona 
above-named (the Corporation), for the present service, have appointed Mr. 
Francis Standish, clarke, one of the vicars chorall of the Cathedrall Churche afore- 
said, to supply the place of governor in the sayd hospitall, vntill the said Deane 
and Chapter shall otherwise dispose of it; and to supply the place in ayd of the 
Vicar of the said parish church of St. Cuthbert, and to say Morning Prayer in the 
said Church every day, vntill such tyme as itt shall otherwyse be ordered ; and the 
persons above-named have elected the said Mr. Francis Standish to receave the 
said annnytie for the present service, due from the Corporation, whiche is about 
dBvii by the yeare, and lykewyse to receave the said stipend for the saying of 
Morning Prayer, which is iiii, dew from the said parish of Sfc. Cathbert." 

The appointment of Mr, Standish, as Governor and Chaplain 
of the Almhouse, as well as the assistant Priest to the Vicar of 
St. Cuthbert, was not unusual, as the two offices were often held 
by the same person, who was generally styled as the ** Mayor's 
Chaplain." The following extract from the Register of Burials 
of St. Cuthbert's church under date 1612, will afford evidence of 
the fact : *^ Mr Thomas Mere, Chaplain to the MayoVy and 
Governor of the Almshouse, departed this life the 14th of May, 
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and was buried the 17th." The Thomas Mere here men- 
tioned, is, no doubt, the Thomas Merest who was succeeded by 
Thomas Dugdale as before noticed* 

It has already been proved that the right of appointing the 
assistant priest, or curate, was, originally, legally vested in, and 
exercised by the Corporation of Wells, and it is equally certain 
that the stipend or pension of £7 6s. 8d. was, until a recent 
period, generally paid by the corporate body, to their own 
nominee. The following extracts from the accounts of the 
" General Receiver '* of the Corporation, are given in support of 
this statement : 

1659.--Paid Mr. Standish, by order— £7 Ofl. Od. 

1688. — ^Item, Paid Mr. IVanois StaDdish, Gk)Yernor of the AlmshotiBe, for readinge 

prayer— £7 Os. Od. 
1670. — Paid Mr. Standish and Mr. DaWdge, for reading momynge prayer — ^£7 Os. Od. 
1684.— Paid Mr. Collins, the Carate, for 8 qoart's Sallary— £6 6b. Od. 
It. Paid Mr. Collins for one quarter's sallary — £1 15s. Od. 
1685. — Paid Mr. Collins ye Curate his halfe yr'a sallary, endinge the 25th March — 

£8 lOs. Od. 
1693.— Paid Mr. Shallett for 3 sermons— £1 Ss. 4d, 
Fd him for ayeare's sallary reading prayers at Bt Cnthbert^s— £7 Os. Od. 
1703. — ^To Mr. Bellinger for readinge of prayer, halfe a yeare ending Lady-day. 

1708— £3 lOs. Od. 
1786-7.— Pd Mr, Arohdeaoon Hudolstone 1 yeare*a sallary— £8 8s. 4d. 

This latter payment no doubt included £1 3s. 4d. for com- 
memoration sermons, which will be noticed elsewhere. 

The subject of the payment of the pension was frequently dis- 
cussed by the Corporation, and objections made to the practice 
which had arisen of paying it to the Vicar, instead of the Curate. 
At length during the Mayoralty of the late Joseph Lovell 
Lovell, Esq., in 1836, the following order was made and recorded 
on the corporate proceedings. 

" The Yioar of St. Cnthbert having claimed of the oonnoil two pensions, or 
yearly rents of £7 68. 8d. and 16d., amounting together to £7 8s. Od. : the former 
issuing ont of the corporate estates, and the latter out of the Vicar's possessions, 
and it appearing to us that he is not entitled thereto, but that under the Charter of 
81st Elizabeth, and under the provisions of the Act of 5th and 6th William IV. 
Chap. 76, sec. 72, such pensions are confided to us the Council, in trust to find a fit 
Presbyter, celebrating and to celebrate divinity in the parochial church of St. 
Outhbert, to the aid of the Yicar thereof, for the time being : We therefore no^ 
rule and ordain that such pensioas are not payable to the Yicar; and we request 
the Mayor to make this resolution known to the Yicar, the Bev. Henry Watson 
Barnard, and at the same time to request payment of the pension of 16d., payable 
by him to the Council as Trustees, as aforesaid." 

On the 15th May, 1837, the council discussed the subject 
again, and then made the following order : 

(» The Council rule and ordain that the pension, of which they are trustees, as 
stated in page 192 of this book, be paid to the Rev. Mr. Sidebottom, the priest 
celebrating divinity in the parish church of St. Cuthbert, in aid of the Yioar." 
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These orders, which have never been revoked, were followed 
during a considerable period, but for several years the pension 
was paid to the Vicar instead of the Presbyter, or Curate. The 
old practice of payment to the curate has again been lately 
revived. The lesser pension of 16d., probably from its insigni- 
ficance, has not been paid for many years. A notice of the non- 
payment occurs in the Receiver's account, in 1767, where it is 
said to be in arrear since the year 1699. 

The subject of this old pension has recently been discussed by 
the Corporation, and in March 1870 the Town Clerk was 
instructed to search the corporate records and report on the 
pension to the Mayor's Chaplain, as well as on the Gift, or Com- 
memoration sermons. This report was made ; and on the 4th 
April, 1870, the following resolution was agreed to :-^ 

"Besolved that having regard to the Gharfcera of Qneen Mary and Qneen 
Elizabeth, and the orders of the Gonnoil made and recorded on the xninntes of the 
Gooncil, on the 30th Deoember, 1836, and the 15th May, 1837, the pension of 
£7 6s. 8d., and money for gift sermons be voted annually by the Council on the 9th 
of November, and that the treasurer be instructed not to pay the money until he 
receives the order of the council.*' 

Thus the matters with reference to the old pension of 
£7 6s. 8d., and the Commemoration Sermons remain at this time. 
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l^imiHE seats now used by the Corporation undoubtedly 
^1^ belong to that body by prescriptive right, acquired by 
immemorial possession. The unusual authority exercised 
by the corporation in the affairs of the Church of St. Cuthbert, 
before spoken of, gave them, from a very early date, the right to 
the exclusive use of certain seats when they attended divine 
service, which they were accustomed to do in past times very 
much more frequently than now. Even in the general disposi- 
tion of the seats, other than their own, the corporate body seem 
to have had extraordinary powers, as the following extract from 
their proceediags, 19th December, 1511, will prove :— 

" At this Conyocafon the Maister (Mayor) and his brothers, with the assent and 
consent of all the bnrgesses, heth ftOly condyscended and agreed that from hens* 
f orthe, for the comyn wealthe, profite and avayle of je chnrche of Sejmcte Gnthbertey 
no p'son shall ocupie and vse in the seide chnrche no mo' setes, or pewes, bnt for 
one p'son ; the residewe shalbe yielded yppe into the wardeynes* handes, and theie, 
by the consente of the Maister, to sell them to snche honest p'sons that hath noe 
seets, to the moste advantage of the saide chnrche ; and in lykewyse the xxiy bnr. 
geis* (the corporation) shal from hensf orthe ocnpie and sit in the sete and pewe of 
olde tyme ordeyned for them, and yeld vppe such sects as thei haye in the chnrche 
besids, to the advantage of the saide chnrche : And then it was commanded that John 
Cole (one of the xxiv) shuld not vse to sit in his wyffis sete, bnt vse the sete of 
the'xxiv, vppon payne of a nobnll, to be payed and employed to ye ohnrche's 
workes.*' 

Not only were there seats or pews specially appropriated to 
the corporation, but also to the wife of each eight married 
*' Masters " of the municipal body. 
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On the 3rd November, 1667, the corporation asserted a right, 
in deaKng with the pews, superior to the churchwardens and 
vicar by making an order " That for bycause Joh'n Kynge, late 
churche warde' of this p*yshe, did place the wyfe of Richarde 
Shep'de, Gierke, Vicar there, in a pew apoynted specially for 
olie of the sayde m'res wy ves, w'owte the advice or consent of the 
sayde M'r and his brethrene, contrary to an olde auncient order 
and pleaus'nce therof vsed tyme owte of mynde, he is am'ced for 
his offence, vis. viij.** 

The seats now used by the corporation are partly made up 
from materials not originally designed for such a purpose. 
These materials are of oak, in some parts elaborately and 
elegantly carved. There is an old tradition that this ancient 
sculptured oak once formed part of a screen in Glastonbury 
Abbey, or in some building connected with that once magnificent 
establishment. Traditions of this kind are rarely without some 
foundation, and portions of the exterior of the seats present 
indications which will go far to support the old traditional account 
referred to, particularly a beautifully-sculptured cypher in one 
of the bench ends representing the letters R. B., being the 
initials of Richard Bere, who became Abbot of Glastonbury in 
1494, and died in 1524, when he was succeeded by the Venerable 
Richard Whitynge, who, in 1539, was cruelly put to death by 
order of the Commissioners of Henry VIII. The cypher is pre- 
cisely similar in design to many others still to be seen in churches 
and buildings known to have been erected or repaired by Abbot 
Bere. There are other reasons in support of the evidence of the 
truth of the old tradition now being noticed. In an account of 
the receipts and payments by the corporation, under date 18th 
January, 1568, the following entries occur : — 

(Beoeipt). " The sayde aooamptante is charged with £33 6s. 8d., Voh he reo'd 
of Leonard of Shepton, for the House at Glastonbury — £>xxx.. vjs. viijd. 

(Payments). " The sayd accomp't prayeth allowance of £xij payde Mr. Payne in 
earnest for the Honse at Glastonbury — £xij. 

It'm of £zl. payde Mr. Payne for the same House — £zl. 

** It'm. Payde for my charges at Glaston, twise, to speke wyth Payne w*n the 
aforesaide house was a ti^ynge downe — zijs.'* 

This plainly proves that the corporation purchased and pulled 
down buildings at Glastonbury, and there cannot be much doubt 
that the *' House," was part of, or in some way connected with 
the Abbey, as it is a well known fact that large quantities of 
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materials were sold some years after the dissolution. Moreover^ 
it is not probable that the *' House " so pulled dowii was an 
ordinary dwelling-house. 

In the account immediately preceding that from which the 
foregoing extracts have been given, there is another item which 
also proves that the seats of the corporation were either set up, 
or altered about that time: — 

" It'm. Payde Brynstone for the ITres (Master's or Mayor's) pew in the churohe 
wyth hangynges and lace, — ^xvi s vi d." 

The seats, made at that time, after the lapse of a few years, 
appear to have been found inconvenient, and requiring alteration. 
This will be seen from the following extract from the proceedings 
of the corporation, under date 19th June, 1625 : — 

" Yppon oomplaynt made of the grevannoes in the new seates, Vch many of this 
House doe oonceaye to be in the ereotinge of the same seates, w'ch now be in the 
p'ishe chnrche of St. Cnthb'te, for the Mayor, Becorder, and the Mayor, his 
brethrene, the Town Gierke, and the sixteene capitall burgesses : It is desired that 
the same seates may be reformed vnto the anntient forme as they were, and that 
the tymber w*ch is left may be kepte for that purpose : Whervppon for that all the 
zxiiij ar not here p'sent, it is condiscinded that such of the zziiij ar not here p'sent, 
it is condiscinded that snch of the xxiiij as can shew any cause ag'st this order shal 
appeare here at the next Convoca^on, and in the meantyme it is consented vnto by 
the names followinge — ^viz., Bichard Gasbeard, Tho. Jeanes, Will'm Towse, John 
Crees, Will'm Jett, Will'm Tavemer, Will'm Atwell, Bo. Broadbeare, Henry Foster, 
Mr. Bo. Lane, Mr. Henry Baron, Mr. Tho. Baron, Mr. Barth'ew Gox, Maior, except 
Mr. Vertue Hunt. Two of the absent corporators, Walter Bricke, (the founder of 
Bricke's Alifishouse), and John Gox, subsequently consented to the alterations.** 

In further illustration of the authority of the corporation in 
dealing with the pews in the church, the following extract from 
the city records, A.D. 1507, is given: — 

" At this assemble it is ordeyned that from hensf urthe oon of the constables for 
the tyme of his office, shall have his sete in the church wyth John Standerwyke." 

" And that [the] other constable for the tyme of his office, shall have his sete 
ther as the Town Gierke now occupyeth, that is to wyte, in the place wher John 
Deryngo now sitteth ; this to be firme and stable." 

" And moreover it is ordeyned that when the Maydter the Saturdayes, and other 
Fests dep'tyth w*th the Priests byfore the crosse in the body of the churche, that 
as many of the xxiiij as be theynne in the churche shall accompanye w'th the 
Mayster, vpon payne of a gallon of wine." 

The royal arms until recently a£Sxed to the corporation pew, 
were put there at the restoration, when the inhabitants, many of 
whom had been. great sufferers during the rebellion, gave vent to 
the most unbounded expressions of joy, and in their zealous 
loyalty set up these arms as a memorial of the event, and in- 
scribed them thus : — " This armes set vp when King Charles the 
Second was proclaimed, in the xii year of his reign, 1660." 
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The powers exercised by the corporate body in matters con- 
nected with the church of St Cuthbert, were doubtless far 
greater before the Reformation than afterwards. These powers 
gradually became more limited^ but were by no means extin- 
guished. As late as 1706, the following order was made : — 

" Wheras seVall strangers (on the Lord's day, com'only called Sunday), intrade 
themselyes into the corpora^on seate, or pew, belonging to the eight Masters' wif ea 
of the said citty, insomnch that often times there is not snfficient roome for the 
members of this house, and the saide eight masters' wif es to sitt in theire respec 
tive seates or pews : This house dothe therefore order and agree (to prevent snoh 
lyke inconyenyences for the future), that the receiver doe forthwythe cause fower 
lockes to be sett on the saide Corpora9on seates, being one on eVy doore, and one 
key to open the same, w'ch the belman is to kepe, and open the s'd doores for the 
Corpora^n when hee shall see them come into the s'd p'ishe churche ; and alsoe to 
putt one locke on the s'd pewe, belonginge to the s'd eight Masters' wifes seate, 
and geve one key to the saide bellman to open the same for the s'd eight Masters' 
wifes for the tyme being, as they or either of them shall have occasion." 

The old custom of attending divine service at the parish church 
seems to have partially fallen into disuse in the early part of the 
last century. To remedy this a new bye- law, or ordinance, was 
made on the 12th November, 1709, that on every Sunday when 
the Mayor attended the service, all the members of the Cor- 
poration, with the Recorder and Town Clerk, who then went to 
the church, were to wait on the Mayor ^' in their respective robes 
or gownes," and for each default a fine of Is. was to be paid. If 
the Mayor omitted to give directions to the Sergeants at Mace, 
so that the members of the Corporation, with the Recorder and 
Town Clerk, might have timely notice, the Mayor himself was 
to be subject to a fine of 5s. For any neglect of duty in giving 
proper notice to every corporator, the Sergeants at Mace were to 
lose their places. At that time, the City Trading CompanieSj^ 
with their banners, and often with a band, attended service at the 
church, and this practice continued down to a period within the 
memory of persons now living. 

At a meeting of the Corporation on the 20th November, 1711, 
after making an order that at all future meetings of the Corpora- 
tion the Mayor should have power to " send for any liquors and 
other necessaries for the entertainment and refreshment of the 
said Corporation during the time of business of such meetings,'' 
not exceeding 6s. 8d; a second ordinance was made to the following 
effect :— 

** At the same time it was ordered and agreed unto by this House, that the 
Beoeiver belonging to this corporation shall with all convenient speed, buy and 
provide thirteen large handsome Com'on Prayer Books, of the newest or latest 
edition, to be fixed with chains to the seat or pews belonging to this corporation, 
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in the parish ohnroh of St. Cuthbert, in Wells, for the nse of the said oorporation, 
and their snocessors, in manner following, viz. : — ^five of the said books to be fixed 
in the pew or seat of the Mayor and Masters, and f onr more thereof in each pew 
belonging to je sixteen, or common oonnoill : the said Beceiver to buy the s'd 
books, and defray ye expence of fixing ye same out of the public stock belonging 
to this corporation." 

In the recent re-arrangement of the seats in the churchy per- 
mission was given to the churchwardens by the corporation 
for changing the position of the ancient corporate pew^ so that 
the seats instead of being from east to west^ might be made to 
range transversely from north to south, across the church* This 
being ultimately assented to, the change was duly recorded in 
the proceedings of the corporate body; the exchanged seats being 
to remain for the perpetual use of the corporation for the time 
being in substitution for those given up. These new seats have 
small brass plates inserted in them certifying that they belong to 
the " Corporation of Wells." The carved wood which partly 
made up the old pews, was again brought into use, with the ad- 
dition of other wood, carved in a similar design, on which are 
added the arms of the city as represented on the silver seal now 
officially used by the Mayor, ** Per fess ar. and vert, a tree 
proper issuant from the fess line, in base three wells, two and 
one, masoned gu." 

The larger portion of the pews in the church were, for a long 
period, made the subject of bargains, by sale for money considera* 
tions paid to the churchwardens, or to persons to whom such 
grants had been made, on sales by them to other persons. These 
bargains were generally for certain lives named at the time of 
making the grants. The following are examples of the records 
of such transactions, made in a book kept for the purpose :— 

"3." 

''1683." — ^William Coward, Esq're, Becorder, his executors and aflsignes this 
whole pew for the severaU lives of Mr. WlQiam Coward,and Mrs. Catharine Coward, 
eon and daughter of je said WHliam Coward, Esq." 

" 1706. — Mr. William Goldfinch, and Mary his wife, hath this whole pew for terme 
of their lives, — sold to them vpon the surrender of William Coward, Esq., son 
and executor of ye said William Coward above-named, late Serjeant-at-Law, 
deceased." 

"1716. — ^Mrs. Elizabeth, wife of Mr. William Goldfinch, a seat in this pew for 
term of her life in ye room of Mary, his late wife." 

"13." 

" 1660.— Thomas White, Esq., this whole pew for terme of his wife's life." " (This 
Thomas White was made Becorder of Wells, by order of Oliver Cromwell, but was 
expelled from that office at the restoration of Charles II.)" 

" 1709. — Sold Mrs. Jane White a seat in this pew for the life in room of her 
mother." 
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" 1784, 28th Aiigusfc.— Then sold to Peter Davis, Esq., Beoorder, to be held and 
enjoyed by him, his ezecntors and assigns for the lives of Bobert Davis, Esq., Mr. 
Peter Davis, Bichard Comes, jnnr., Esq., and Mr. Dodington Sherston, four seats in 
the South Isle (viz.) : No. 81, No. 82, No. 88, No. 84, for two ponnds and four 
shillings. At the same the chnrohwiurdens, on behalf of the parish, agreed to 
renew a life for the time to come for eleven shillings. 

Witness my hand, Wm. Higgins." 
"89." 

''1701. — ^Mr. John Bobinson this whole pew for his owne life, and the lives of 
Charles Tndway, his grandchild, and Mary Todway, his danghter." 

" 12th Angost, 1749.~Then sold to the Hon'ble George Hamilton, Esq., to be 
held and enjoyed by him, his ezeontors, and assigns, for ye lives of himself and 
Bridget, his wife, John Hamilton, and Bridget Hamilton, his son and daughter, four 
seats in ye pew, late Biohard Bakehouse's, for seventeen shillings. At ye same 
time the ohurchwardens on ye behalf of ye parish, agreed to renew a life for the 
time to come for four shillings." 

This practice continued until a comparatively recent date, but 
it is now wholly at an end^ and any attempt at a revival of the 
old custom would^ as the law now stands^ be illegal. 
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HONATIONS to the church were in early times much 
more frequent than at present. This was especially so 
before the Reformation. Few persons would venture to 
make their wills without including donations to the church, and 
often to the ministers and officers connected with it. These gifts 
were generally in money^ but sometimes in provisions^ live stocky 
or goods, such as wheat, oxen, sheep, &c. 

I have selected from the public records a few examples of gifts 
to the church of St. Cuthbert, as faithful illustrations of the 
habits and customs of the periods to which they refer. 

Brobert Southovere, of Wells^ made his will on Thursday next 
after the Feast of the Decollation of St. John the Baptist [Aug. 
29th], A^D. 1300, from which the following is a (translated) ex- 
tract : — 

" Firsfc, I leave my sonl to God and the Blessed Mary, and all the Samts, and my 
body to be buried in the chnrchyard of the chnrch of St. Cnthbert, at Wells. 
Also, I leave to the chaplain of the parish of the same chnrch, threepence. Also, 
I leave to the two clerks of the same church, twopence." 

" Proved before Walter de Haselschawe, Bean of Wells, the eighth of the Ides of 
September [6th Sept.], 1800." 

In 1348, a testator by his will, leaves a legacy for the susten- 
tation of a light in the church of St. Cuthbert; nineteen sheep to 
the fabric of the church ; also a piece of lead to the cathedral ; to 
the Hospital of St. John, one best bed ; to his brother Philip one 
moiety of his arrows ; and to his brother Thomas the other moiety* 
He also gives a silver seal in a pocket (or bag) of silk. 
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GBANT AND CONFIRMATION OF A HOUSE IN GROPE LANE. 

(NOW UNION STREET) A.D. 1352. 
"Know all men to whom this present writing shall come, that I, Thomas 
Gtyngelot, son and heir of Thomas Gyngelot, deceased, have given, granted, and by 
this present writing confirmed nnto Thomas de Draycote and William Wynd, 
Wardens of the goods of the church of St. Gnthbert in Welles, one messnage with 
its appnrtenances ; which messnage is sitnate in the town of Welles, in a certain 
lane which is called Grope * * * lane, between the tenement of Adam de 
Garletone, on the sonth side, and the tenement which belonged to Matthew le Goke, 
when living, on the north side : To have and to hold the messnage aforesaid, with 
its appnrtenances, unto the aforesaid Thomas and William, wardens as aforesaid, 
and their snccessors, wardens for the time being, freely, wholly, well, and in peace 
for ever ; they rendering yearly thereont nnto the chnrch of St. Gnthbert, that is 
of the Blessed Mary there, five silver pennies, and two pennies to celebrate two 
masses in each year in the chnrch aforesaid for the sonls of my father and mother. 
And I, the aforesaid Thomas, and my heirs, will against all mortal men warrant, 
acqnit, and keep harmless the aforesaid messnage, with its appnrtenances, nnto the 
aforesaid Thomas and William, wardens of the goods of the chnrch aforesaid, and 
their snccessors, wardens, who for the time being shall be snch wardens. In 
witness of which thing, to this writing I have set my seal. Given at Welles, on 
Monday the Feast of St. Greorge [April 23rd] in the twenty-sixth year of the reign 
of King Edward after the Gonquest the Third : These being witnesses hereto, — 
Walter de Gomptone, Thomas lo Saltere, William Fankes, John de Hamme^. William 
Jnrdan, Adam de Garleton, Richard de Harpetre, and others." 

Then comes the confirmation by a separate deed : — 

" To all and singnlar to whom these present letters shall come. Thomas Gyngelot, 
son and heir of Thomas Gyngelot, deceased, greeting in the Lord everlasting. — 
Know ye that I have remitted, released, and wholly for myself and my heirs for 
ever qnit claimed, unto Thomas de Draycofce and William Wynd, wardens of the 
goods of the church of St. Gnthbert in Welles, and to their snccessors who for the 
time being shall be wardens of the goods aforesaid. All my right and claim which 
I have, and in any manner may have, in one messnage with its appurtenances, 
situate in the town of Welles, in a certain lane which is called Grope * * * 
lane, between the tenement of Adam de Garleton, on the south side, and the tone- 
ment which belonged to Matthew le Goke, when living, on the north side : so that 
neither I, Thomas, my heirs, nor any other person in our name, shall for the future, 
by any means or device, be able to exact, demand, or have any right or claim in 
the messuage aforesaid, with its appurtenances ; but shall be forever excluded from 
all action and remedy of law by these presents. In witness of which thing, to these 
presents I have set my seal. These being witnesses hereto, Walter de Gomptone, 
Thomas le Saltere, William Fankes, John de Hamme, Adam de Garlton, Walter 
Jurdan, John Jurdan, Richard de Harpetre, clerke, and many others. Given at 
Welles on Wednesday the feast of St. Mark the Evangelist, [April 25th], in the 
twenty sixth year of the reign of King Edward, affcer the Gonquest, the third '^ 
[A.D. 1362]. 

The following translation from an original grant, jointly to the 
Mayor of the city and the wardens of St. Cuthbert, is another 
instance of the connection, in early times, between the corpora- 
tion and the parish church : — 

"To aU the faithful in Ghrist to whom this present writing shall come; 
Christina le Devenysshire Greeting in the Lord : — Know ye that I have in my pure 
widowhood and my full power remised, released, and for me and my heirs forever 
have quit claim to John called the Eoper, Steward (Seneschal) of the Borough of 
Wells, Ad[am] de Schepton and WilHam Kokeson, keepers of the goods of the 
Church of Saint Gnthbert, WeUs, and aU the Gommonalty of the same Borough, 
all my right and claim which I have, or hereafter in any manner may have, in one 
tenement and five shops adjoining to the same, with all their appurt^ivices, in 
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Wells, in the oonnty of Somerset ; which tenement is situate in the street which is 
called Grrope * ' lane, on the eastern side of the same street ; and the said five 
shops are sitnate on the eastern side of the said street called Grope * * lane, 
as far as the tenement which was late of Bichard G0I7 during his life; So that 
neither I, the said Christina, nor my heirs, nor any other persons in our name, shall 
assert any manner of right or claim to the said tenement and five shops, with their 
appurtenances, in anywise, and that we are excluded from all action and remedy of 
right by this present writing forever ; And I the aforesaid Christina and my heirs, 
aU the said tenement, and all the said shops, with all the appurtenances, to the said 
John the Boper Ad. and William, and all the Commonalty of the said borough, and 
their successors, will warrant, acquit, and against all persons forever defend. In 
witness wherof to this present writing I have affixed my seal [in the presence of] 
these witnesses : John de Wyke, Lord of Milton; Themas de Panes ; Henry Tonere j 
Boger le Boteler; Hugh At Capell; William de Aston; John de Pokelchurchj 
Walter At Wyche ; John At Stone ; Walter de Somerton ; William le Toukar, de 
Wokey Hole ; and others : And forasmuch as my seal is unknown to many persons, 
I have procured the official seal of the Bishop of Bath and Wells to be affixed. 
Given at Wells the twenty .fourth day of the month of April, in the twenty-second 
year of the reign of King Edward the Third after the Conquest " [1347]. 

1362. Walter de Compton^ Merchant^ and Burgess of Wells^ 
by his will desired to be buried in the church of St. Cuthbert, 
before the altar of S.S. Peter and Paul, and gave 20s. to be 
distributed among the poor, in cloth and shoes ; to the Vicar £6 
for forgotten tythes ; £10 for annuals, for the good of his soul ; 
a yearly rent of 6s. 8d. to Nicholas de Crestisham, warden of 
St. Cuthbert, and his successors, for ever, in trust for the fra- 
ternity of the Blessed Mary, and the Holy Trinity, to keep the 
anniversary of himself, and Margery his wife ; and 5s. yearly 
out of a tenement in which he lived, in High Street, in Wells, to 
the wardens, or Proctor of St. Cuthbert, to hold every year one 
solemn anniversary for his soul, and the soul of his wife, on the 
day she should die. Besides these gifts, the wiU contains many 
others to his daughter, wife of Kalph Towker, and to another 
daughter, Maud, with a provision that if they died without 
children, the property so given to them should go to the two 
fraternities before named. The Testatoir also gave a rent of six 
marks out of a tavern and burgage in High street, opposite 
Jacob's well (lately the King's Arms Inn), between the shops of 
William Atte Wode and John Combaway, to his wife for her 
life, and then to the Dean and Chapter of the cathedral, 
forever, on condition that they provided a chaplain, who should 
be a vicar of the cathedral, to celebrate at the altar of St. 
Stephen, and using there the office regularly used in the choir^ 
of collects accustomed for the dead, for the good of the souls of 
himself and his wife. Out of the six marks, 8d. yearly were to 
be paid to the sacrist for tolling the great bell, and for finding 
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books and lights for the chantry there. He also bequeathed 20s. 
for mending the Priory of St. John, in WeUs. The will was 
proved before the official of the Dean, in the cathedral, on 
* Sunday after the feast of St. Martin, 1362. 

A.D. 1377. John Gy, by his will directs that if he returned 
from sea, his body was to be buried in the churchyard of St. 
Cuthbert's church, at Wells ; 20s. on the day of his obit to be 
distributed among Christ's poor. To Jobn Palmer he leaves a 
fur, and his sword. His tenement in Biestewalles [East Wells], 
which Walter Bale held for his life, to be sold, and the produce 
therof to be divided among Christ's poor, and the priests who 
were to celebrate for benefit of his soul. Residue of his property 
to William Banastre and John Knyth, his executors, but if they 
failed in their duty, he gave such residue to his next of kin. 

A.D. 1379. Christina, wife of Walter Halyet, of Wells, by 
her will (among other bequests) gave to John Spaldyng, then 
Vicar of St. Cuthbert, 5s. ; and to Sir John BuUok, 8d. to pray 
for her soul j and to three clerks in the church, 2d. each. The 
will was proved before William de Walley, Rector of Portshedd, 
in the chapel of the blessed Mary, near the Close, 21st April, 

1379. 

WILL OF JOHN* BEOWN, A.D. 1407. 

" Li the name of Gk)d, Amen. I, John Brown, burgess of Wells, on Snnday next, 
before the Feast of St. Ambrose, namely, on the third day of the month of April, 
in the year of oar Lord one thousand four hundred and seven, being of good memory, 
do make my testament in this manner : Li the first place I leave my soul unto 
God my Creator, and my body to holy burial, to be buried in the church of St. 
Cuthbert at Wells, near to the tomb of Henry Bouedich, formerly burgess of Wells. 
Also I leave unto Sir Walter, vicar of the church of St. Cuthbert aforesaid, twenty 
shillings for tythes forgotten, and to every chaplain usually celebrating divine 
service in the said church twelve pence to celebrate for my soul, and to the three 
clerks of the same church sixpence. Also I leave to the building and repair of the 
Altar of the Holy Trinity in the same church, one hundred shillings. .Also I leave 
unto every poor person who shall come on the day of my burial to seek alms of the 
faithful in Christ, one halfpenny loaf. And my will is that there shall be provided 
four torches) to be borne by four poor men, clad at my cost in new cloth, around 
my body on the day of my burial ; and that at my obsequies five wax tapers shall 
be prepared and bum around my body at " Placebo " and " Dirige ** and at Mass. 
Also, I leave to every paralytic person lying on his bed, and to other persons most 
in want, of the city of Wells, and of the parish, f ourpence, to be paid at the dif . 
cretion of my executors, up to the sum of thirty.three shillings and f ourpence. 
Also, I leave to each of my god.children, male and female, men and women, twelve 
pence. Also, I leave to each order of Mendicant Friars in Bristol, six shillings and 
eightpence, and to the Friars Minors^ of Bryggewatere, six shillings and eightpence, 
and to the Friars Preachers, of Ivelcestre, six shillings and eightpence. Also, I 
leave to finding two fit chaplains to celebrate in the parish church aforesaid for the 
souls of Henry Bouedich, Johanna his (wife, and myself, and the souls of all the 
faithful deceased, ten pounds sterling. Also, I leave twenty shillings to be dis. 
tributed to the chaplains ^o shall celebrate for my soul immediately after my 

l2 
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death, namely, to each chaplain one penny. Alao, I leave to the road of la Port, 
waye, for the repair thereof, twenty shiUings. Also, I do give and leare unto 
Alice my wife, all my messuage, with the shops nnto the same messuage adjacent, 
situate in Welles, near the comer of the lane of la Mnllelane, between a certain 
honse which I hold of the prior and brethren of St. John the Baptist in Wells, in , 
the said lane, on the south side, and the messuage which John Pope, tylere, holds 
of the master and commonalty of Wells, in the High street of the same town of 
Wells, on the east side : — To have and to hold the whole of the messuage aforesaid, 
with the shops and all the appurtenances, unto the aforesaid Alice, my wife, for 
the term of her life, of the chief lord of the fee, by the rents and services due and 
of right accustomed for the same. And after the decease of the said Alice, my 
wife, my will is that the whole of the messuage before mentioned, with the shops 
and their appurtenances, shall remain unto the master and commonalty of tiie 
borough of Wells for the time being, — To have, and to hold the messuage before, 
mentioned, with the shops and all their appurtenances, unto the aforesaid master and 
commonalty, and their successors for ever, of the chief lords of the fee, by the 
rents and services due, and of right accustomed for the same. Also I do give and 
leave unto the aforesaid Alice, my wife, all my estate which I have in two shops in 
WeUes, situate in the High Street of the same town, between a certain shop of Isa- 
bella Tannere on the west side, and the messuage which Simon Bayley holds on the 
east side, — ^To have and to hold my said estate and shops unto the aforesaid Alice, and 
her assigns for a term of certain years, as to which in a certain deed made thereon it 
is more fully contained, which deed I had of the grant of Henry le Bouedyche, and 
Johanna his wife, by the rents and services due and of right accustomed for the same. 
Also I leave to Jolm Blythe forty shillings. Also I leave to John Barbour, dyer, 
twenty shillings. Also I leave to William Lykyng, bochere, forty shillings. The resi- 
due of all my goods, not left, I do give and leave unto the aforesaid Alice, my wife, 
that she may do therewith and dispose of the same in such manner as to her shall 
seem best and most expedient. Aiid well and trustily to carry out this testament, 
I do ordain, make, and appoint the aforesaid Alice, my wife, and John Barbour, my 
executors ; and to the end that my will may in due manner be carried out, I do 
ordain the aforesaid John Blithe, supervisor therof, by these presents. Given at 
WeUes, the day and year of our Lord above mentioned. 

" Proved before Thomas Bartone, clerk commissary general of the Reverend 
Father in Christ, and Lord, the Lord Henry, by the grace of Grod, Bishop of Bath 
and WeUes," " in the chapel of the Blessed Virgin Mary, near the cathedral church 
of Welles," on the eighth of April, a.d. 1407. 

The Testator, John Brown, was Mayor of Wells in 1391, 
1396, and Henry Bowedych, whose name occurs in the will, filled 
the same office in 1380, 1383. They were, I believe, both buried 
in the chapel of the Holy Trinity. 

A.D. 1446. William Gascoigne, of Wells (M.P. for the city 
in 1447), granted to the Dean and Chapter a pension of ten marks 
of annual rent out of his one-third of the Manor of Newton 
Placey, in the parish of North Petherton, for the support of a 
chaplain to celebrate masses, and other divine offices, in the 
chapel attached to Bishop Bubwith's Almshouse, and for a yearly 
anniversary in the church of St. Cuthbert to pray for the souls 
of Eichard Bruton, and William Gascoigne, formerly of Brugge- 
water, their parents, ancestors, and all the faithful departed. For 
the anniversary, the Dean and Chapter bound themselves and 
their successors to pay a yearly pension of 6s. 8d. to the Chaplain^ 
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whlcli he was to appropriate as follows : to the Vicar of St. Cuth- 
bert^ 4d. ; to every chaplain and clerk there^ 2d. ; to the Mayor 
for his superintendence^ 8d ; to the churchwardens, for the bells, 
8d. ; and tbe residue to the almspeople. 

A.D. 1473. Henry Goddislondj by will, orders that his body 
shall be buried in the churchyard of St. Cuthbert's church, at 
Wells, in front of the image of the Holy Trinity, before the 
porch of the church. Gives to the high altar, 16d. ; to the altar 
of the Virgin Mary, 12d; to the altar of the Trinity, 12d. ; to 
the altar of St. John the Baptist, 12d. ; to the altar of S. James, 
12d. ; to the fabrick of the cathedral, 5s. ; to the fabric of the 
church of Wookey, 12d. ; to the fabric of the church of West- 
bury, 12d. ; to the church of Axbrugge, 12d. ; of the church of 
Banwelle, 12d. ; to the church of Evercriche, 12d. To the Alms- 
house of Wells, 8d. A chaplain to celebrate for one year, in the 
church of St. Cuthbert, at Wells, for the souls of himself, his 
parents, and benefactors, and to have 8 marks for his salary. 
To his son or daughter that might be " in ventre " of Juliana, 
his wife, at the time of his death, he leaves 5 marks ; to Julianaj 
his wife, the tenement where he lived, until such child, if a son, 
reached 15 yearsj when he was to have it for all the term for 
which testator held it ; but if a daughter, or such son should die 
before 16, then the tenement to remain to said Juliana for said 
term. If said Juliana and such son should die before such term 
expired, then the tenement to go to the Hospital of St. John the 
Baptist at Wells, the inmates thereof to pray for his soul, and 
those of his parents, and all the faithful deceased. To Robert 
Broke he leaves a trimmed gown of sanguine color ; to John 
Jonys, a gown of sanguine ; to John Standerwyke, his horse, then 
in the charge of Robert Broke. To the poor on the day of his 
burial, 10s. to be distributed, one halfpenny each. The residue 
to his wife Juliana, his executrix. John Standerwyke and 
Robert Broke to be supervisors. Proved before the Bishop's 
Commissary, 23rd January, 1473. 

A.D. 1578. — William Jones, Canon of Wells, one of the 
executors of Robert Atwell, gave (by deed) of the goods of the 
said Robert Atwell, £40, for charitable purposes ; and directed 
that a sermon should be preached and paid for out of the interest 
of the £40, yearly, for ever. 
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A.D. 1593, — The Lady Anne Sherington, widow of Sir 
Henry Sherington, of Lacock, Wilts, gave (by deed) £50 to the 
Corporation of Wells, and out of the interest they were to pay 
for a sermon to be preached on every Sunday next after Trinity 
Sunday, for ever. 

A. D. 1604. — Henry Llewellyn (founder of the almshouses in 
Priest-Row) gave to the corporation, by his will, (dated 20th 
July, 1604) in the following words : •* Item. I give to the cor- 
poration of the Towne of Welles, twenty pounds ; and my will 
is the said corporation shall pay yearly unto the repairing of St. 
Cuthbert's church in Welles, the sum of twenty shillings, for 
ever, out of the use of the said twenty pounds.'* The money 
was paid to the corporation, as appears by a deed still remaining 
with the muniments of the almshouse^ of which the following is 
a copy : — 

" This Indenture made the one and thirtieth day of October, in the thirteenth 
jeare of the raigne of o'r Son'aign Lord James by the grace of Gk)d of England 
Fraunoe and Ireland Einge, Defender of the Faith, &o. Betwxenb WiU'm Moore, of 
Welles, in the conntie of Som'sett, gent., exeoator of the last will and testament of 
Henrie Lewellin, late of Welles afforesaid, gent., deceased, of the one p'tie, and the 
Maior, Masters and Burgesses of the cittie or bnrrongh of Welles, in the coimtie of 
Som'sett aforesaid, of the other p'tie : Witnbsseth that whereas the said Will'm 
Moore hath well and tmlie sattisfied, contented, and paid ynto the said Maior, 
Masters, and Burgesses before the ensealinge and del'yie of these p'sents, the some 
of twentie pounds of lawfnll money of England, wherof and wherew'th the said 
Maior, Masters, and Burgesses doe by these p'sents acknowledge themselves 
sattisfied and paid, and therof, and ev'ie p'te therof, the said Maior, Masters, and 
Burgesses for them and theyre snccesso's doe by these p'sents, acqnite, release and 
discharge the said Will'm Moore, his ezeonto's and adnunistrat's, and en'ie of them 
by these p'sents, w'ch said some of twentie pounds, he the said Henrie Lewellin, 
by his last will and testament, gave to the Gorpora9on of the Towne of Welles, and 
willed that the salde corpora^on should pay yearlie to the repara9on of St. Guthb'te 
church, in Welles, Twentie shillings forever, as by the same will appeareth. Now 
WITNESSETH theso p'seuts that the said Maior, Masters, and Burgesses for them, 
theire successo's and assigns, doe coven'nte p'mise and graunt to and w'th the 
said Will'm Moore, his execut's administ's and assignes, and eu'y of them by these 
p'sents, that they the said Mayor, Masters, and Burgesses, their successors and 
assignes, shall and will, yearlie, pay one annuitie or yearly rent of twentie 
shillings of lawfull mony of England vnto the churchwarden or churchwardens of 
the p'ishe churche of St. Cuth'bte, in Welles afforesaid for the time beinge, at or 
vppon the f easte day of St. Jerom, being the last day of September, yearlye, or 
Vthin ten days next after the said f easte, the same beinge lawfuUye demanded, at 
the checker, or com'on counsell howse of the saide Mayor, Masters, and Burgesses, 
their successors or assignes, for the trew payment wherof the said Mayor, l&stors, 
and Burgesses doe bind them and their successors firmlye by these p'sents. In 
Witness wherof to th' one p'te of these p'sent indentures, remaynynge w'th the 
said Mayor, Masters, and Burgesses, the said Will'm Moore hath set his hand and 
scale : and to the other p't remaynynge with the said Will'm Moore, the said Mayor, 
Masters, and Burgesses have set their com'on scale. Geaven the day and yeare 
above written." 

[The Corporato common seale is affixed to this docmnent]. 
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The yearly payment of 20s. was made for many years, but it 
has long since ceased. 

A.D. 1610.«^ Mrs. Thomazin Adams, of Wells, widow of John 
Adams, Esq., gave to the Corporation of Wells, £20, to be lent to 
two poor burgesses, and she directed that a sermon should be 
preached in the church of St Cuthbert, on the second Sunday 
after Easter, yearly, for ever. 

A.D. 1613.— Eleanor Bull, widow of William Bull, Esq., of 
Wells, gave to the corporation, £20, to be lent to poor burgesses 
of WeUs ; and she directed that a sermon should be preached 
yearly in the church of St Cuthbert for ever. 

A.D. 1613. — Nathaniel Still, Esq., son and executor of Bishop 
Still, founder of Still's Almshouse, gave 10s. for a sermon, yearly, 
on St. John the Evangelist's Day, for ever, to commemorate the 
founding of Bishop Bubwith's and his father's almshouses, and 
the Almspeople were required to attend the church on the 
occasion. 

A.D. 1615. — James Godwyn, of WeUs, gent, in his will, refers 
to a gift of £20, to be lent to poor decayed parishioners of Wells, 
and desired that the persons benefited thereby should contribute 
towards the reparation of the south aisle of the chancel of the 
church of St Cuthbert, where he desired, in the following words, 
to be buried : — ^^ Firste, I conmiende my soule into the hands of 
Almighty God, and my bodye to be buried in the northe side of 
of the southe Ue, where the little dore is in the church of St. 
Cuthbert, betwene the toome of my brother John and the wall of 
the said ile;" and in another part of his will, he gave the 
following curious directions for his own tomb : — ^* And lastly, 
my desire is that I may have erected vppon me a plain tombe, 
fixed in the stone which is laid vppon my corpes, (the same to be 
of alabaster, or some other strong stone), p*por9oning owt the 
shape of my body, as yt shall be prepared for my grave, after my 
decease ; and that there be aboute the same tombe (for preserving 
thereof) a frame made w'th spickes, or barrs of iron, made w'th 
the levell of the p'ticion from the chauncell wall, w'th a strong 
bond of iron round about, and likewise compasse over the same, 
fixed into the wall for strengthening thereof; and the tombe to 
be abowte a foote higher than the pavement in the church in that 
place whereas my tombe shall stand : and engraven in some stone, 
or brasse sette in the chancell walle, the day of my dep'ture owt 
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of this worlde ; and the said tombe to be fashioned in this ma'ner 
— videl't — w'th the forme of a pillowe vnder my head^ my body 
lying thereon as yt were on my back, my leggs streight owt, with 
my feete one athurte another as I have com'only ysed (in my life- 
time) to lye in my bedd; my hands closed together framed 
opright^ restinge on my breast^ and the shape of the sight of my 
eies fixed towards heaven, where I hope to receave the true 
comfort of my soule's healthy through the innumerable meritts of 
my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and the vertue of his death 
and passion, and of his moste precious blond shedd for me, 
into whose hands I most humbly com'ende my soule.'' Every 
vestige of this costly memorial has long since disappeared, 
though the name of Godwyn could be seen on a gravestone 
at the spot indicated in the will, only a few years ago. 

A.D. 1623.— Mrs, Hester Hooper als Small, of Wells, widow, 
gave £10 to the corporation, for the use of the poor of Wells ; and 
£5 to be lent out, and from the interest thereof 6s. 8d. were to be 
paid for a sermon in St. Cuthbert's church, on Ash Wednesday^ 
yearly, for ever. 

A.D. 1638. — Walter Bricke (founder of the ^^ Burgesses' Alms- 
house") gave lOs. to be paid on the 15 Dec. to the vicar, or hia 
deputy, yearly for a sermon in St. Cuthbert's church, on Sunday 
next preceding St. Andrew's Day, for ever. 

A.D. 1675. — Adrian Hickes (one of the founders of the Blue- 
coat School) gave 20s. for a sermon in St. Cuthbert's church, on 
the 10th October, yearly, for ever. 

A.D. 1703. — Alexander Baron gave 10s. for a sermon in St. 
Cuthbettfc's church, on the 1st August, yearly, for ever. 

A.D. 1713. — Archibald Harper, founder of the Woolcombers* 
Almshouse, by his will, dated 5th May, 1711, made the following 
gifts : — Item. I give and bequeath unto the Vicar of St Cuth- 
bert, in Wells, that shall be at the time of my death ten shillings^ 
to be paid to him to preach a sennon the next Sunday after my 
decease. And further I give and bequeath unto the Vicar of 
St. Cuthbert, in Welles aforesaid, for the time being, and to his 
successors. Vicars of the parish of St. Cuthbert, in Wells 
aforesaid, successively for ever, ten shillings yearly, to be paid to 
him to preach a sermon yearly in St. Cuthbert's church in Wells 
aforesaid, upon Sunday that shall be yearly next immediately 
after the day of my decease ; the said ten shillings yearly to be 
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paid out of my ground called the George ground, or George 
Close, lying in Wells aforesaid, by the possessors or occupiers 
thereof; and I doe further hereby charge the said ground with the 
payment therof as a yearly rent charge." Then follow powers 
for the Vicar for the time being to recover the rent charge by 
distress, if in arrear for thirty days, or to sue for the same as he 
should think fit The testator died May 11th, 1713. 

Ezekiel Nash gave money for a small yearly gift of bread to 
the poor, and, out of the interest of his donation, he directed that 
one guinea should be paid to the minister for a sermon in St. 
Cuthbert's church, on the 8th March yearly, for ever ; also to 
the clerk and sexton 5s. each for their attendance. 

About ten years ago there remained chained to an old desk a 
copy of Fox's book of Martyrs, in a very tattered and broken 
condition. It was printed in 1632, and probably given to the 
Church of St. Cuthbert between that date and 1641, when the 
next edition was published. Copies were placed in many 
churches by private individuals, there being, as far as I know, 
no public order for so doing, except in the injunctions of 1571, 
in which cathedral churches alone are mentioned. All that now 
remains of this old relic is thrown aside out of sight I have not 
found any trace of a parochial library, which is sometimes found 
in churches. In the earlier records there are occasional notices 
of gifts of M.S.. books to the church, but nothing about a library 
or such-like collection of books. 
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RIRHE plate belonging to the church of St Cuthbert is in- 
^1^ teresting and of considerable value^ but no portion of it 
dates prior to the Reformation. The following is a brief 
account of this plate : — 

A large handsomely-chased silver gilt cover of a chalice (the 
gift of an unknown benefactor), thus inscribed, — 

" 1573. Saint Cdthbeet in Welles/' 
Nollnng is now known of the Chalice itself. 

Two silver Flagons inscribed, — 
" In Honoeem sanctiss'i Eedemptoeis mei Jesu Cheisti.'* 
On one of the Flagons, — 
** Quid eetbibuam D'no peo ejus benignitatibus omnib* 

EEGA ME?" FsaL 116, 11. 

On the other,— 

" ACCIPIAM CALICEM BALUTI8 ET NOMEN DNI. INVOCABIT." 

PsaL 116, 12. 
These flagons are each engraved with a shield charged arms^ 
*^ party per pale, paly of seven az., and ar., " bearing some resem- 
blance to the arms of Barkham, Lord Mayor of London, in 1621. 
To this shield is added the motto, "Kecta Certa," and on 
each flagon is the following further inscription, — 

"ECCLESI^ PAEOCHIALIS S. CUTHBEETI IN WeLLES. 

"EzECHiEL Baekham, Gen., paeochianus donavit, 1639.*' 
This Ezekiel Barkham was one of the founders of the Wells 
Blue Coat School. 
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A silver gilt paten thus inscribed, — 
** The Gif of Cornelovs Wates and an his wif to Satnt 
Cydbebdes in Welles, the 8 of Jvne, 1644." 

A large silver paten thus inscribed, — 
^*The Gift of Elizabeth Mattock, widow, wife of 
Arthue Mattock, of this Cittt, Gentleman, 1683." 
On the bottom, the initials E. M. are engraved. There are two 
shields of arms engraved on this paten, viz., one charged with 
three lions rampant; and the other with a chevron between 
three fleurs-de-lis, being a very near resemblance to the arms of 
the Matokes, or Matticks, of Hertfordshire and Yorkshire. 

Thomas Mattocke was Mayor of Wells in 1666 and 1686. He 
gave the two staves, with silver ornaments, for use of the High 
Constables. The burial place of this old Wells family is in the 
chancel, towards its junction with the nave. 

A silver-gilt Chalice, handsomely chased, (no inscription). 

A silver paten inscribed,— 

** The Gift of Jacob Woreall, Matob, 1719.^ 

This Jacob Worrall was Mayor in 1705, 1714, and 1719 He 
was a surgeon with an extensive practice in Wells. Married 
14th February, 1705, Elizabeth Smyth, of Wells. By his will, 
dated 18th February, 1720, he gave 20s. a year to buy four coats 
for four poor boys of Wells. His daughter married Joshua 
CouDsell, Esq., of Wells, and their descendants have for many 
years resided in the city of Gloucester. 

A small silver-gilt paten and a silver-gilt Chalice, originally 
both plain, but now inscribed, — 

" Pbesented to the Vicae of St. Cuthbert'b, Wells, bt 
W. Westlet, Esq., a. d. 1701.'' 

There is a memorandum affixed within the cover of the vestry 

book in Mr. Westley's handwriting, having reference to his 

gift:— 

** This Chalioe and Paten is dedicated to Almiglity God's servioe, and given to St. 
Cnthbert's parish, Wells, to remain with the Vioar thereof and his snecesBors for 
private and decent administration of the holy saoram't of the Lord's snpper to snch 
sick persona who piously desire the same and cannot attend the pnbliqne solemnity 
thereof." " Wm. Westley." 

On one of the donation boards, affixed to the walls of the tower, 
the following appears : — 

*' William Westlet, Esq., gave an Engine to this City to 

m2 
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BE USED IN CASE OF FiBE ; AS ALSO A SlLTEB ChALICE 

AND Paten, double guilt, weighing 25 oz. 10 dwts. A 
Common Pbateb Book, two Damask Napkins, and a 

Box, TO BE KEPT BY THE ViCAB OP St. CuTHBEBTS 
FOB THE MOBE DECENT ADMINISTBATION OP THE HOLT 
SaCBAMENT to SICK PEESONS THAT CANNOT ATTEND THE 
PUBLICK SEBVICE ; AND ALSO TWELVE BUCKETS.'* 

Mr. Westley lies buried in the nave of WeUs Cathedral, 
where a flat stone may still be seen thus inscribed, — 
" In memobt op Sabah, the wife of William Westley, 
Gent., who died ye 4th of June, 1701. 

H. S. I. GULIEMI WESTLEr,DE CiVITAT. WeLLEN. AbMI- 

geb. Obijt Sept 23, Anno Domini, 1719, JEtatis 84.** 
With the plate is a small perforated silver spoon, the use of 

which is not now known. 

In 1856, the then In-parish churchwarden, Mr. John Willmott, 

very commendablj prepared a list of the church plate, and 

inscribed it on the cover of the vestry book, a record which it is 

hoped will remain for many generations. 
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IJE NOVATIONS and improvements on a minor scale had 
been from time to time effected by several successive 
churchwardens. In the time of Mr. Samuel Hobbs, who 
filled the oflSce of In-parish churchwarden, in 1840-41, improve- 
ments were made by the removal or alteration of several of the high 
curtained pews, which had for many years marred the appearance 
of the interior of the church. More than this, it is right to men- 
tion another circumstance in connection with Mr. Hobbs's year of 
office,*during which he> with no little personal trouble, collected 
materials from various sources, and compiled an account, in an 
epitomized form, of the minor charities in the city, most 
of which are more or less under the management of the 
ministers and churchwardens of St. Cuthbert, and this book is 
almost the only authentic source of information now in use 
on the subject of the church charities. Several of the successors 
of Mr. Hobbs effected improvements of more or less importance. 
Mr. Henry Powell held the office of churchwarden in 1847-8, 
and 1848-9. During his official years some important renova- 
tions were made, especially in the north transept, and the 
adjoining *' Trinity " chapel, in the course of which, the ancient 
reredos in the east wall of the transept was discovered. The 
roof of the chancel was added, and the pillars there were care- 
fully cleansed in 1851 and 1852, during the time of Mr. W. Fry, 
th e cost being defrayed by a subscription, and portions of the wood 
carving were executed by several different friends of the vicar. 
Mr. John Willmott was appointed churchwarden, and con- 
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tinned in oflBce for the unusually long period of four years, 
viz., from 1853 to 1856-7. During that period extensive and 
important changes were made. For many years, a general 
renovation of the interior of the church had been contemplated, 
and especially the removal of the high, box-like pews, and 
galleries in the south transept, and " Coward's " chapel, and two 
others which were suspended (one on each side) between the 
two easternmost pillars of the nave. The Rev. Henry Watson 
Barnard, the vicar, had, during his life, been mainly instrumental 
in adding the present east window, renovating the chancel 
(which was newly roofed), and in accomplishing other important 
repairs. His melancholy and unexpected death, in 1855, 
induced an earnest desire among many of his friends and 
parishioners to testify their respect for the memory of their 
deceased pastor, and their sorrow for the great loss they had 
sustained, by attempting a fulfilment of his often-expressed wishes, 
by carrying on the work of restoration. A meeting was held at 
the Town-hall, on the 3rd August, 1855, the Mayor being chair- 
man. It was then resolved that, in the opinion of the meeting, 
the useful labours of the Rev. H. W. Barnard, not only as vicar, 
but in various other capacities, and the very general expreesion 
of regret for his loss, justified the creation of some public 
permanent testimonial to his memory. After some discussion, 
it was determined to erect a mortuary window, and to commence 
a re- arrangement of the seats in the chancel and other parts of the 
church. A committee was formed, consisting of Robert Charles 
Tudway, Esq.,M.P., the Mayor (Mr. Henry Bernard), Messrs. 
Jno. Willmott and William Adams (churchwardens), and Messrs. 
Edmund Davies, James Garrod, W. J. S. Poster, W. I. Welsh, 
William C. Berryman, William Pry, and Henry Powell, for 
raising the necessary funds by subscription. To this list the 
Dean of Wells, the new vicar, was subsequently added. Several 
intermediate meetings were held, and on the 27th December, 
1855, the family of the late vicar having left it to the committee 
to decide on the nature of the testimonial to be specially 
dedicated to his memory, it was detennined not to erect a 
mortuary window, but to substitute some more simple and less 
expensive monument, so as to leave a larger fund for the general 
restoration of the church. It was also resolved to publish 
advertisements for designs and working plans for the restoration. 
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This was done^ and several sets of plans were sent in, one of 
which, by Mr. H. Crisp, of Bristol, was ultimately selected. 

The amount raised by subscriptions amounted to ^£680^ and 
this sum was expended chiefly in removing the old pews in the 
chancel and its aisles, and north transept, and replacing them by 
the introduction of open benches of red deal. 

The Conunittee decided that the special memorial to the 
memory of the deceased vicar should be a mural tablet of 
mediflBval design, and this was provided and inserted in the east 
wall of the north aisle of the chancel, the record on which is as 
follows : — 

" In memorj of the Bev. Henry Watson Barnard, Ganon Besidentiary of the 
Cathedral Church of Wells, and Yioar of St. Cuthbert, bom 10th January, 1792, 
died of Cholera at Gbranada, 9th Jnly, 1856. Honoring the piety which projected, 
and the zeal which reared three additional churches of Gkd in the parish of St. 
Cuthbert ; and loving the remembrance of one, who in following his divine master, 
went about doing good among the sick and needy, his parishioners and friends have 
commenced the restoration of the parish church in which he ministered for a period 
of twenty.three years, and have erected this tablet in token of affection for him 
' who being dead yet speaketh. ' 

"Erected 1857." 

The allusion in this tablet to the erection of the tliree district 
churches during the incumbency of the Rev. H. W. Barnard, 
should, in justice to his memory, be noticed at greater length. 
These churches were erected in the populous and extensive 
hamlet of East Horrington, for that hamlet. West Horring- 
ton, and Chilcote ; Coxley, for that large hamlet and Polsham ; 
and Easton, for that hamlet. The first was consecrated, October 
4th, 1838 ; the second, June 28th, 1840 ,• and the third, February 
1st, 1844. The entire cost of all was provided by subscriptions, 
raised chiefly . under the influence and superintendence of the 
vicar, whose labours and anxieties for many years, in connection 
with the raising and bringing to completion these important 
works must have been very great; but those labours and 
anxieties were lightened by the consciousness that what he was 
then doing would bring great and everlasting benefits to 
succeeding generations. In these laudable works of restoration 
and repair in the church, the untiring energy of the In-parish 
churchwarden, Mr. J. Willmott, elicited frequent acknowledge- 
ment, and well-deserved public approval, and the same may 
be said of every member of the committee. 

The successor of Mr. Willmott in the ofiice of churchwarden, 
Mr. Edwin Hippisley, continued the work of restoration and 
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renovation in different parts of the churchy especially in carefully 
clear sing much of the stone work from the thick coats of colour- 
ing and white-wash which had, during several centuries^ been put 
on, and in removing the rough plaster on the walls, and re-cover- 
ing them with stucco. In all that Mr. Hippisley did, his pro- 
fessionsal skill as an architect was a sufficient guarantee that what 
he did was well done, the evidences of which can still be seen 
in the church. 

In 1862 Mr. Joseph John Tasker was elected In-parish church- 
warden, and held the office three years. During that period he 
effected extensive and important improvements, including a re- 
arrangement of the seats in the south transept, and in the chancel 
some of which were appropriated for the use of the choir. But 
that which will more deservedly perpetuate Mr. Tasker's memory 
through many generations, in connection with the history of 
St. Cuthbert's church, is the removal of a modern organ gallery 
of a most unsightly and unsuitable character^ (by which the noble 
tower arch was opened), and the demolition of an apartment under 
the vaulting of the tower, which had been used as a vestry room, 
thus opening an uninterrupted view from the eastern to the 
western end of the church. The removal of the organ gallery 
involved the necessity of finding another place for the organ, 
whioh was in a dilapidated state, as well as providing a new 
instrument. Both these objects were accomplished during Mr. 
Tasker^s years of office ; and that is not all for which his fellow- 
townsmen have to thank him. He removed the hideous altar 
screen, and thus made way for the beautiful reredos which has 
taken its place. 

The Vicar and Churchwardens issued the following circular, 
soliciting pecuniary aid in enabling them to accomplish the con- 
templated works :-— 

Wells, Norember, 1863. 
Bear Sir, 

We have felt it our dnty to set on foot a snbsoription for the purpose of re. 
pairing the Organ of St. Cu^bert's Church, which has been pronounced in its 
present state to be wholly unserviceable. 

We desire to remove it from its present situation, and to place it, when 
restored, near the Chancel, in some spot to be finallj approved by a competent 
architect. 

Our purpose also is to take down the Gallery upon which the Organ now 
stands, and to open to view the West Window, now entirely lost ; and so to carry 
out (in part) the plan of restoration commenced eight years ag^. 

You may be quite assured that no step will be taken in any of the details of 
this plan without the sanction of the architect. 

We have good reason to think that the Organ zoay be repaired, and placed 
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in its new position, and the West THndow opened to view as above described, at 
the cost of abont £600. Towards this snm the Lord Bishop has most kindly pro- 
mised £25; the Dean and Chapter, £100; the Dean of Wells (Yicar of St. 
Outhbert's), £50 ; Mrs. Tndway, £50 ; the Bight Hon. Sir William Hayter, Bart., 
M.P., £25 ; Captain JollifEe, M.P., £25 ; J. H. Parker, Esq., £10 ; and the Worshipful 
the Mayor of Wells, J. G. Everett, Esq., £10. 

The reparation of the Organ has become a matter of necessity ; and the 
opportunity should not, we thiiik, be lost, of taking a second step towards the 
restoration of one of the most beautiful churches in Somerset. 

An early reply will greatly oblige, and we earnestly hope that yon will aid 
US with a liberal contribution. Your faithful Friends, 

G. H. s. Johnson; vicar. 

JOSEPH JOHN TASKEE, ) ^ , , 
WILLIAM LAX. j Churchwardens. 

Sufficient funds were soon forthcomings and the work was 
begun, and ere long brought to a satisfactory conclusion. The 
new organ was placed in the north aisle of the chancel^ a position 
which met with general approval. The builder of the organ was 
Mr. W. Sweetland, of Bath^ the result of whose undertaking 
was the production of an instrument fully worthy the edifice in 
which it is placed. The total cost of the organ was about £363^ 
exclusive of the value of the old organ; and of the other works 
adverted to in the circular letter, the cost was about £300. The 
ceremony of formally " opening " the organ took place on the 
29th Nov., 1864, when the Mayor and Corporation, with a large 
number of parishioners, attended divine service ; the sermon being 
preached by the Right Hon. and Right Reverend Lord Auckland, . 
the then Bishop of the Diocese, from the text, Joshua 24, v. 14. 
Iho offertory on the occasion amounted to the sum of £37. 

The organ removed by Mr. Tasker was erected in 1820, partly 
by means of subscription, aided by a gift from the Corporation 
on the Stth of May, 1820, when it was " resolved to subscribe 
forty guineas for erecting a new organ in the parish church of 
St. Cuthbert." 

The organ which preceded the instrument so removed was the 
gift of Dr. Robert Creyghton, one of the Canons residentiary of 
the cathedral, as will be seen in the following extract from the 
corporate records, under the date of 13th March, 1715. 

** At the same time the Honse being acquainted that the Eev. Doctor Creyghton 
was disposed to present this parish with an organ, this Honse heartily concnrred 
therewith, and requested Mr. Recorder to wait on Dr. Creyghton, and return Tn'm 
the thanks of this Honse for his good intention." 

Dr. Robert Creyghton was a son of the Bishop of the same 
name (who died in 1672), and himself an eminent composer of 
church music, some of which is still frequently used in the cathe- 

K 
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dral services. There had been some kind of oigan in the church 
before thut which was given by Dr. Creygton. Notices of such 
an instrument are frequent in the city records. 

In the commencement, carrying on^ and bringiug to a close 
the important changes effected by Mr. Tasker, the parishioners of 
St. Cuthbert, present and future, owe him a debt of gratitude, as 
well as to the Very Rev. the Dean of Wells, the then vicar of 
the parish, and others who liberally contributed the means for 
bringing to a successful end these great improvements in the 
church. 

On Mr. Tasker relinquishing office, Mr. John Kelway was 
appointed to succeed him. He zealously continued the work of 
restoration and improvement. The floor of the chancel, and 
within the communion rails was laid with Minton'a encaustic 
tiles, and the elegant communion rail, the mediseval iron screen 
on each side of the chancel, and the corona, with which the 
eastern end of the church is lighted, were all added, as well as 
the decoration of the eastern wall of the chancel. The new 
reredos was one of the most important works executed durin$( 
Mr. Kelway's term of office, and to him the credit is mainly due 
for originating and carrying through this important addition to 
the interior of the church. From the first it was determined that 
the work should be wholly done by, or through the medium of 
Freemasons. A managing committee was formed and a circular 
published, of which the following is a copy :— 

BBMTVOLENT LODGE OF FEUEMASONS.— No. 446. 
Bestoration of the dmrch of St. Cuthbert, in the City of Wella. 

This Chnrch is sua. ancient edifice, presenting many points of interest both in 
its constmotion and history. The noble tower is acknowled{|;ed to be one of the 
finest of its date. Like others of onr parish churches, St. Cathbert's has, since 
the Beformation, severely suffered from iconoclastic zeal, and later stiU, fram mia. 
called " Bestoration." 

About twenty years ago the Bev. Henry Watson Barnard, the then Vicari 
(himself a Free-mason), commenced the work of restoration, by putting in a new 
east window, filled wit^ stained glass, and replacing the plaster oeiUng and cornice 
of the chancel with wood, somewhat in harmony with the roof of the nave, which is 
one of the best ezsunples of church carpentry extant. His untimely death, in 1865, 
stayed the progress of renovaticxi, until his parishioners and friends, deeming it a 
suitable tribute to his memory to follow up the work which he had beg^on, raised and 
expended a sum of about £700 in further restorations ; but much was left to be 
accomplished. Lately the further sum of £400 has been raised, and devoted 
chiefly to the cost of removing an unsightly organ gallery, and throwing open the 
lofty western arch of the nave, and the beautiful vaulting of the western entrance ; 
in raising and refitting the chancel fioor and seats, and providing a new organ. 
Amongst other objectionable and unsuitable erections in the chancel, was an ugly 
Corinthian altar eoreen^ of oak, whidbi oonoeftled the lower part of the eastern win. 
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dov. ^e recent remeival of tliui soreen ezpoaed a \mn sad rongb waQ, and tids 
hais suggested to some FreraaasoxiSy that, to replace it with a suitable reredoe, woul4 
be a work not nngratefal nor nncongenial to the Brotherhood. 

At a recent meeting of the Benevolent Lodge, Na 446, a som of £25 was 
vnanimoasly voted from the Lodge funds as the commencement of a sabscriptioa 
towards this work ; a committee was fc»nned, and several brethren added their 
names to the subscription list. The kind and liberal spirit in which the proposal 
has been received, by many of the Fraternity, has encouraged ns to appeal for sub. 
Bcriptions to the Lodges and brethren generally ; shonld snch appeal meet with a 
liberal response, we shall hope not only to erect the reredos, but to restore other 
portions, if not the whole of the interior of the chancel. It wUl, however, be onr 
aim and design, that the work thus to be aoeomplished shall be a work complete in 
itself. 

As many an ancient stmotnre owes its origin, the beanty of its design, and 
excellence of its completion to the skill and a labonr of the Brotherhood of earlier 
times, so have the Fraternity of the present day, in no small measure contributed 
to restore or repair the defects and injuries which time and bad taste have inflicted 
on the works of their ancestors ; and we would fain hope to see within this noble 
edifice some distinct portion of its restoration which shall be recognised by 
succeeding generations, to be the woi^, and do credit to the taste and liberality of 
Freemasons. 

We inclose a list of subscriptions, and earnestly hope you will retnzn it, with 
the amoont of your donation, as early as conv^iient. 

COMMITTEE : 
John Kelway, W-M.^ Chairoian. 
Henry Box, P.M. j Geo. Fawcett, J.W. 

Wm. Berryman, Jun , S.W. | Tho. Serel, Secretary. 

Dated January 2nd, 1865. 

Within a short time the subscriptions were found to be sufiU 
€ient to warrant the committee in engaging the services of Mr. 
James Forsyth^ whose ability as a sculptot was well known^ not 
onljr in Wells, from the many examples of his work in the cathe- 
dral church, but also in still more important and numerous exam- 
ples of his skill in many ecclesiastical and other edifices in yarioua 
parts of England, as well as in different parts of the world. 

A design was obtained, submitted to the Bishop and the Vicar^ 
and other authorities, and finally approved* A contract was 
then entered into with Mr. Forsyth at the sum of £300^ one of 
the stipulations of which was that the work should be ready for 
fixing and *' opening " in the month of July, 1867. Communica- 
tions were opened with the Provincial Grand Master of Somerset, 
Alexander WiUiun Adair^ Esq., and the Deputy P. Grand Master, 
Captain Henry Bridges, both of whom zealously lent their aid 
ia giving effect to tiie eeremony of formally '' opening'' the 
Teredos, and presenting it to the inhabitants o£ Wells. Many 
ilistiBgiiiished and eminent Masons in the province of Somerset, 
as well as others from more distant localities, willingly and fra- 
ternally consented to take part in the presentation,, which was 
fixed for the 1st of July, 1867» On that occasion upwards of 
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two hundred members of the mystic craft met in this ancient 
citjy in which are found so many and magnificent examples of the 
skilly zeal^ and piety of early Freemasons. A procession was 
formed at the local Lodge-room (the City Council Chamber)^ and 
proceeded thence to the parish church in the following order : — 

Two Tylers, 

Bands, 

Two Provincial Grand Stewards, 

The Members of the Lodges in the Proyinoe and 

other Yisiting Brethren. 

The Provincial Grand Officers. 

The B. W. the D. P. G. M. Capt. Bridges. 

Mace Bearer— P. G. S. B.— Mace Bearer. 

The B. W. the P. G. M. The Mayor of Wells, 

A. W. Adair, Esq. W. C. Berryman, Esq. 

The Mayor of Bath, Wm. Thomson, Esq. 

Magistrates and Corporation of Wells. 

Lohabitants of Wells, and others. 

At the church door, the procession was received by the Vicar 
and clergy of the city. A full choral service was performed, 
under the direction of Mr. C. W. Lavington, the cathedral 
organist, in which the cathedral and parochial choirs took part. 
A sermon was preached by the Provincial Grand Chaplain, the 
Kev. W. W. Martin, from the text the 20th verse of the 2nd 
chapter of Habakkuk, " The Lord is in His holy temple ; let all 
the earth keep silence before Him." At the close of the service, 
the procession returned to the Town Hall and partook of lun- 
cheon. The Cathedral, the Bishop's Palace, the Deanery, and 
other parts of the city were inspected by the visitors, after which 
the Vicar and Mrs. Johnson liberally provided refreshments at 
the Deanery for all comers. 

The entire design and execution of the work has deservedly 
elicited unqualified praise. The material is of Caen stone, and 
the subject represented is **The last Supper." The work is 
divided into three compartments, but the subject is unbroken, and 
the time selected for the representation is the breaking of the 
bread, and on the table are to be seen the bread, the paten, and 
the chalice. Tbe central figure is our Lord, on whose left 
shoulder, John, the best beloved of all the Apostles, reclines his 
head. The other apostles are represented on either side. The 
grouping of all is excellent. The identity of Judas cannot he 
mistaken. He seems to be turning away as if ashamed to be 
looked upon by his Lord. The drapery of all the figures is 
gracefully and effectively treated. In a niche on the south side 
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is the figure of St. Cuthbert^ the patron saint of the churchy and 
on the other side is a statue of St. Andrew^ the patron saint of 
the cathedral. The entire subject is surmounted by ele«rant, 
appropriate^ and richly carved crocketed finials^ and tabernacle 
work, the spring of each canopy being also adorned with exqui- 
sitely carved angels, bearing emblems of the crucifixion. 

The accompanying illustrations will convey a correct know- 
ledge of the past as well as the present appearance of the eastern 
end of the church> and enable succeeding generations to judge how 
great and important were the changes efiected in the year 1867. 
A small brass plate, concealed by the communion table, thus 
records the erection of this admirable composition :— 

«FBESENT£D BY FBEEMASONS, 
A, D. 1867. 

f "^ tr" 

John Kelway, W. M. 2 tri 

Henry Box, P. M. (g S 

W. Berryman, S. W. [- " 5 

Geo. Pawcett, J. W. ^1* 

Tho. Serel, Sec. g g. 

A. W. Adair, Provincial Grrand Master. 
H. Bridges, D. P. G. M. 
G. H. S. Johnson, M.A., Yicar. 
John Kelway, Chnrchwarden. 

J. Forsyth, Scnlptor." 

The works already noticed, with which Mr. Kelway's name is 
connected, are not all that he did. During many centuries the 
soil in the churchyard had been so much raised, that the interior 
of the church, near the walls, had become damp, and the fabric 
itself had for a long time been seriously injured. The whole of 
this soil was removed, to the depth of several feet, and new 
drains were laid, by which the water from the roof is conveyed 
into the adjacent sewers. 

Before Mr. Kelway vacated his ofiice, he was chiefly instru- 
mental in effectually heating the church, the cost being defrayed 
by a public collection, aided by a considerable donation from his 
own means. The cost of the several works was, — 

For the Beredos, £ s. d. 

Mr. Forsyth, the Sculptor, 300 

Printing, postages, architect's fees and incidental ex. 

17 



For the Chancel, inclnding corona, 

For wanning, inclnding stoves, pipes, &c.. 
For the ohorchyard, inclnding drainage, ,>. 



817 

204 14 

107 

56 4 



3 

3 


684 18 


6 
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Of all the improyements in the church, the windows must not 
be forgotten. In the Trinity chapel and the north transept, 
some important renovations were effected by Mr. H. PowelL 
The east window is by Wailes, of Newcastle, and was placed in 
its position in 1851. The cost was defrayed by subscriptions, 
collected by Miss Henrietta Tudway, and Miss Frances Barnard, 
one of the daughters of the then Vicar, the Rev. H. W. Barnard. 
The small window in the north wall of the chancel was given by 
the late B. C. Tudway, Esq., M.P., and was painted by Mrs. 
Tudway. The subject illustrated is the crucifixion; and the 
different symbols are treated with much artistic skill. The entire 
design reflects great credit on the taste of Mrs. Tudway as the 
painter of the window. Two other memorial windows were 
placed in the church by the family of C. C. Tudway, Esq., 
and will be noticed in another part of this book. The latest, 
and by no means the least important, has been the addition 
of a new window which has been placed in the western wall 
of the tower. For this the parishioners have to thank the 
present churchwarden, Mr, Francis Fry, whose name, in connec- 
tion with that office, will thus be perpetuated to future genera- 
tions. This window is the work of Messrs. Clayton and Bell, 
the well-known artists in glass, of Regent-street, London. The 
main subject selected for illustration is Christian Baptism, though 
other subjects are included in the design. In the two upper 
openings of the stone work are figures of the prophets Joel and 
Haggai, and in two other openings, immediately below, are 
figures of Zacharia and Malachl All these prophets prophesied 
on subjects more or less connected with Baptism. In a line with 
these, in two other openings, are two other figures, that on the 
south side being St. Cuthbert, the patron saint of the church, 
and on the other side St. Andrew, the patron saint of the cathe- 
dral. In the larger openings below, three subjects are represented, 
all of which are alluded to in our baptismal service ; viz., in tiie 
two openings on the south side, '' Entry into the Ark ;'' in the 
two middle openings, *^ Baptism of our Lord ;*' and in the two 
openings on the nordi side, '^ Passage of the Red Sea." These 
may be regarded as the principal subjects in the general 
arrangement. In the six openings in the lower part of the win- 
dow, six different subjects are represented : viz., in No. 1, on the 
south side> St. Peter baptising Cornelius; 2, St. Paul and 
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Ananias ; 3, St Paul and the Gaoler ; 4| St. Philip baptising 
the Eunuch ; 5, St. Augustine baptizing King Ethelbert, the first 
Christian King; and in the northern opening, Modern Baptism, 
intended to pourtray the vestments for ministration, and the 
ordinary attire in use at the period of the insertion of the window. 
At the foot of the window is an inscription recording the gift of 
the window, — ** To the glory of God this window was given by 
Mr. Francis Fry, Churchwarden, mdccclxxii." The entire 
design has been generally approved as a work of art, and as well 
sustaining the reputation and artistic skill of Messrs. Clayton and 
Bell, ^he total cost was £250, besides the outlay for repairing the 
stone work, which in some parts was much decayed. The formal 
ceremony of " opening " and presenting the window took place on 
the 18th July, 1872^ and on the following Sunday the Mayor and 
Corporation attended divine service^ when the vicar preached an 
appropriate sermon, in the course of which especial allusion was 
made to the gift of this window to the adornment of our parish 
church. 
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BIEE very many other parochial churches^ that of St. 
Cuthbert, in Wells, has few records relating to its history. 
In early times charters and other muniments of a public 
nature, were preserved with much greater care than they have 
been during the last two or three centuries. I have noticed else- 
where that in St. Cuthbert^s church there was an apartment 
purposely set apart for the safe keeping of the title deeds, manu-* 
scrips, and ornaments appertaining to it. This is now devoted to 
a very different and much less useful purpose, and there is not, 
either in the church, or elsewhere, any place whatever provided 
for the reception and preservation of books or documents belong- 
ing to the parish. Nearly all our old parochial records have been 
lost, and those of modem date have little care bestowed on them. 
Unfortunately, few persons possess much taste for such matters^ 
and thus books and manuscripts, valuable in relation to our local 
history, disappear or fall into improper hands and become wholly 
lost to the parishioners. This should be remedied. There is a 
small apartment (in early times the "Parvise") over the southern 
porch, which would be suitable as a repository for our parish 
records. It is perfectly dry, and secure, and at a very small ex- 
pense, could be made convenient as a parochial muuiment room. 
The following curious accounts, or Inventories, of many of the 
church ornaments, books, and much of its property are extracted 
from an ancient M.S., and translated from ihe original Latin for 
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the infonnation of the general reader. Though these accounts 
are of a somewhat fragmentary nature, thej are interesting and 
valuable in connection with the history of the church, — and add 
much to the evidence already adduced of the connection between 
the church and the corporation of the city. A translation of a 
few of these accounts is here given, commencing with one in 
1439 :— 

" Delivered to William Demster and John GnrfciB of the goods of the chnroh of 
St. Gnthbert's, upon their aooonnt before William YoweU, Master of the Town of 
WeUSjOn Monday before St. Luke the Evangelist, 18 Henry YI., one gold ring, with 
one ' demannde/ which is to remain in the chest, there to be safely kept. AJso 84 
silyer rings, and 3 necklaces of silver gilt, with stones ; one set of silver prayer 
beads ; one set of beads of let, with a gande (larger head) of silver : also 5 sets of 
prayer beads of lamber, (amber) one of which is very mnch nsed ; and all the 
other things of the preceding years shall be cancelled [i. e., so far as keeping in the 
chest was concerned] becaose they are put out for the nse of the chnrch, namely, 
2 candlesticks of silver belonging to the altar of St. Mery, weighing 68 ounces, or 
thereabouts; one ''paxtrede" of silver gilt, inserted in wood, the gift of Agnes 
Pedewelle, standing at the altar of St. Mary ; 2 silver gilt crowns, pertaining to the 
same altar of St. Mary ; 28 veils, and one table doth of Paryswerke [Paris work], 
the gift and legacy of John Crotes." 

''Delivered to John Steynour and John Trappe, wardens, Ac., before John 
Godwyn, Master of the Town of Wells, on the day of St. Luke the Evangelist, in 
the 19th year of King Henry YI., 14 lbs. of wax, and 37 silver rings, of which 2 are 
of gold, with precious stones : of which rings aforesaid William Vonell has 8 silver 
rings in his keeping. Also 5 pairs of prayer beads of lamber (amber) ; one of jet, 
with a gaude of silver ; and one pair of silver prayer beads ; siao 28 old veils, with 
1 veil, the gift of Matilda W. ; and 3 necklaces, &o. [as in first paragraph]. 

" At the altar of St. Mary. Delivered to Sir Henry Burgey, chaplain, one cloth 
of plum.colonr ; 3 towels ; 1 keeping [or keeper] cloth of canevas ; 2 cloths to hang 
before the altar, one of them of striped silk, and one of silk cloth, with dolphins of 
gold ; also 3 sets of [priests'] vestments, one of which is of white cloth, and black 
panlede [probably net silk] used in covering the altar ; one of red silk, with a golden 
dolphin, and having a gold veil ; and one other vestment of red silk cloth, with 
white leaves mixed, and golden leopards on the orfrays ; also one other chasuble of 
good and precious doth, with gold images on the back ; also 1 missal ; 1 chalice, 
gilt within; 4 corporals, with a bag [or purse] ; 1 portefory [missal for carrying 
about]; 2 cruets; 1 paxbrede; 1 pewter pot; 3 finger napkins; 1 good finger 
napkin : 2 silver cruets, parcel gilt ; 2 towels, embroidered at the ends with bluet 
[blue cloth], very good ; 8 pieces of silk, flame coloured ; also 2 pillows of white 
cloth, embroidered ; also one vestment of green colour, the gift of Bichard Smyth, 
aUas Eynght ; also a great chest, the gift of Margaret Dndman ; 1 finger napkin, 
the gift of Isabel Plomer, 6i yards long, of striped work at the ends with blood 
odoured thread ; 1 veil of cipris [a fine cloth], the gift of Margaret Tyler ; 1 table 
cloth, the g^ of Margaret Dudman, and 1 cloth, the gift of John Hilleman. 

" 23 Henry YI., William Ganyngton and John Sadeler, churchwardens. In the 
25th Henry YI., tiie number of rings had increased to 54, one being of gold, ' value 
6 marks at least.' " 

" At the altar of St. Mary. There were ddivered to John Tylere divers oma. 
ments for aaie keeping to the use of the altar of St. Mary, in the church of St. 
Cuthbert, for the chantry with it for ever, namely, one chasuble of white bucsyn, 
with alb and stole of the same; and another chasuble of red velvet, powdered wit)i 
green branches ; also a stole and f anor with their appurtenances ; 1 other chasuble 
of damask doth, of red colour, with a cross in the midst, of green colour, with its 
appurtenances ; also anotiier chasuble of silk rederay[cloth of red ray or stripes?], 
with a cloth hanging before the altar to match, with their appurtenances ; 1 bag, 
without a oorporas, of golden silk, of white colour [white silk embrddered with 
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gold] ; 1 missal I 1 olialiod, with paten, silver gilt; 2 silver omets ; 1 quire of tlid 
history of St. Cnthbert and St. Ann ; aU which are the gift of lliomas Tannere, 
Isabel his wife, and Thomas Attewode, ezeontor of the same Isabel ; also 1 corporad 
of gold doth, with 1 incense boat; and an image of St. Gleorge; also 1 table 
oloth, 6 yards long, and one yard wide, or more, without workmanship, bat striped 
at the end with blood odonred thread, the gift and legacy of John Halys, burgess of 
Wells, 'taylonr.»" 
Altar of St. James. This inventory is almost whoUy obliterated. 
" Altar of the Holy Trinity. Four sets of vestments, one of them of gold cloth, 
woven with whete'nrs (probably wheat ears), and another of silk cloth, striped 
with bine and red ; another of silk cloth and redray ; and another of doth of Naples 
chequered with white and blue ; with 2 candlesticks of silver parcel gilt ; and 2 
basins of silver parcel gilt; 2 silver chalices, parcel gilt; 1 good missal, with a 
silver gilt clasp ; and another old missal ; 2 silver cmets ; 4 corporals, one of gold 
cloth ; one pazbrede of tyn ; also 1 towell, with a frontal of velvet, woven with gdd 
stars ; and one portef ory, with [musical] notation ; also another frontal, with a 
towell ; and another towell, with a frontal of gold cloth and red ; also one borde- 
clothe (table cloth) ; and one stained (or dyed) clotl^ for the front of the Altar ; 1 
other stained cloth ; and one other stained cloth, with golden birds ; and one other 
stained cloth, with an image of the Holy Trinity ; aJso 1 other stained cloth, with 
scroll of the saints ; also 2 cnrtyns of staibed tarteryn (fine doth), with golden 
leopards, with a frontal to match; a snper-aJtar and curtain, also of golden cloth of 
red damask, woven with leopards, newly bought, namely, a frontal, and super, 
frontal, and a hanging cloth ; also 1 cloth for the altar, with a textory at the end ; 
towels * * * of which one is the gift of John Southover, embroidered with 
birds in sanguine colour ; one, the g^ of Sara Palgrave ; and one table cloth of 
Zwyliwerke, containing 3 yards in length, wanting 2 inches, and one yard in breadth, 
the gift and legacy of John Halys, burgess of the dty aforesaid ; also a set of vest, 
ments, of red damask silk, the gift of John Wherile ; and 1 table cloth, the legacy 
of Margery Halys ; aJso 1 cloth for ; and there remains in the keeping 

of WilUam Ghamberleyn, £6 3s. 6d. in money. (Addition) — ^Also 1 stained cloth, 
with a figure of the Assumption of the Blessed Mary, newly made for a sub-frontal 
of the said altar ; also 1 new pax, with the figure of the Holy Trinity, the gift of 
Peter Bowghyer ; also 1 set of towels ; also another, stained; also 2 curtains, with 
8 stained cloths, with ' damaske worke ' in gold and images, the gift of Sir John 
Welington, the present chaplain of the Holy TiriQity/' 

" The Holy Trinity. In the 11th year of King Henry VI., at the time of accoul^t* 
ing in that year for the pence proceeding from the Fzatemity of the Holy TrinitlT' 
by the proxies 101s. vid., and 1 ring, silver gilt : — ^which were paid to Eoben 
• • Welle • • • one missal at the altar of the Holy Trinity. Also by Bobert 
Korman, and William Ghaundeler, collectors of the frat^ity aforesaid, there were 
rendered in their year, 12s., as seen by their aceounts ; 22s. 2^d. are the monies 
remidning in the chest. 

" Bobert Jaye and Bichard Yikere, wardens of the goods of the church, Ik., 
delivered in the time of John Colles, Master, in the 14th year of Henry TI., 174 
rings, of which 5 are of gold, of wMch rings 1 is broken ; and as to necklaces and 
frontals, as in the year preceding ; also 1 new towell, given by Bichard Harewell, 
vicar of the church of St. Cuthbert, of white silk, striped with gold. 

[Next year, in the time of Bichard Dyere, Master of the town, the number of 
rings is increased to 178, and 16 necklaces, and one large necklace] ; also 6 pairs of 
prayer beads of lamber [amber], with a crucifix, and one pair of prayer beads of 
silver; also 14 veils, as in the year before, with three new veils of silk; also 2 
silver crosses. 

'^Bichard Yickery and William Beaufitz, wardens, 16 Henry VI., Bichard Dyere 
being master, — Bings increased to 181, one being of gold, with a stone. There are 
also added a set of prayer beads of silver ; one brass pot, hdding 3 gallons ; and 
1 veil. 

*' Bobert Merstone, and Henry Selwode, wardens of the goods, &c., delivered at the 
appointed time of John Eocke, Master, in the 10th year of Henry VI., 159 rings, 4 
of which are of gold. By legacy this year, there are 3 silver rings, so there are IGZ ; 
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nd there xemams 15 great necUaeeB, whereof 1 isof gcdcL There were seven setsof 
prayer.beads of amber, as in the preceding year j and 8 sets of beads, by legacy 
this year : and afterwards there were sold in the market, at the Exchequer, to 
Henry Sholere, one set of prayer-beads for 6d.; and another set to John Sooke for 
8d., and two pairs to Bichard Hille for 14d. : And there are 20 veils remaining; and 
by legacy, this year, 8 veils} and there were four 4 brass pots last year^ 
and one brass mortar, one of which was sold to Henry Witte ; and this year, by 
legacy, there have been left 8 brass pots, and so there remain 6 pots; and after, 
wards there were sold 2 brass pots to Bobert Tayllonr, and so there remain 4 pots. 

" John Mowere and Bobert Merston, wardens of tiie chnrch of St. Gnthberfe 
[delivered] npon the mper sccLCcaHvm Chequer (sometimes called the Exchequer of 
accounts) in the time of John Bocke, Master of 1^ Commonalty, in the 9th year of 
Henry YI., in rings, 184, as in the year before, of which two are of gold ; and from 
legacies this year 8 rings, of which 1 is of gold; also 2 rings given towarda mendrng 
the cro88 ; and there remain 144 rings. And they answer for 4 rings given towards 
the New Toweif, one of which is of gold, so there remain 150 rings ; also 14 neck, 
laces, with one small cmcifix ; and one silver gilt necklace, c(»ning this year by 
John Kowere ; and so there remain 15 necklaces, of which 1 is of gold. 

" Be it remembered that Sditha Colgrove, relict of Geoffrey Colgrove, gave 2 
silver candlesticks weighing * * , A.D. 1481, in the 10th year of Henry YI., in 
the time of John Bocke, Master. Also 2 basins, or ' pelves,' of silver, by order of 
John Grene, Vicar, and Thomas Sholere, of the goods of Thomas Tamiere, and 
Isabel his wife, weighing * * , given for the High Altar.'' 

8th Henry YI. (among other things) records a sale upon the Exchequer, to 
Edward Wexmliker, 2 veils of thread, and 2 of silk, 4s. 4d. ; 1 set of prayer-beads, 
of amber, 16d., and one pair of prayer.beads, price 16d. 

'' Edward Waxmaker, and Jolm Mowere, delivered on the exchequer of account, on 
the feast of St. Thomas the Martyr, 6 Henry YI., in the time of John QoAwjn, 
Master, (after enumerating articles already mentioned), 17 lbs of wax, there having 
been expended 21 lbs. out of 188, of the last year." ** Also by legacy this year, 1 
table-cloth, and 2 towels ; and 1 book, the gift of Sir John Estmere." 

• " Edward Waxmidcer, amd John Mowere, delivered on the exchequer of account, on 
tile eve of the apostles, Simon and Jude, in the time of Bobert MweUe, Master, in 
the 7th year of Henry YI., 119 rings, as in tibie year before ; also by legacy this 
year 19 silver rings, 7 of which aate gilt ; in all 129 rings, 2 of which are of gold | 
15 necklaces, 1 being of gold. 

** John Hulet, and John Hervey, wardens of the goodsfat the church of St. Cuthberty 
on their account, on Monday next after the feast of St. Luke^ the Evangelist, a.d. 
1425, and in the 4th yeai^ of Henry YI., delivered in the time of John Bocke, 112 
rings, of which one is of gold, with 1 good stone, called ' diamannde ;' and another 
of gold, Yriih. one stone called ' garnet ;' 1 silver spoon ; 8 sets of prayer.beads of 
amber ; 1 crucifix, silver gilt ; another with a knot of red silk ; and a third with a 
knot of silver, brc^en ; also 8 veils, of which one is of silk, 8 of Paris cloth, 2 of 
< laone ' (lawn), one of ' temple' (some kind of cloth), one of ' ootoun' (ootton) ; 
also three brass pots ; and one silver necklace. 

*' Be it remenJbered that on the said day, the aforesaid wardens received as leg^ee 
of divers men and women, 8 brass pots ; 1 brass mortar, weighing 2 owt and half ; 
1 pail (water vessel), with a washing basin ; 1 round pail, left this year : so that 
there remain in the aaie keeping of the wardens aforesaid, one great brass pot, 
received of old; also 2 brass platters, by legacy this year: 2 brass platters, 
received of old; 88 lbs. of wax. 

''John Henry and Edward Waxmaker delivered on their aeooont, on Thursday before 
the feast of Simon and Jude, in the 6th year of Henry YI., in the time of Simon 
BaiUy, then master of the vill of Wells, 106 rings remaining, because they had sold 
1, as seen in their account, for lid. ; also by legacy, this year, 18 silver rings, being 
in all 119 rings ; also 14 necklaces remaining, and 1 small ' broche ' of silver, by 
legacy this year ; also 7 sets or prayer beads of amber ; and 1 set of beads of silver. 
There also remain 16 veils, and no more, because they sold, as in their account this 
year, 4 veils. There are also 5 veils, by legacy, this year. They answer also for 2 
bipss pots, and no more, beoause 1 was soi^, as in their account this year. There 
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are also 2 brass pofcs, bj legacy, this year. There also remain 1 brass mortar ; and 
there remains 1 round pail, because they sold one this year ; and there remain 4 
'ifotullc?/ and no more, becanse they sold 1 this year; and there remain 38 lbs. 
of wax. 

" Memorandum, as to the old rings remaining in the keeping of Edward Wylde and 
John Hnlet, wardens of the ohnroh goods, in the 9th year of Henry YI., in the time 
of Hildebrand Elwelle, master of the borough, whioh wardens had deliyered to them 
by view of the master aforesaid, and of their fellow burgesses of the town * * * 
rings of silver and gold, 5 of gold ; there were also in their keeping, 8 necklaces of 
whioh 1 is of gold, with precious stones, with one of wrought gold thread ; 1 set of 
prayer beads of amber, with 1 black stone, bound with * - * ; I set cf prayer 
beads of silver ; also 10 silver rings ; 3 necklaces of silver ; 1 small oruoifiz of silver, 
with 2 * * ', by the good offices of Hildebrand Elwelle ; also 3 veils of silk, and 
2 fleeces of wool, for sale; also 2 rings, given by Alice Poke, and Matilda Gleasier; 
and there remain 72 rings, and other goods left by divers persons, as set forth in 
their account in the 1st year of Henry YI., of which 2 golden rings were delivered 
for 1 new incense boat, price 3s. ; ana 3 silver rings were also given for the same 
boat ; also there remain on that score 67 rings. 

** John Hulet and John Hoopere, wardens of the goods of the ohuroh, on their 
account, a.d. 1423, the 1st year of Henry VI., delivered 15 rings, 1 of whioh is of 
gold, with a stone caUed ' garnet ; ' and 5 of silver gilt, and 9 of silver ; also 2 
diver necklaces, and 1 set of prayer beads of ' gete,' (jet) and 3 pairs of ' lambre ; * 
and 11 veils of silk all and singular of whioh remain in tlieir keeping. 

''Also John Hulet and John Hervy, wardens, on their account, a. d. 1424, in the 2nd 
year of Henry VI., delivered 11 silver rings, of which 1 is [sic orig.] of gold ; 1 set 
of prayer beads of lambour; 2 veils of siik, 1 of colour, and 1 of Paryse ; 1 towel 
and ; and afterwards there were found 2 rings; and so in these 

three scores there remain 95 (rings), 4 of which are of gold." 

'* The Altar of St. John. In the first place, 4 sets of vestments, in the keeping of 
John Wamborg, one of ' Wardekyn,' the legacy of John Sugge, of red and white 
colour; 1 the ^t of Agnes Forstall, of good cloth powdered ; 1 of gold doth, with 
' flouredelice ' (fleur de lis) ; 2 painted cloths, the g&t of Stephen Chapman ; 1 gold 
cloth, powdered, the gift of Master John Vy , 1 towel, to match witii a 

frontal; 3 towels for the altar; 1 doth painted with fig^nres, with a frontal of the 
same ; also one frontal, powdered with gold; another frontal of fustian of Naples, of 
red and white colour ; 1 chalice of silver and of gold, with a paten; 2 corporals, with 
a purse, of which 1 corporal, with a purse, with shields thereon, is in the keeping of 
the churchwardens ; 2 ' Krewettes' (cruets) of pewter; 1 portifory, with notation 
(for music) in the keeping of John Gunne, until he is satisfied as to 6s. 8d. [this is 
partially erased and altezid to] of Sir William PoUard, at the altar of the Trinity ; 
also 2 candlesticks of latten ; i^ 1 set of vestments of green silk; 1 pair of candle- 
sticks, latten, new. 

« Memorandum as to divers goods, ornaments, and books, found in the church of St. 
Guthbert, at Wells, belonging to the [high] altar, namely, in the time of John 
Blythe, then seneschal of the borough, on Monday next, after the feast of St. 
• * * the martyr, a. d. 1893. At the [high] altar. In the first place, delivered to 
Sir William Beryall, 1 whole suit of vestments of red ray [stripe] ; 2 capes, one 
green, and 1 with fleurdelys. One whole suit of vestments, &c., of purple colour^ 
except 2 aJbs for tunicles ; one set for Sundays ; 2 sets of vestments for feast days ; 
2 sets of vestments, one of no value, of white colour, for Lent ; 3 palls, 2 of which 
are green, and one ' cursal' [crimson ?] ; 2 cc^es for ^e ruler of the choir, chang^ 
into tunicles (in a later hand^ ; one chalice of silver and gold ; 4 towels, one wi& a 
frontal ; 2 finger napkins; 1 ivory pyx, for the body of Christ; 4 opening pictures 
(tryptychs) ; 2 missals, one with notation (music) ; 1 large portifory, with notation, 
the gift of John Boper ; 5 gradals ; 1 book of the gospeU and epistles ; 2 manuals; 
4 psalters, one of them with the collect ; another portifory, with notation ; 4 anti. 
phonars, with notation, 3 of them with psalters ; 2 legends; 2 ordinals, one of them 
worn ; 2 processionals, one of them with the psalter and sacraments of the church ; 1 
martyrology ; 1 old hymnal, with the collects ; 1 book of the life of St. Cuthbert ; 1 
old legendury ; 1 quixe of the < Pars ocnli/ (probably a guide to the priesthood) ; 
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9 banners, 7 of them of aXk, and 2 of linen oloth ; 2 linen cloths, used for hanging 
before the high altar, mach worn ; together with, 4 keepers (probably bags) for 
them ; 2 albs, with 2 amyses, for boys ; 2 corporals, with a purse for them ; 2 veilg 
cloths of silk ; 2 torribles of copper ; 4 ' omettes ' of pewter ; 2 pairs of candlesticks 
of pewter ; 2 crosses, 1 of ' latone ' (latten), and 1 of painted wood. 

"Also delivered to the chnrohwardens on the same day, g^oods and ornaments per^i 
taining to the same altar. First, 1 cross of silver gilt ; 1 silver gilt chalice, given 
to B. Settere to make (again), becanse it was broken ; 1 silver boat for the fran. 
kincense; 1 'coupe' (cnp), of silver gilt, for the body of Christ; 2 silver gilt 
crowns, for the image of St. Mary, and her son; 2 silver thnribles; 2 silver 
' cmettes ;' 5 towels for the high altar, 2 with frontaJs ; 5 finger napkins ; 1 whole 
snit of vestments, of silk, of white colour, of no value ; 1 set of vestments of 
'felewat* (velvet), with one corporal, the gift of John Spaldynge ; 1 chasuble, with 
tunides of green colour ; 1 alb, with an amyse : a stole and f aron, with figures on 
doth ; a cloth cope, with gold work ; a pall ; 3 corporals, and 4 purses for the same ; 

1 cushion, covered with taffeta ; 2 silk veils ; 1 banner of cloth of gold, the gift of 
Sir Thomas Palmere ; also 8 table cloths, with finger napkinSi the gift of William 
Waye, for the soul of Thomas Waye." 

"The altar of St. Mary. Delivered the same day to Sir John Nevyle, chaplain of 
the same, 1 silver gilt chalice ; 3 sets of vestments, 1 for double feasts, 1 for Sun- 
days, and 1 for feast days; 1 small missal ; 1 new portifory ; 8 cloths to hang before 
the altar ; 4 towels, 1 with a frontal j 1 white cloth, for haufflug in time of Lent ; 2 
finger napkins ; 6 veils; 1 small ivory tablet, with Him crucified sculptured thereon ; 

2 pewter cruets ; 1 missal, the gift of Agnes Shelbere, good and new ; 2 corporalBf 
with 2 purses. 

"Also, given to the wardens, the residue of the goods belonging to the same altar. 
One set of vestments ; 1 alb, with 1 * amys,' stole and fanor ; 4 towels for the altar; 
2 veils ; 2 crowns, and 2 garlands, for the image of St. Mary and her son ; 1 towel, 
with 1 silk cloth, hanging before the altar, with * * * ; 1 set of vestments of 
gilded cloth." 

*' Altar of St. Katherine. Delivered to Sir William Beryale, chaplain there, 4 seta 
of vestments; 2 finger napkins; 1 silver gilt chaJice; 1 new manual; 2 cloths, 
intended for hanging before the altar ; 1 old doth, painted, with 2 keepers for them; 

1 cloth, intended for the time of Lent; 1 alb; 2 amyses; and 2 cruets of pewter; 
also 1 book of peculiar masses (masses for peculiar occasions). 

" Also delivered to the wardens, goods to the same altar belonging : — 1 finger 
napkin, the legacy of Bartholomew Palmere; 4 veils of silk, and 2 linen veils, and 
another old and worn." 

'' Altar of the Hdy Trinity. Delivered to Sir Bichard Tre¥rey, chaplain there, 4 
sets of vestments ; 8 sets of corporals, with a purse for them; 1 silver gilt chalice ; 

2 manuals ; 1 portifory ; 4 towels for the altar, of taffata of ray [striped] ; 2 finger 
napkins ; 2 silver cruets 2 doths hanging before the aJtar, one of them painted, and 

1 A worn silk. 

"Also delivered to the churchwardens, other g^oodsto the same altar belonging :— * 

2 sets of vestments ; 1 silver gilt chalice ; 2 towels, with 2 frontals." 

" Altar of the Apostles Peter and PauL There remain on the same day, in the 
keeping of Sir Stephen Lucas, chaplain there, 5 sets of vestments ; 4 corporals, with 
a purse; 2 coffers ; 6 towels for the altar, 2 of them with f rentals, and 1 with a 
worn hanging doth ; 5 finger napkins ; 3 cloths hanging before the altar, and 1 
cloth hangfing before the images on the altar, of which cloths, 3 are painted; 2 
silver gilt chiJices ; 1 entire missal; 1 portifory, with notation; 10 veils." 

" At the altar of St. James. Three sets of vestments ; delivered to John Baker 
and Bichard Groos, namely, 1 of sanguine silk ; and another of sanguine damask ; 
another with green stripes ; 8 albs ; 2 starred cloths, with 2 new keepers, with 2 
curtains, with the organs ; 3 towels, with 1 veil of sanguine silk ; 1 silver chalice, 
gilt within ; 1 other chalice, gilt ; 2 corporals, with two purses, 1 in the keeping of 
the churchwardens ; 1 set of cruets, of pewter ; 1 coverell of canvas ; 1 pyx, of 
wood; 1 pyz •••;!••• finger napkin; also other towels, the gift of 
William Wey; of these 1 towd is wanting. [Added] In the Srd year of King 
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Henry YI., also 1 corporal wanting, through Sir John Baker, h&tely deceased ; and 
the said mannal was delivered to Sir John Sstmerei 1 worn * * * of crimaon" 
[consecrated oil]. 

" At the altar of St. Catherine. 2 sets of vestments, one of cloth, the other of silk, 
with roses ; 1 silver gilt chalice ; 2 corporskls, with parses ; 1 good missal ; 1 manual j 
2 cmets of pewter." 

"At the sJtar of St. Michael. One missal, formerly belonging to the great altar, 
delivered to the churchwarden, Biohard Ghroos ; 1 set of vestments of white coloor ; 
1 set of vestments of green ray (stripe) ; 1 chalice, silver gilt . • • • • frontal, 
with a pnrse; 1 finger napkin; 1 opening piotore (tryptych); 2 towels for the 
altar, striped ; 2 starred cloths, with 2 * * * ; t white cloth for Lent ; 1 manual ; 

of which delivery was made to Sir Bobert These things were viewed 

in the time of Henry Manndewere, Master (Mayor)." 

" Memorandum, as to divers goods, ornaments, and books, foond in the church of 
St. Gnthbert, Wells, pertaining to divers altars in the church aforesaid, in the time 
of Bichard Groos, Master of the borough of Wells, on Tuesday, the feast of St. 
Leonard, a. d. 1403, in the 6th year of Henry IV. In the first place, delivered to 
William Don and John SameUe, clerk of the same church, 1 set of vestments 
entire, of red ray, with 1 cope, the gift of John Spalding [vicar] for Sundays ; 1 
set of vestments, entire, of green ray, in the hands of the wardens, for feasts, not 
double feasts ; 1 set of black vestments, for ferial days, except 2 albs ; 2 green 
palls, worn out ; a chalice, with paten, silver gilt; 3 green towels, 1 with 1 frontal | 

1 painted linen cloth, the gift of Master Thomas Fromef vicar; 2 finger napkins, 1 
for the altar, and 1 for the front ; 1 wooden pyx, covered with cloth, in one cage of 
black leather, delivered to the vicar for placing therein the body of Christ ; 1 opening 
picture (triptych) ; 1 silver spoon ; 1 missal, . with notation ; 1 book called 
Bartholomew, on cases of conscience, the gift of Master Thomas Viben ; 1 cup for 
the body of Christ, made of latten ; 1 great portifory, the gift of John Bopere; 1 
missal, the gift of Thomas Frome, vicar there; 1 smiU portifory; 2 antiphonars, 1 
with a psalter; 3 psalters, 1 with a hymnal : 1 collectary, with a psalter and 
hymnal; 1 gradal; 1 legendary; 1 ordinal; 1 stayn^d cloth, the gift of Stephen 
Chapman; another stayned cloth, the gift of the vicar; and another linen 
doth to cover the Agnus Dei; 3 oorporals, with purses; 2 cruets of pewter; 

2 pairs of can41esti(£s, of latten; 2 wooden crosses, defective; 2 gradals, 
newly acquired ; 4 processionals, lately given ; 1 old processional, in the hands of 
Walter Clerk and John Glasyere ; 2 boolra, for burial of the bodies of the dead, the 
gift of John Alamptone ; 1 martyrology ; 1 epistolar ; 1 cloth for the sepulchre 
['.watching the sepulchre,' on Good Friday], stidned anew; 1 manual, with notation, 
the £^ oi John Atte WeUot chaplain; 1 cross, silver gilt, and lately g^ven; 1 
christmatory of silver parcel gilt, with a case of black leather, bound with iron ; 1 
pyx of gold, for the body of Christ, hanging over the altar ; a little pyx." 

"Altar of the Holy Trinity. There remain there in the keeping of Sir John Baker, 
2 sets of vestments, 1 of them with trimmings of white and sanguine chequered, iae 
ferial days ; and 1 with red stripes for Sundays ; and 1 other of red color, with gold, 
and 1 purse, with a frontal witn red stripes ; 1 missal and 1 portifory ; 2 towels for 
the aJtar; 1 finger napkin; 1 silver gilt chalice; 2 corporals, with a purse; 1 
purse, with a corporal, the gift of John Werox ; 1 small opening picture, with the 
image of Him crucified; 2 cruets of tin ; 1 doth hanging before the altar, of stained 
Unen ; 1 doth of carde, for eovering the altar ; 1 doth stained anew, with the 
image of Him crucified ; 1 cloth for Lent; 2 cloths for * * * ; 1 set of vest, 
ments, the gift of Bichard Barbe, with orfrays and black crowns, and stars o^ gold, 
for the greater double feasts ; 1 set of vestments, with red stripes ; 2 towels, one 
with a frontal, 1 with a red striped cloth ; 2 cruets of silver, the cover of one 
wanting ; 2 stained cloths, with 2 keepers, delivered by John Blythe ; 4 towels, 
2] with frontals, and two of ' * doth; 1 finger napkin, and one of sanguine silk, 
painted." 

'* Altar of St. Catherine. There remain there in the keeping of Sir John Welyng- 
tone, 1 pair of cloths of gold and silver, with ' cusyns ' (cushions), 1 of white odor, 
for ferial days, and another of sanguine called ' Pecoc blew ;' 1 with a border of 
cloth of gol^ for Sundays ; and one of red and green doth, for mid-Lent ; 1 small 
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inissal ; 1 ohalioe witli paten of silver gilt ; 1 corporal, with a ^nrse *, 1 opening pictare, 
with an image of St. Katherine of pidnted glass, somewhat broken ; 3 towels for the 
altar ; 1 cloth hanging before the altar, painted ; 1 * cloth of car^e,' to cover the 
altar ; 2 omets of pewter ; 1 finger napkin ; 1 chalice of silver, parcel gilt, in the 
charge of Thomas Whitjmg ; 1 ftontal, the gift of Bichard Settere, withont a towel ; 
1 cloth with flenrdeUs ; and one portif ary, noted, — all of which are in the keeping 
of Sir W. Pnrs." 

" Altar of St. Kary. There remain there in the keeping of Sir Bichard Key, 2 sets 
of vestments, 1 of white colour, with roses in g^>ld, for ferial days ; and 1 of silver 
cloth, with a gilt border, for Sundays } and 1 other red, with ' dolfyns ' in gold ; 1 
small missal ; 1 portif ery ; 1 silver g^t chalice, with paten ; 1 corporal, with a 
purse ; 8 towels, 1 with a frontal ; 1 finger napkin ; 1 snuJl picture, with an image 
of Him crucified, on one side ; and that of St. Mary on the other ; also 2 opening 
pictures of glass, one of them broken, and 2 cruets of pewter ; also a small curtain 
for the picture over the altar, such curtain being of linen cloth, white and sanguine 
colour ; 1 ' canevas ' beneath it ; 1 towell, and 1 cloth of carde to cover the aJtar ; 
1 portefory, with notation, not bound ; 1 missal, the legacy of Agnes Shether; 1 
doth made of crosses (crosses all over it) for the altar, beneath the towel." 

<' Altar of the Apostles Peter and Paul. There remain there, in the charge of Sir 
Stephen Lucas, 2 sets of vestments, one with green stripes, and one of cloth of 
gold ; and another of red oloth, covered with ' dolfynes,' the third set in the 
charge of Sir Thomas Whityng ; 1 portif ory, with notation ; 2 silver chalices ; 8 
veils ; 3 painted cloths hanging before the altar ; 1 opening picture ; 2 cruets of 
pewter ; 2 new stained cloths hanging before the altar ; 1 portifory, with notation. 
[Added] Of the aforesaid towels, 2 are lost; also a 'oofEre' of red, with 'sheildea' 
painted theron. 

"There remain in the bands of Sir John Bonbergh and Walter Gierke, wardens of 
the goods of the church fabric, 1 cross of silver gilt ; 2 cups of silver gilt (one 
smaller and the other larger), for holding the body of Christ ; 1 chalice, silver gilt, 
for the greater double feasts, in a case of osier ; 2 silver thuribles of copper gilt, 
of wondrous work, with chains of silver; 1 ivory pyx, bound with silver, 
for the body of Christ; 4 silver cruets, 2 round, and 2 square; 2 cushions of 
gold cloth ; 1 chasuble ; 3 albs, with an amice, with a border of cloth of gold, and 
stoles and fanon with 8 copes to match, bought of the executors of the Bev'd 
Father, Sir Balph de Ergum, late Bishop of Bath and Wells ; also 1 entire suit of 
red cloth of gold, the gift of Thomas Tannere, late burgess of Wells ; 1 chasuble^ 
and alb, with amice, stole, and fanor, and borders therto ; and 2 palls, of which 1 
is of red and green, and 1 of gold clotii, the gift of John Spaldyng, late vicar of the 
Church of St. Cuthbert at Wells s also 2 corporals of cloth of gold, made by Bichard 
Settere; 2 paUs of red cloth of gold, doubled with * canevas ;' 2 red striped cur. 
tains, for the great altar, bought of the executors of the aforesaid Sir Balph, the 
Bishop ; 1 chasuble of red gold cloth, and one alb, with amice, stole, and fanor, with 
* * - borders of cloth of gold, the gift of Thomas Mount, late canon of the church 
<jf Wells ; 1 alb with amice, stole and fanor, with a border of red cloth and images 
of gold ; 1 suit of vestments entire, except the cope, of white striped silk cloth ; 1 
Bet of vestments, the gift of John Gunthorpe, made of a new gown of the same John, 
his legacy ; 2 turricles of purple colored satyn ; 2 other sets of vestments, of which 
one with its borders is of red stripe ; 2 sets of white vestments, 1 * tartaryn,* and 
1 fustian ; 1 set of vestments, the gift of Bichard Barbe, black crowns, gold and 
stars ; also one set of vestments of red striped cloth, pertaining to the altar of the 
Holy Trinity ; 1 towel for the altar of St. Mary, with one frontal of red, and lions 
of gold ; 1 towel with a towel hanging to the ground, the gift of John Carletone ; 2 
towels for the altar of St. Catherine, one with a frontal, 1 towel, with a frontal, for 
the great altar, of the colour of Jude [indigo colour] striped; 6 towels for the 
altar, 1 with a frontal, and 6 finger napkins ; 1 chausuble, and one alb, with an 
amice of white, with two turricles of green silk clofch; 2 red banners, with the 
image of St. Mary in silver upon them ; 2 banners powdered with gold ; 9 banners, 
8 of them of silk, and a small one of gold cloth, for a cross ; 2 banners of ' steyned' 
(dyed) cloth, and 1 for the cross in the time of Lent ; 1 red banner, with figures of 
St. ^drew on the one side^ and St. James on the other; 2 old palls ; 2 crowns. 
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silver gilt, with ' Peter ' impressed thereon, for the image of the beloved Marj and 
her son, at the Great Altar ; 2 crowns silver gilt, with ' Peter ' impressed thereon, 
for the images of the blessed Mary and her son, at her own altar in the same 
ohnrch ; 1 old missal ; 8 Antiphonars ; 3 gradals ; 2 Secondaries ; 2 Processionals ; 
1 old Ordinal ; 1 Martyrology ; 1 qnire of blank * * * ; and one small book of 
the life of St. Gnthbert ; and 1 psalter, of the gift of Bobert Bakere ; 1 new gradal 
bought, the goods of the choroh ; and 1 new gradal the gift of Henry Sparkeford. 

" Be it remembered that on Monday next before the feast of St Lnkethe Evange- 
list, at the time of the acconnt of John Blythe, Master, 8th Henry YI., in the charge 
of Bobert Bakere and John Glasyere, wardens of the goods, &c., in the year afore, 
said. First, 1 necklace of gold, with precioas stones ; 1 small necklace of silver gilt; 
17 rings fixed on one black cloth ; 1 pouch of woven. gold cloth ; 1 gre&t necklace of 
silver gilt, with one ring silver gilt ; 2 pieces, and one folet of ' Gipris Kerchefs ;• 
8 table cloths, and 2 towels ; 1 half piece of a veil of cipris, [probably a very fine 
cloth]. 

" Be it remembered that on Tuesday next before the feast of St. KaUctus the 
Pope, 11th Henry IV., John Wycombe then being Master of the Gommonalty, divers 
jewels, with certain veils were delivered to John Glasyere and Edward Wylde, 
wardens of the goods of the Ghurch of St. Cuthhert : First, 1 pouch, woven with 
gold, with a great necklace of silver gilt, and a ring, silver gilt, to the same pouch 
annexed, and adorned with precious stones ; 1 small silver necklace ; another silver 
necklace ; 26 rings, 3 of them of gold ; 5 and a half pieces of veils of silk ; 14 volets 
of silk, and 1 veil from parts beyond the sea ; 1 table cloth, by legacy from John 
Enyghte ; 6 f olletes of silk, the gift of Thomas Tannere ; 3 veils of silk, and 1 of 
Shaf tebury [probably fine cloth made there] to be sold ; 1 set of prayer beads, of 
amber ; 2 table cloths, and 3 finger napkins, new this year ; 4 brass pots weighing 
146 pounds. John Glasyere was admitted to charge of the goods of the church, E. 
Wylde for the gate, [porta] has in his keeping 91 pounds of lead, and Agnes 
Groos 36 lbs. of lead, delivered by Thomas Sholer; also 1 brass pot, containing 3 
parts of a gallon ; * * * veils of silk . . . the legacy of Baynode of Coges. 
legh ; x>rayerbeads of amber." 

Not one of the articles enumerated in the foregoing inventories 
is now known to exist 
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WM COMPARISON of the past and present value of eccle- 
mM siastical preferments and property^ presents many interest- 
^"^ ing facts, and gives much curious and valuable information 
to the historian and the antiquary, as well as to others who read 
and reflect on such subjects. 

The income of the vicar, arising from tythes, appears by the 
capitular records to have been defined and settled at a very early 
date. In 1239 Peter de Cicestre, Dean, and the Chapter, on the 
1st of April, settled upon Robert Qyfiard, then vicar, that portion 
of the tythes which the vicars have enjoyed down to a compara- 
tively recent period, such concession being made subject to a pen- 
sion of 20 marks (£13 6s. 8d.) hereafter noticed. 

In the year 1288, Pope Nicholas IV., ordered a survey and 
valuation of the churches in England, and by this valuation all 
the taxes, both temporal and spiritual, were regulated until the 
survey ordered by Henry VIII., in the 26th year of his reign. This 
survey of Pope Nicholas was completed, as to the province of 
Canterbury, in 1291, and as to that of York, in the following 
year. The Rectory of St. Cuthbert is returned as of the yearly 
value of ten marks, or £6 13s. 4d. In the Valor Ecclesias- 
ticus of Henry VIIL, (a.d. 1535) Richard Clarkson being then 
vicar, the gross value of the vicarage is set down at £67 13s. 6d., 
out of which were paid, " A pension to the Dean and Chapter, 
£13 6s. 8d. ; a pension to the Choristers, £20 ; a pension to a 
Vicar Choral, 13s. 4d. ; total, £34 Os. Od. ; leaving as the 
net yearly value, £33 13s. 6d. 

p 
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The Registers of the Dean and Chapter state that the above 
£13 6s, 8d. (or 20 marks) were really paid out of the tithes of 
the Hamlets of Chilcote, Priddy, and Whitnell, in the following 
sums: — 

At Christmas, £2 68. Sd. ; Easter, £2 6s. 8d. ; Lammas, £3 6s. 8d. ; Nativity of 
the B. V. M. ; £3 6s. 8d. ; St. John Baptist, £2. 

The pension of 13s. 4do in the early accounts of the Dean and 
Chapter, and up to within 100 years, is said to be for the 
*^ Vicarial House/' Its origin will be shown in my notice of the 
*^ Vicarage House." 

The pension of £20 a year to the choristers was granted by 
Bichard Harewell, Vicar of St Cuthbert's, and confirmed by a 
charter of John Harewell, Bishop of Bath and Wells, dated at 
Wells, 18lh September, in the 10th year of his consecration 
(a.d. 1367). This charter is addressed to all the sons of 
Holy Mother Church, with health in the embraces of the Saviour. 
It recites and confirms a gift of the annual rent of £20 from him- 
self (the donor) and his successors, to John Forest, then Dean 
of Wells, and the Chapter, and their successors; and it is 
stated that the money was given for the use, advantage, and 
maintenance of the choristers of the Cathedral Church, for the 
increase of divine worship, and the health of the soul of the said 
Bichard. Harewell ; and the payment was to be made annually 
in equal portions, at the four principal terms in the year. 

In the survey made by order of Edward VI. (a.d. 1547), the 

following particulars of the Bectory and Vicarage of St. Cuth- 

bert occur : — 

" The p'sonage ther is worthe yerely xzxiij. xiij. iiij. wherof Boger Edgeworthe, 
Gierke, Doct'r of Divinitie, is now Xnou'bent, who findeth one Prieste, or cnrate 
vnder hym to mynyster ther." 

In or about 1662, the Bev. Charles Thirlby became vicar, and 
subsequently obtained the Archdeaconry of Bath. Sometime 
after his appointment as vicar, he presented the following petition 
to the Archbishop of Canterbury, which shows the net value of 
the vicarage at that time : — 

" To the Most Beverend Father in God, Gilbert, Lord Archbishop of Oanterbnry. 
The hnmble petition of Charles Thirlby, Gierke, Master of Artes, Yicar of St. Cuth- 
bert's, in Wells, hmnbly sheweth : 

" Wheras yo*r p'titiouer is possessed of ye Vicaridge of St. Cnthbert's in Wells, 
of a high valuation in the king's bookes, namely, £33 13s. Od., Vch yet doth not 
yield to y'or petitioner, in the yearely income, above thirty pounds clearely p'r ann., 
there being to be paid ont of the s'd Vicaridge the snme of £86 to ye Deane and 
Chapter of the Cathedrall Church of Wells, for the maintenance of ye choristers of 
ye said chnrche, and other vses, so that the said Vicaridge is not able to niaintaine 
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yo'r said p'titioner w'thowt some other p'ferment in the ohnrch, Vch the Lord 
Bishop of Bathe and Wells, takinge into his charitable consideration, hath bestowed 
▼pon 7'or p'titioner the Vicaridge of East Brent, in ye said county and diocese, 
distant from Wells not above fonrteene miles. 

" May it thereforeplease y'or Grace to grant yo'r p'titioner a dispensation to hold 
the said two benefioies. And y'or p'titioner shall always pray," &g. 

In 1746 a decree was made by the Court of Chancery for pay- 
ment by the Dean and Chapter of an annual sum of thirteen 
marks, or £8 13s. 4d., towards the relief of the poor of the In- 
parish of St. Cuthbert, the liability to such payment having been 
disputed. In the proceedings connected with that decree, the 
Bectory of St. Cuthbeit was set down on oath as of the yearly 
value of £300. 

In the year 1839 the tythes of the whole of the In and Out- 
parishes of St. Cuthbert, were commuted for perpetual rent- 
charges, the gross annual amounts of which were: — ^for the 
Rectorial tythes, £1030 ; Vicarial, £800. 

In 1853 the Dean and Chapter were requested by the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury to answer certain questions sent by him to 
this (as well as other) cathedral authorities. In reply, the Dean 
'and Chapter stated that they were the impropriate rectors of St 
Cuthbert, the value of the Bectory being £1030 per annum, 
with glebe of the yearly value of £10 ; that the Vicarage of St. 
Cuthbert's was the only parish in the city of Wells in the patron- 
age of the Chapter, and that the value of the cure was £828 gross, 
and £433 net. They also stated that there was a ^^ good and 
substantial house near the church of St. Cuthbert." 

The representation made by the Dean and Chapter in 1853, as 
to the net value of the vicarage, I find by enquiry to be very 
nearly applicable to the present time. The deductions for pay- 
ments to the Incumbents of the district churches, and other 
necessary charges, leave as the net income of the vicar, about one 
half of the gross income of the vicarage. 

In the year 1633 disputes arose in connection with the levying 
of rates on the inhabitants for raising the odious tax known as 
*^ Ship Money." These differences the Privy Council referred to 
the then Bishop (Dr. Piers) and two Justices of the Peace, who 
made their report on the 25th April, 1638. The chief cause of 
complaint was that the citizens were assessed unequally in com- 
parison with their neighbours of the Hundred of Wells Forum. 
The case, as stated by the citizens^ give many curious particulars 
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of the state of the city at that time. They alleged that the per- 
manent yearly income of the corporation was only about £70^ 
and that the public charges they had to bear were^ — 

"Tbe Mayor's salary (besides £70 per aniL, spent by him in the bearing np of 
the credit of the place), £80 Os. Od. ; fees to counsel, and other oRoen of the cor. 
poration, £20 Os. Od. ; the charge in respect of taking the ann'l aoconnt, £8 Os. Od. ; 
for a chaplain to say prayers in aid of the vicar of St. Cnthbert, £7 Os. Od. ; the 
average charge for repairing Bnbwith's Hospital, £8 Os. Od. ; the like for repairing 
the condnit, £2 Os. Od.; the maintenanoe of the arms and armonr of the city, 
£3 Os. Od." 

And besides these charges, the city magistrates were obliged to 
maintain the town gaol for '^pimishing delinquents." In the 
borough it was further alleged, there were four verderies, or 
tythings, in which were 368 messuages, houses, and cottages, and 
5 mills, and the area is estimated at 320 acres. The assessment 
to public subsidies was £75 in land, and £140 in goods, ^' tho 
residewe beinge verie vnable to pay." Poor persons *' not able 
to live but by reliefe," are said to be "not soe fewe as 300 men, 
women, and children," and no inhabitant whose property lay 
within the city, was *' of ability to be taxed above £xx." The 
borough was charged with the maintenance of 47 *' armors," and 
** the lib'tie of ye church ^ with two, whereas there were within 
" ye whole hundred, w'th those 49, but clx ;" the proper propor- 
tion for " the Burrowe and ye churche " being only 40, viz., the 
former 32 and the latter 8. The petitioners prayed " that the 
constables and some other substantial and sufBcient men of the 
Forum " might be examined, ** and to show cause wherefore ye 
inhabitants w'thin ye Burrowe and ye Lib*tie of ye church should 
not be equallie and p'por9onablie rated w'th ye Forum; and 
whie yt p'te of ye p'sh of St. Cuthbert w'ch is in ye Burrowe 
should not be equallie and p'por9onably rated w'th ye p'te of ye 
p'sh w'ch IS w'thout ye Burrowe." 

The report of the Bishop and his assistants was to the following 
effect : — 

" First, that ye Lib'tie of ye Cathedral Ghnroh'of Wells is Vthin the cittie of Wells, 
bnt not within ye corpora9on of ye maior and bnrgesses of ye citty of Wells, and yt 
it is noe p'te or member of ye same, neither subordinate to ye rale theareof ; and 
that it alwais hath beene, and is, an exempte jurisdiction of itselfe." 

" 2. Beoondlie, The inhabitants of ye hundred of Wells Fomm are not overcharged 
in ye rate imposed yppon them for ye Shippmoney j and soe in that respect they 
have noe just cause 1iO oomplayne." 
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" 3. Thirdlie, That ye paymt. of ye • • • • assessed vppon ye s'd cittie 
liethe for the moste p'te vppon ye shoppekeepers, and handioraftesmen, and ther- 
fore in onr opinions wee conceave it verry reasonable and fitt that ye inhabitants 
w*thin ye libtie should joyne in paym*t of ye shipp money w*th ye said cittie for ye 
ease of ye same. All w'ch we humbly snbmitt unto yo'r Lo*pp*s wisdomes. 
" Wells, 25th ApriU, 1638.— (signed) 
" Guill. Bath and Wellen. 
"PaullGodwyn. 
" William Walrond." 

The report having been presented to the Privy Council, was 
ordered to be confirmed. 

At the present time the houses and lands in the In-parish of 
St. Cuthbert are assessed, for the purposes of public rates, &c., at 
nearly eleven thousand pounds per annum, and this sum is, of 
course, considerably bielow the real value. » 
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jHE present mode of preserving written memorials of births^ 
deaths^ and marriages^ was instituted in 1538 by the once 
celebrated Thomas Cromwell, Earl of Essex, Prime 
Minister to Henry VII., who was made Dean of Wells in 1537, 
and lost his head on the scaffold in 1540. The earliest register 
connected with the church of St. Cuthbert begins in 1608. The 
first baptism recorded in it is — *' 1608, Marche. Ann, the daugh- 
ter of Thomas Stratton^ the first marriage— " 1609, AprilL 
Morgan Morgan, and Ann Frie ;" and the first burial, ** 1608, 
Marche. Mr. Leonard Crosse." It is a singular fact that this 
Leonard Crosse was the principal person by whose exertions the 
charter granted by Queen Elizabeth was obtained. He was 
Mayor of Wells in 1587, 1599, and 1607, and he was also elected 
as one of the Members of Parliament for the city, in 1597. 

In examining these volumes we see writing of various characters, 
written by many different hands. Here we find the only exist- 
ing memorials of thousands who once trod our streets, and wor- 
shipped in our parish church. Where and what are they now? 
Old and young, rich and poor, — all are gone to their account I But 
for these frail notices not a trace of them would be left I No 
distinction of character or station is now recognised, '^ for who can 
analyse the dust of the churchyard and distinguish the dead " ? 
On this subject a local author has written, — **Here are their 
names, and the dates of their respective baptisms, marriages, or 
burials, — and that is all I There was joy at their births ; there 
was hilarity at their weddings ; there were tears shed upon their 
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graves : the history of their lives was as interesting to them as 
ours can be to us : but all is now forgotten." 

The earlier registers contain many curious entries. Among 
the records of the '* weddingrs " in 1609 is " a nuptial aflTair be- 
tween John Bams and Widow Cloud." Among the " burialls," 
in June, 1612, '* Henry Tayler, a grovier, stifled in a groffS at 
Mendip, the 13th." 

During the great rebellion many persons were buried of whose 
interment no record wa? made. The following entries (among 
others) occur, the first being that of a burial in the cathedral: 
" Mr. Thomas Lydes, sonne of Sir John Lydes, in the comptie 
of Sussex, was slayne at Evercritch, and buried in St. Andrew's 
church, neare Bishop Lake's grave, in the south ile of the quire, 
upon Whit Tuesday, June 11th, 1644." « Christopher Daniell, 
the son of Edward and Marie Daniell, of the parish of Warmin- 
ster, in Wiltshire, who was tried heere by a Counsell of Warre, 
and found guiltie of bearing of armes divers times against King 
Charles, and soe was condem'd, executed, and buried, Aprill lOth^ 
1645." ** Gray Holliner Gorren, an Irishman, was slaihe in Dulcot. 
Buried, May 15th, 1645." " Captayne John Morley, son of Sir 
John Morley, Maior and Governor of Newcastle, in the county 
of Northumberland, was buried, Aprill 22nd, 1645." "John 
Hance, a Trumpetter, a Duchman, was slayne in this cittie with 
a pistol. Was buried, July 19th, 1645." 

If we peruse the earlier registers, and compare them with 
those of modem dates, we may thus learn a true lesson of the 
frailty of our own nature. The first register will give scarcely 
a name which is now known among us. Families have come and 
settled here, acquired wealth and local distinction, or perhaps 
become disappointed in their aspirations, then deserted the place, 
or from some other cause have disappeared, and their names have 
become extinct and forgotten. Where shall we now find the names 
of Welleslegh, Welles, Stourton, Banastre, Towker, Bowedyche, 
Cristesham, Blythe, Elwelle, Compton, Atte- Wode, Atte- Water, 
Tanner, Wycombe, Wylyams, Vowell, Rocke, Colston, Gt)dwyn, 
Baron, Sadeler, Bumell, Maudeley, Bowerman, Trappe, Ayshe, 
Dyere, Gascoyne, Cutte, Poulett, Towse, Llewellyn, Ayleworth, 
Leigh, Crosse, Watkyns, Bull, Whitynge, Bricke, Coward, 
Walrond, Harper, Worrall, Cordwent, Mattocke, Strode, and 
hundreds of other once eminent citizens of Wells ? 
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If curiosity leads us to peruse the Registers, we shall find 
affecting records of burials of many who fell victims to the 
plague. The first entry that occurs, having reference to this 
awful pestilence, is as follows : — ^' Jane, the wife of Richard 
Dauis, the first that dyed of the sickness, was bur. Aug. 2, 
1645." Many were interred in the open fields, having been 
driven beyond the city boundaries when they or their friends 
became affected with the distemper. A record of one of these 
interments is thus made : — ^^ Elizabeth, Daug. of Robert Som- 
merton, and Ann his wife, was buried in a Meade at Chelcot, 
Septem. 18 th, 1645." Day after day, for several months, four 
or five, and sometimes more, were carried to the churchyard. 
Nearly all who could afford to provide means of living elsewhere 
deserted the city, and many encamped on Tor Hill, and in other 
places in the neighbourhood. 

The pestilence has visited Wells on several occasions, and thus 
hundreds were added to the tenants of the churchyard, the 
numbers being too great for any regular record to be kept of their 
interment. In 1591, the scourge broke out at Taunton, and the 
corporation then ordered that no ^* In-keeper, Typpler, or other 
inhabitant " should receive any person, or any merchandise,- or 
goods coming from Taunton, '* where the sicknesse, or plague," 
then prevailed. In the following year this city had become 
affected, and numbers of the more wealthy and influential in- 
habitants left their houses. The corporation, in the month of 
July, ordered that all such should " make theyre repayre home 
into the towne, at or before the eight daye of August," or pay 
such sums as were " assessed and taxed vppon theym towardes 
the reliefe of the sicke people in Welles ;" and those who failed 
in complying with this order, were to forfeit the ** lib'ties and 
privileges " of the city. The plague continued, and another 
order was made in October, 1592, that all the burgesses then 
^* inhabitynge and dwellinge in the countrie " should ** repayre 
home and inhabit and dwell in theyre owne houses within the 
saide cittie or borough." This order also required that no 
person whose house was " infected with the sicknesse or plague " 
should go out of his house, on pain of imprisonment, and to give 
sureties for his good behaviour ; also *' to sette vpp a red crosse" 
vppon the doors of all suche p'sons as their howses have ben in- 
fected at anye tyme sithence the xiij of September last." " Alsoe 
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hit is agreed that Stephen Hurman ahalbe the beadle of the towne, 
and shall have a newe cote, and ijs. a wyke durynge the tyme of 
ij moneths." *' Alsoe that all suche p'sons as shall goe owt of 
theire howses after suche tyme as the crosse shalbe sette vppon 
theire dore, vnlesse they shalbe licensed soe to doe, shalbe 
comytted toward, and the stockes shalbe sette at the end of John 
Hiscoxe shoppe.'* 

In the first year of James I. (a.d. 1603.) the plague was 
depopulating London and other places. This induced the Wells 
corporation to prohibit all communication with Bristol, where the 
pestilence was then raging, on pain of imprisonment and fine. 
Mr. William Bully one of the magistrates of the city, having 
**receyved from London, being a place notoriouslie infected 
with the sicknesse of the plague, three horse packes of wares," 
was fined £40. Robert Hill, who had " recey ved from Arthur 
Whittynge, of Shepton Mallet, carrier," three dozen of flax, 
which had been brought from London, was also fined £10. At 
length, notwithstanding the precautions taken, the plague ex- 
tended itself to Wells, and the houses of John Harte and Walter 
Clynes, in Tucker Street, being suspected, it was agreed by the 
corporation that *^ the saied ij howses, front and back," should 
be watched night and day. From Tucker Street the pestilence 
spread to other parts of the city, and at length it was determined 
to purchase a meadow called Swanyngham, and thereon a *^ pest, 
house '* was erected, to which those stricken with the plague 
were removed. 

In 1625, the inhabitants were alarmed at various reports that 
persons had come here from London, where the plague then pre- 
vailed. The utmost precautions were adopted to prevent its 
introduction here, and it was "ordered that the constables, 
together w'th the verderers, shall forthwith goe and take order 
for the riddinge and avoydinge of the carryer, together w*th his 
packes, w'ch ar nowe at Portelmes owte of the p'cinct of the 
burrow into the tythinge of Burcott." All the fairs were sus- 
pended, and notices for that purpose were sent to the towns and 
villages in the west of England. 

There is a tradition that during one of these terrible visitations 
a place of interment for the dead was made in the cathedral 
green, where (it is said) the remains of upwards of two hundred 
human beings were buried in one pit. 

Q 
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In the year 1854, the then parish clerk, Mr. Thomas Lovell, 
gave me the following statistics, compiled by him from the church 
registers. His father, Mr. John Lovell, was elected as clerk, 
21st April, 1773, and died 23rd June, 1835, in the 90th year of 
his age. During that period there were marriages, 2602 ; bap- 
tisms, 9313 ; burials, 6008. And from the 23rd of June, 1835, 
to the 30th December, 1854, there were marriages, 596 ; bap- 
tisms, 3,199 ; burials, 2,382. 

During the time Mr. John Willmott held the office of church- 
warden he carefully brought together and examined the whole 
of the registers and other books belonging to the church, and, so 
that coming generations may know exactly what the authorised 
custodians of these interesting records ought to be made account- 
able for, he inserted a list or inventory of the books at the end 
of the parish vestry book, a copy of which is here given:— 

A LIST OF THE EEGISTERS IN ST. CUTHBEET»S CHUBCH, WELLS, 
TAKEN JANUARY, 1856. 
1. — Bax>tism8, Weddings, and 

~ " 1608—1667 

6a— 1727 
1727— 39 
40- 87 
40— 54 
88—1812 
54-1763 
63— 78 
78— 86 
85— 99 
99—1821 
99— 12 

It is much to be regretted that the praiseworthy example thus set 
by Mr. Willmott is not more frequently followed. The Jaw, as 
it stands at present, requires amendment, so that those who have 
the custody of parochial and such-like records may be made 
responsible, under heavy penalties, for the safe keeping of such 
important muniments. 



Bnrials, 
2. — do. do. do. 
8. — do. do. do. 
4. — ^Baptisms and Burials, 

— Marriages, 

6. — Baptisms and Bnrials, 
6. — Banns and Marriages, 
7. — do. do. do. ..< 
8. — do. do. do. .., 
9. — do. do, do. ,„ 
10. — Banns , 

— Marriages 





1813—1838 


12.— Baptisms 


13— 26 


13.— Buries 


13— 85 


14.— Marriages 


83— 87 


15.— Banns ... 


.. June 22Dec34 


16. — ^Baptisms 


26— 38 


17.— Marriages 


.. Jnly 37Nov53 



18.— Bnrials from Sept. 1835 to the cloe- 
ing of the Ohnrch and Ghnrchyard as 
places of Bnrial, Sept. 30th, 1855. 

19. — Banns 1834, (now in nse). 

20.— Baptisms 1839 (do.) 

21.— Mfiiriages Nov. 1835, (do.) 




Digitized by 



Google 



^Si^yF^'^^ 



^^t Sl^d0rg, WtmxKQt '§mu, Wim$, h. 



EBOM a very early period the Rectory and "great tythes" 
were granted by the Dean and Chapter on leases for lives^ 
the lessee paying a fine on each renewal^ and a yearly sum 
as Lord's rent. The following are notes from a lease granted 
in 1800^ to Alexander Popham^ Esq.^ then one of the Masters of 
the Court of Chancery. By this lease the Dean and Chapter 
demised '^ all that the rectory and parsonage of the parish and 
parish church of St. Cuthbert^ in Wells, and also the barn called 
the Canon bam, and two courts or yards to the said barn ad- 
joining and belonging, all standing or being in and near WeUs ; 
and also all the tythes of corn, grain, hay, of mills, and other 
tythe sand also all other the profits of the said rectory or parson* 
age ;" except all " courts and perquisites of courts^ fines of lands^ 
heriots, reliefs, escheats, marriages, pensions, rents, lands^ 
meadows^ pastures^ mines, rents of com, and oats, and the prison^ 
and the house appointed and used for the same, and the 
pound to the said bam adjoining," with power to use the prison, 
and to keep and hold courts in the said bam for the tenants there 
to do suit and service; and also except the ''advowson of the 
vicarage and parish Church of St. Cuthbert," and the presenta- 
tion thereof when vacant. Another lease was subsequently 
granted, which is now determinable with the life of one very old 
person. The lessee is Sir Charles Taylor, Bart. The rever- 
sion of the Bectory on the determination of the lease, will go 
to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, as part of the estates and 

Q2 
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possessions of the Dean and Chapter. On that event happen- 
ing, which cannot be very distant^ the Conunissioners will become 
possessed of the rectorial tythe rent-charge, amounting to £1050 
per annmn, from which it is hoped that some local benefits will 
be derived, either directly or indirectly, by the inhabitants of 
Wells. 

THE VICARAGE HOUSE. 

In the early records relating to St. Cuthbert's Church, there 
are frequent notices of a house belonging to the vicar, situate 
in Chamberlain Street, and another in St. Cuthbert Street. 
The former has ceased to be held by the vicars for a very 
long period, and I cannot identify it with any existing building. 
There was a very ancient payment or pension of 16d. made by 
the vicar m respect of this house. The smallness of the sum 
is a sure proof of the antiquity of its origin. This pension was 
designed for the support of an anniversary in the church of St. 
Cuthbert. It is noticed in the charters of Queen Mary and 
Queen Elizabeth, extracts from both of which are given in 
another part of the present work. 

The present Vicarage House, or rather the site of it, has been 
in the possession of the vicars for the time being upwards of 
six hundred years. By a charter, or grant, dated 29th December, 
1262, Bichard de Bamfield, canon of Wells, gave his house, de- 
scribed as ** over against St. Cuthbert's church," to the vicar of 
St. Cuthbert for ever, subject to a yearly pension of one mark 
(13s. 4d.), to the Dean and Chapter of Wells on the anniver- 
sary of his obit, which was celebrated at the altar of St. Edmund, 
the Confessor, in the nave of the Cathedral. This Bichard de 
Bamfield*s residence was in New-street. He was not only a 
benefactor to the vicarage of St. Cuthbert, but also to the 
Cathedral Church. Before his death he gave to the Dean and 
Chapter, lands in Wookey, Wells, and Dulcote, besides divers 
rents or pensions, including the one mark reserved in the grant 
of the Vicarage House above noticed. 

On the 10th December, 1544, the Dean and Chapter collated 
John Lambertj vicar choral, to the chantry ** ad altare Sancti 
Edmundi Episcopi et Confessoris in navi Ecclesi«B, pro anima 
Eichardi Bamfylde.'* 
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The pajmeats out of the lands given to the Dean and Chapter 
were: — 

To the Biahop for the Donor's honae in New street; 

Two Priest Yicars celebrating for the souls of Bishop WiQiam Button, 
the first, William, Provost of Comb, and his (the Donor's) own, at 
the Altar of St. Edmnnd, in the nave of the ohuzoh, near whioh he 
desired to be bnried .., 

Two Tapers 

Two hundred poor, at an half .penny a pieoe yearly 

On Aot. 5th, St. Faith's day, on his obit , ... 

Twenty poor persons, ashamed to beg r ... 

To the Commnner and two Vicars distributing the same 

To the Canons, &c., on his obit '. 

For a taper burning at the seoond matins every night before the Cross in 
the nave of the churoh 

A taper at the Shrines \ 

Saorist, 6d. — Subsaorist, 2d. 

The vicarage house is occasionally noticed in the city records, 
and can easily be identified with the present house, an instance 
of which is found in an original deed dated 1320, of which the 
following is a translation : — 

"To AirL. to whom this present writing shall be seen or heard, Walter db 
BsiSTELTON, Chaplain, John At Chuschsttle, of Wells, and Hugh lb Basbus, 
Ezeoutors of the Testament of William of Schepton, deceased, late of the borough 
of Wells, everlasting greeting in the Lord. Wheseas aooording to the custom of 
the borough of Wells hitherto observed and approved, it is lawful for any burgess 
of the aforesaid borough to bequeath by his testament and last will, as weU any 
tenement which he had purchased, as his chattels ; and the aforesaid William of 
Schepton had purchased one tenement with its appurtenanoes, in Wells af oresadd, 
situate in the street which is called S. Cuthbert's Street, in fee simple : Which 
said tenement is sHnbote between a tenement of tTie perpetual vica/r of the chwrch of 
8t. Outhbert on the west side, and a tenement of the late WOliam Collard on tho 
east side ; and he bequeathed the said tenement with the appurtenanoes by his 
testament and last will according to the aforesaid custom of the said borough to ua 
to sell. We the said Walter de Bristleton, John at Churchstyle, and Hugh la 
Barbur, executors of the will of the aforesaid William of Schepton, according to 
his last wUl, in the capacity of his executors, for a certain sum of money to us in 
hand puid, have granted, sold, and delivered the said tenement with all th& 
appurtenanoes thereto to Bobert Fenel and Juliana his wife, and the heirs of their 
bodies, and have confirmed the same by this present writii:4> • ^^ have and hold 
all the aforesaid tenement, with all the appurtenances thereto, to the same Bobert 
and Juliana, and the heirs of their bodies, and their assigns for ever, of the chief 
lord of the fee, by the services therefor due and accustomed. In Witness whereof 
we have affixed our seals to this present writing [in the presence of], these wit< 
nesses,— Edmund 'de Welleslegh, Nicholas de Palton, John de Merk, Bichard la 
Eyr, Thomas le Deveashire, William Batnelde, Thomas le Salter, John Bullok, Hugh 
de Somerton, and many others. Given at W^, on the Sunday next after the feast 
Off S. Dunstan, in the 14 year of the reign of King Edward the Second." [a.d. 1320], 

The pension of 13s. 4d. is now paid by the vicar to the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners. 

The following list of vicars of St. Cuthbert is chiefly compiled 
from the registers in the Begistry of the Diocese. These books^ 
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possibly, do not contain the name of every vicar of the parish, 
but the omissions are certainly not many : — 

VICAES OF ST. CUTHBEET, WELLS. 
1239 — ^Robert Gyf ard oocnrs. 
1316 — ^Richard de Penoz, or Penoioz. 



24--John de Saltford. 
27 — John de Eynemf ard. 
88— Walter Hamme, ooours 

^ I John Spaldynge, oocnrs 

1403 — ^Thomas Ibrome, ooours. 

07— Walter • • • • oocnrs. 

26 — ^Thomas Stevenes 

24— Richard Harewell. 

35 — John Grene (his name oocnrs 
as vicar in 1431). 

B3— John Stokys. 

71 — ^Thomas Normanton. 

87 — John Hansford. 

88 — John Menyman. 
1513— Peter Hunneles. 

16— William Mors. 

19— Richard Wolman, L.L.D. Dean 
of Wells, 1529.— Died 1537. 

80— Richard Clerkford. 

43 — ^Richard Edgeworthe. 

49— Richard Sheperde. 

81 — Paul Methwine. 



Azdideaoon of 



1606— Benjamin Heyden, D.D, Deaa of 
Wells, 1602.— Died 1607. 
07 — ^William HaJl. 
09— Thomas Hall. 
84— Thomas Westley 
62— Charles Thirlby. 

WeUs 

83 — Keaary Winchcombe. 
89-^06eph Shallett. 
1704— John Pope. 
19 — ^Richard Healey. 
36 — ^Lawson Hnddleston. 
41 — ^William Hnddleston, Archdeacon 

of Wells.— Died March 1st, 1766, 

and bnried at Eelston. 
66— Edmnnd Lovell, L.L.D.— Died July 

18th, 1798. 
98 — Samnel Serrell, resigned in Sept., 

1832.— Died Jannary 21st, 1842. 
1832— Hemy Watson Barnard, M.A., 

Canon Residentiary of Wells. 
55 — Greorge Henry Sacheyerell Johnson, 

M.A., Dean of Wells.- ~ 

September, 1870. 
70— John Beresford^ M JL 
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|HE earliest church-rate I have found among the parochial 
records, was made in 1675, and it appears to have been 
the custom at that time, as it was for many years after- 
wards, to assess the In and Out-parishes as two districts, the 
former being called the " Towne," and the latter " the Countrye." 
Both districts were, however, included in the same rate, and 
assessed on the same scale. This practice continued until 1803, 
and up to the same period the churchwardens' accounts were kept 
as for one parish. Subsequent to 1803, the rates and accounts 
were kept as for two distinct parishes, but the accounts, as well 
as the proceedings of vestries on matters connected with the 
church, although distinct, were entered in the same book. 

The proportion of rates levied in the In and Out-parishes, since 
the alteration referred to, differed in amount. The rate on the 
In-parish was double the amount of that for the Out-parish; 
i.e.y when a 4d. rate was levied on the In-parish, that on.the Out* 
parish would be only 2d. Another alteration was made in 1866, 
when it was determined that the districts assigned to the Chapels 
of Ease at East Horrington, Easton, and Coxley, should be 
assessed separately for the purposes of the Chapels there, contri- 
buting also a sum towards the maintenance of the Mother Church. 

In 1699, the following summary of the church-rate levied in 
that year, appears in the church book : — 

"TOWN KATE. 
" High Street, £8 Is. lOd. ; Ghamberlain Street, £2 17s. Hid. ; Southover, 
£2 28. 7id. ; Tucker Street, £1 ^. lU : £14 7b. 4d." 
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"OOUNTBT. 
<' Milton, 198. 9|d* ; Weeke, IQs 2d. ; Waloombe, 98. lOd. ; Wookey Hole, 9b. 4|d. ; 
Wormister, 178. lid. ; Bnroott, £1 IZs. lid. ; Eaet Horrington^ 7a. lOd. ; Easton, 
£1 9s. 4d. ; Harter'8 Hill, Ss. 2d. ; Ghilcott, ISs. lid. ; DolooU, £1 9s. 3id. ; Hill 
House, 9s. 2d. ; Frydeiy, lis. 4d. s Whytenall, 10s. 6d. ; West Horrington, £1 8s. 8d. ; 
Gozlej, £1 18s. 4d. ; East Wells, £1 6s. 7d. ; Polsham, £2 12s. 6id. : £17 18s. 9d." 

By the Act of 31 and 32 Vict c. 109, compulsory church- 
rates were abolished. The following paper, which was circulated 
among the parishioners in October and November, 1870, (after 
an attempt to raise funds by a voluntary church-rate), will 
explain the manner in which the want of the ordinary church rate 
was supplied. 

"ST. OUTHBBET'S FCTND FOB OHUEOH EXPENSES* 

" The Yioar and Chnrohwardens beg to lay before the Parishioners the following 
statement : — 

" At an adjourned Vestry .Heeting held on the 11th of August last, after a full 
investigation of the liabilities in respect of Ghuroh Expenses, and after considering 
the failure of the Voluntary Ghuroh Bate, and the small amount raised by means of 
Voluntary Snbsoriptions, it was resolred — ' That thereafter the mode of raising the 
funds for the necessary expenses of the Church be provided by the Offertory.' 

" It was not thought advisable to carry this resolution into effect at once, and 
eventually another Vestry .Meeting was called for the 27th October, at which the 
financial matters of the Church were again considered, and certain objections to the 
proposed mode of raising the amount required were submitted. Due weight 
having been allowed to these, it was still thought undesirable to rescind the resola. 
tion passed in August ; and accordingly, in a full Vestry, and. with no dissentient 
voice, its adoption was re.afS,rmed. Under these circumstances, the Vicar and 
Churchwardens appeal to aU worshippers at the F&rish Church for their assistanoe 
in carrying out the proposed plan for meeting the expenses of the Church. 

^ More than half the current financial year has already elapsed, and no funds have 
M yet been raised for the maintenance of the I^lnric and the carrying on of iho 
Services. It is calculated that about £165 will be required far these purposes 
during the current year ; it will be seen, then, that some action must be taken with 
»U promptitude. CoUeotioinB after the Morning and Ev^iing Services of each 
Sunday will, therefore, be made on or after Sunday, November the 6th, and the 
proceeds will be applied to the payment of Church expenses, except when notice is 
previously given of their devotion to some other object. It is hoped that all who 
participate in the Services of the Church will contribute according to their means 
to the Fund for carrying them on, and that each member of the congregation will 
endeavour to make some weekly offering, however smaJl, for this or some other 
purpose. Even the poorest can thus E^ew their thankfulness for the means of 
graoe, and may well remember that ' If there be first a willing mind, it is accepted 
aocwding to that a masi hath, and not aooording to that he hath not.' 

« 29th October, 1870." 2 (Cor. viii., 12.»») 

The result of the new arrangements will be seen in the follow- 
ing statements : — 

** Offertory for the year ended Oct. 29thk 1871. 
" For general church expenses, £174 9s. 4d. ; alms for the poor (including extra 
alms fr^ the early communion offertory), £79 IQi, 9d. ; schools, missions, &o., 
£55 14s. 4d. : total, £809 17s. 5d." 

" Offertory for the year ended Oct. 27th, 1872. 
*' For general church expenses, £133 lis. 9d. ; alms for the poor, £64 15s. Sd. ; 
schools, missions, &c.. £51 10b. 9d. $ additional services fund, £16 18& 5d. : total, 
£2561lB.ld;» 
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The difference between the amounts raised for church expenses 
in these two years is accounted for by the fact that considerable 
arrears had to be met during the year 1871. The early com- 
munion offertory alms were temporarily assigned to the poor^ but 
are now applied in aid of the fund for carrying on additional 
servicesy in accordance with an order of vestry made on the 3rd 
May, 1872 ; when it was resolved, on the recommendation of the 
church committee, that inasmuch as additional services of the 
church and parish necessitated the assistance of a second curate, 
*' the monies received at the early communion be appropriated 
for the carrying on of such services.'* 
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i^|d||HE site of this ancient establisliment is on the west side of 
^|1| St. John Street^ which leads from High Street, and other 
parts of the city, into Southover. The name of the street 
is, no doubt, derived from its proximity to the priory. The ruins 
of this once venerable house have been recently removed, to make 
way for the new schools, which were built there in 1858. 

This priory, or hospital, as it is often styled in documents of 
early date, was founded about a.d. 1206, for a Prior, or Master, 
and ten brethren. It was dedicated to St John the Baptist, and 
owed its foundation to Hugh de Welles, Bishop of Lincoln, and 
his brother. Bishop Jocelin de Welles, who, as Godwyu states, 
'* laying their purses together,'* endowed it with estates of con- 
siderable value. Both these Founders were natives of Wells. 
Jocelin became Bishop of this diocese a.d. 1206, and died a.d. 
1242 ; and Hugh, who had been Archdeacon of Wells, became 
bishop of Lincoln, a.d. 1209, and died a.d. 1235. Collinson 
(vol II., page 310) quotes a will of Bishop Hugh, which, among 
many other gifts, contains a bequest of 500 marks to the building 
of the hospital at Wells. There are reasons for believing that 
the will noticed by Collinson (which is without date) was not the 
last will of the bishop. In the ^' Liber Cantariarum," at Lincoln 
(F. 155-6), is recorded another will of Bishop Hugh, which was 
probably his last will. It is dated June 1st, a.d. 1233, and to it 
were set the seal of the testator, the seals of his brother Jocelin, 
of Welles, and others. The first bequest in the will is to the 
following effect : — ** I bequeath and grant to my lord, the bishop 
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of Bath, my brother, and his assigns, the wardship of Tunring (?) 
with all its appurtenances : To have and to hold freely and quietly 
until the heir be of lawful age, applying the profits by the hands 
of the said Lord Bishop, or his assigns, to the use and repair of the 
hospital at Wells, along with two hundred marks which I have 
formerly paid to the said Lord Bishop, for the work of the afore- 
mentioned hospital. I give, moreover, to the said Lord Bishop and 
his assigns, my wardship of the land and heirs of Crombwell (?) 
which is of my fee, and the marriage of those heirs, so that they be 
not married beneath their station ; wishing and ordaining that the 
aforesaid Lord Bishop, or his assigns, out of the profits of the said 
manor, apply up to the age of heirship, to the work of the hospital at 
Wells, and the support of it, for the safety of my soul, and of the 
souls of my father and mother, and of all my ancestors and heirs^ 
and for the soul of Jordan de Turre, as I have ordained to be done 
with my wardship of Tunring. Moreover, I give to the said hos- 
pital and to the brothers there serving God, and who will serve Him 
forever^ all my lands of Dernford, which I gave with Agatha, my 
niece, in marriage, unless she have an heir of her body, to whom 
the land ought to remain." It appears that this will was confirmed 
by the King (Henry III.) at Westminster, 27th May, in the 1 1th 
year of his reign, and again at Fulham^ May 15th, in the 13th 
year of his reign. 

As usual with establishments of this kind, the priory from time 
to time received many additions to its original endowment, so 
that at the time of the dissolution of the House, after the Refor- 
mation, it had lands, revenues, and possessions in Beryll, East 
Wells, Polsham, Walcombe, and Melsbury, in Wells, and in 
Wookey, Dinder, Keinton Mandeville, Babcary, and other 
places, including the advowson of the church of Evercreech, with 
certain tythes and payments there. The lands at Keinton 
Mandeville and Babcary, as well as the church of Evercreech, 
with the chapel of Chesterblade, probably formed part of the 
original endowment of the hospital. According to inquisitions 
(in the time of Edward I.) to enquire of the lands of the 
Mandeville family, then settled at "Kington" (now Keinton 
Mandeville), it appears that Geoffrey de Mandeville then held 
the Manor of Kington, and the jurors affirmed that of all the 
lands of the said Geoffrey held in this place, before the prior of 
the Hospital of St. John, in Wells had been . enfeoffed with part 
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thereof, only one suit was due to the Eang's Hundred of Catsash^ 
and that the said Geoffrey and his heirs ought to acquit the 
prior of that suit. By another inquisition it appeared that the 
possessions held in Kington by the prior, consisted of eight 
messuages, one dove house, eleven acres of arable, and eleven 
acres and three roods of meadow. Upon the dissolution of the 
priory, the priory estates at Keinton devolved on the Crown, and 
were subsequently sold. They were, some years since, purchased 
with the Manor, as a further endowment of the church of Long- 
bridge Deverill. The prior's bam, it is said, still exists, and has 
the appearance of a building of considerable antiquity. 

"The church of Evercreech," according to CoUinson, *^ vniii 
the churchy or chapel, of Chesterblade, was anciently appropriated 
to the priory of the Hospital of St. John the Baptist, in the city 
of Wells. A vicarage was appointed by Bishop Jocelin to 
consist as follows, viz., in all oblations and obventions of the 
alterage, as well of the mother church as of the chapels belong* 
ing thereto, and in the residue of St. Peter's pence throughout 
the parish ; in tithes of mills, and in all legacies, and in all small 
tithes, except the tithes of the prior and brethren of the Hospital 
of St. John the Baptist in Wells, and except all the tithes of the 
wool| lambs, and cheese of the said parish, which, by right, 
belonged to the said prior and brethren: — The prior and 
brethren to allow the vicar six pounds in silver, yearly, and the 
vicar to have a house on the south side of the church formerly 
inhabited by the chaplains, to serve the said church in person, 
assisted by a proper clerk ; and to have a chaplain to perform 
mass in the chapel at Chesterblade every Sunday and friday 
throughout the year. In augmentation whereof it was ordained 
by Bishop Beckynton, 10th Oct., 1463, that the vicar, in lieu of 
the six pounds in silver, above mentioned, should have the tythes 
of cheese of the whole parish, and the tithes of wool and lambs 
in the villages or hamlets of Chesterblade, Stoney Stratton, 
Southwood, and Bagbury, excepting those of the flock of the 
Bishop and his successors, which were appropriated to the prior 
and his brethren. The vicar was also to have the tithes of garb, 
and hay, of the lands on the east side of the way called Brode- 
strete, and also the tithes of Chesterblade, Stoney Stratton, 
and Southwood, except those of a place called Smaldon, which 
were made property of the prior and brethren. Then follows a 
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proviso, that if the portions thus assigned should exceed 20 marks, 
then the augmentation thus made was to be void. 

Many additions to the original endowments were from time to 
time made. Bishop Ralph de Salopia (5th April, 1350), granted 
to the prior and brethren of the Hospital of St. John, in Wells, 
and the friars of that house, all the messuages and lands whereof 
he had been enfeoffed by William de Luttleton, William de 
Bathe, and William de Bourwardesleye, to the end that they 
should pay six marks per annum forever to a chaplain to say 
mass at the altar of St. Martin in the cathedral church of Wells 
for the good estate of the said Bishop while living, and for his 
soul after his decease ; ako for the soul of John de Somerton, 
formerly Abbot of Muchelney, and the souls of his successors in 
that convent 

In the survey of colleges, chantries, &c., made by com- 
missioners in the first year of Edward VI. (1547), the chantry 
founded before the altar of St. Martin, in the cathedral, by 
Bishop Ralph, is thus noticed : — 

*' The Chamitrie ther caJlyd Martyn's Ghanntrie is yerely worthe in redy money 
comyng out of the issnes and revennee of the late dissolved Hospitall or Priory 
of Saincte Johanis in Welles, and now to be levied and reoeyved of the issues 
and revenues of the Gonrte of Aiigmenta9on, by vertue of a deoree made in 
the same Gonrte, — ^£iiij. 

** Plate and Ornaments, — a ohalioe of silv'r weighing xv oz. 

** Ornaments, — ^None. 
« Mem'd.— John Dible, Gierke, of t)ie age of Izz yeres, Incu'bent ther." 

Though the history of the founding of this hospital, as given 
by Collinson and Phelps, is somewhat different to that of Dugdale> 
yet, in the main, they agree. 

Collinson thus speaks of the hospital : — '^ In that part of the 
city called Southover, is the Priory, or Hospital of St John, 
founded about a.d. 1206, by Hugh de Welles, Archdeacon of 
Wells, and afterwards Bishop of Lincoln, for a prior, or master, 
and ten brethren, and endowed with lands called Beyial, East 
Wallis Field, Polsham Field, West Close, and other estates to 
the amount of two hundred marks per annum. To this institu- 
tion considerable additions were made by Bishop Jocelyne and 
others ; but its revenues were decreased towards the time of the 
Reformation, when they were valued at £40 Os. 5d. 

** The Bishop of the diocese was Patron ; Peter was Prior in 
1238 ; Walter, 1314, he died in 1323, and was succeeded by 
Philip de Exton ; Henry de Exton was collated Feb. 20th, 1348, 
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he occurs, 1352 ; John Type, died March 12ih, 1409 ; John 
Bartlett, succeeded July 13th, 1410,— he died 1438 : Nicholas 
Cousin was collated by the Bishop, February 12th, 1438 ; Thomas 
Yle, Oct. 4th 1445 : he resigned Aug. 1st, 14G2 ; Thomas Cornish 
Bishop of Tyne, August 27 th, 1462, — he resigned 1497 ; Reginald 
Ap David, July 1st, 1497 ; John Marler, April 9th, J500,— he 
resigned 1613; Richard Smyth, Dec. 1st, 1513, — ^he died 1524; 
John Bartram, brother of the Hospital of Bridgwater, succeeded 
May 10th, 1524 ; Richard Clarkson was Prior, 1539. He and 
three brothers resigned the hospital to the King, Feb. 3rd, and 
had a pension of £12 per annum assigned him for his life. In 
1553, there remained £4 in annuities ; and pensions to William 
Marks, £4, John Chamock, £3 6s. 8d., and John Dytte, 
£2 13s. 4d. John Dyble, Incumbent of the same service here^ 
had in 1553 a pension of £3 6s. 8d. 

** The site of the hospital, with lands in Finkesmore, Wookey, 
East Wells, and Southover, and the rectory of Evercreech, and 
advowson of the vicarage belonging to it, were after the dissolu- 
tion, 32 Henry VIIL, granted to Dr. John Clerk, Bishop of this 
See, and his successors, in consideration of the manor and park 
of Dogmersfield, in Hampshire. But 2 Edward YI. Bishop 
Barlow surrendered the same to the crown, and Queen Elizabeth 
in the 17 th year of her reign, granted it to Sir Christopher 
Hatton. The manor and site are now the property of Peter 
Sherston, Esq." 

*^ Fart of the old building is still standing, converted into a 
Woolcomber's shop. The street is called from it St. John- 
street, and a bridge near it, thrown over St. Andrew's stream^ 
has, for the same reason, the appellation of St John's bridge." 

Phelps gives somewhat the same account of the hospital, down 
to the grant to Sir Christopher Hatton. Afterwards he states 
that the property was conveyed to Sir William Doddington, Knt.^ 
and after passing through the names of Godwyn and Nutley, it 
came to Thomas Edwards, ^^who released the whole to Peter Davis^ 
Esq., in 1732," and from him the descent of the estate is traced to 
John Davis Sherston, Esq. Much of these accounts is founded in 
error. It is certain that the hospital and its appendant estates 
belonged to the ancestors of the Earl of Warwick, in and before 
A.p. 1667. In that year Bobert Lord Brooke made a settle- 
ment of extensive estates in several counties in England^ and 
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conveyed the same to trustees, including the Manor of Glutton, 
the Manor and Prebend of Dulcote and Chilcote, and all the 
lands of the said Robert Lord Brooke in Dulcote and Chilcote ; 
a messuage and farm called Buryall, in Wells, and other his 
lands, tenements, and hereditaments in the town and parishes of 
Wells ; '^ and also all that capital messuage and scite of the 
late dissolved Priory of St. John, in Wells, aforesaid, with the 
appurtenances therof, aild 220 acres of land, more or less» in 
Wells aforesaid, Buryal, Walcombe, Polsham, and Marle- 
bourough, to the same priory theretofore belonging and apper- 
taining." In 1716 another settlement was made by William 
Lord Brooke, one of the objects of which was to rectify a mis- 
take or omission in the settlement of 1667, and the priory of 
St. John, with the 220 acres of land thereto belonging, were 
included in the arrangements thereby made. In the same year a 
recovery was suffered of the entire estates comprised in the 
original settlement, the uses of which were for the benefit of said 
William Lord Brooke his heirs and assigns. 

Leland, the antiqaary, after noticing Bishop Bubwith's Alms- 
house, thus refers to St. John's Hospital : — " There was another 
Hospitall of St. John yn the town, standing hard on the ripe 
by south of S. Andreas streme. This Hospitall was foundid by 

• • • and Hughe, Bishop's." 

Dugdale's Monasticon gives the following account of the hospitaL 

'' Hugh de Welles, Archdeaoon of Wells, and afterwards Bishop of Linooln, was, 
about the beginning of King John's reign, the original founder of this hospital, in 
the sonthem part of the city, dedicated to St. John Baptist, which was so mnch 
augmented by JoceUne, Bishop of Bath, and other benefactors, that in 26 Henry 
Vni. the yearly revenne of the master and brethren amounted to £41 3s. 6id. 
according to Speed, and £40 Os. 2f d. according to Dngdale. The site, and most of 
the lands belonging to this house, were granted, 82 Henry VIII. to John Olerk, then 
Bishop of Bath and Wells, and his successors in consideration of the Manor and Park 
of Bogmersfield, &o. Howerer, the crown got it again afterwards, and granted it 
17th Elizabeth, to Sir Christopher Hatton. 

" Masters :— Walter, died 1323 ; John Typpe, died 1409; John Bartlett, 13 July, 
1410; Nicholas Gonsyn, 1439,— he resigned 20 Sept. 1446; Thomas Yle, 4th Oct., 
1446 ; John * Tinensis Episcopus', 21 August, 1482 ; Thomas Cornish, 6 August, 1483; 
Beginald Ap David, confirmed Prior, 1st June, 1487 ; John Marler, 9 April, 1600, — ^ho 
occurs 1610 ; Richard Smyth, upon whose death John Burtram was installed 10 May^ 
1624; John Pynnock, occurs Prior, 26 Hen. VIII." 

" The surrender of the hospital, 3 Feb. 30 Henry VIIL, is in 
the Augmentation Office. Appended to it is the common seal 
representing St. John Baptist^ with the following legend :— 

Bishop Hugh of Lincoln is said to be the founder ^ and Bishop 
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Jocelin and Sir Edmund Lyons, Ent., are mentioned as bene- 
factors. Then follows an abstract of raloi ecclesiasticos, 26 
Henry VIII. Johannes Pynnock, Prior : 



Wellenais, Civ* Bedd' Aaaa* 

Wokey, Bedd* ten,' 

Dynder, Bedd' AflCDS*, 

Wokey, Bedd' Molend', 

Wokey, Terr* d nio' 

Wells, Ac., Perqnis* Our,* 

Pyndkmore, Bedd' et terr', et ten', 

Pynckmore, Perqnis* Our*, 

Kington Manndefelde, Bedd' assis*, &o,. 
Kington Manndefelde, Perqnis' Cnr*, 

Westdowne, Paraonatns ... , 

Ererenyche, Pttnonatns, • ... 



£ 8. d. 
1 12 4 
18 4 

68 

1 18 
6 00 
19 

2 18 6i 
80 
4 16 8 
40 
4 20 

10 8 



Before proceeding further, it may be as well to say a few words 
with respect to some of the priors or masters of tiiis HospitaL 
The lists quoted do not contain the names of all the Priors. John 
was Prior A.D. 1292, in which year his name occurs in a deed re- 
lating to the founding of a chantry before the altar of St. Edmund^ 
in Exeter Cathedral, for the soul of Master Walter Lechlade, 
Succentor in Wells, and Precentor in Exeter cathedral. 
. Thomas Cornish, one of the Priors, resided in Wells many 
years. He became head of the hospital in 1462, and in the course 
of his life, held the following preferments: — 1493, Provost of 
Oriel College, Oxford; 1494, Canon of Wells; 1489, Rector 
of Axbridge; 1489, Bector of Wookey— Banwell ; 1499, Chan* 
cellor of Wells ; 1502, Precentor or Chanter ; 1502, Sector of 
Claversham (?). 

He was also Bishop of Tyne, and Suffragan to Bishop Fox, 
under the title of " Episcopus Tynensis," and to Hugh Oldham, 
Bishop of Exeter. He died July 3rd, 1513, and was buried in 
Wells Cathedral, on the east side of the door leading up into the 
Chapter House, where his canopied tomb still remains, from which 
the brass memorials originally attached to it were long since 
removed. On the front of the moulding of the cover of the 
tomb, is the following record engraved in brass : — 

finno mm ^ccctcxiiU Cu|ujE( fInCmxe 

The Prior and Brethren had several houses in WellS| which 
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with nearly all their other possessions^ were granted to divers 
persons on leases for lives^ or for terms of years. Among the city 
records is an original lease by Prior John, whereby he grants a 
house in Grope Lane, in consideration of a fine of 40s. in silver, 
and 5s. of annual rent. This lease bears no date, but from the 
character of the hand writing, it may be assigned to the reign of 
Edward I. (1272-1307.) 

Walter de Compton, Burgess of Wells, by his will (proved on 
Sunday next before the feast of St. Martin, 1362) bequeathed a 
legacy of 20s. for the mending of the house of the Prior of St. 
John, in Wells. 

Bishop Thomas Bekynton was probably a benefactor to the 
hospital, in proof of which his armorial bearings were found in 
the ruins when the buildings were pulled down to make way for 
the new schools. 

It is probable that the revenues of the priory were subject 
to frequent changes and fluctuations. Several certificates of 
exemption from the King's tenths occur in the episcopal regis- 
ters. Among others, is one dated at Wells 29th June, 1416, 
and another dated at Wells, 2nd January, 1416-17. 

In 1462, a serious and protracted dispute occurred between 
the prior and the corporation of Wells, the nature of which will 
be seen from the following abstract of the original deed (still 
with the city records). The deed is dated 

" The first day of August, the yere of the regno of Eyng Harre the yijth, 
the xxij;" and is made "Betwen S'r John Marler, P'oure of the honse or hod. 
pitall of Sainct John Baptist of Welles forsaide, and the bretheryn of the same 
place of the one p'tie, and John Tyler, Maister of the towne and borow'h of Welles, 
and the oomm'alte of the same, of that other partie." 

It begins by reciting that disputes had arisen between the prior 
and convent, and the corporation of Wells, and sets out at length 
another deed, dated 10th March, 5 Edward IV. The disagree- 
ments related chiefly to a close of pasture in the north part of 
Southover, and a house belonging to it. The settlement is made 
in these words : — 

" Now for a p'petnall and ffynall pease and end to be hadde bytwene them 
forenermore as well by the saide p'onre and consent, as by the saide Maist' and 
Comynalte, by one assent and consent it is ordeynyd agreed and vtt'ly det'mynyd 
that the saide p'onre and co'ent and ther saccessours shall have and enjoy the saide 
close of pasture and howse with th' appnrten'es lying in Southover as in therowne 
demene ; paying therefore yerly vnto the saide Maist' and Comynalte and to ther 
successours xjs. of lawfull money of Ingland in ma'ner and forme as her aft' 
foloweth^ — that is to wite, — Wheras the said p'oure and co'ent have and yerly 
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p'ceve a atmnall rente of the saide Maist' and Comynalte of xzvj. yj., as it apperitli 
above in the olde oompo8i9on9, — the same p'onre atid consent for them and tber 
snccessonra hith fnlly agreed and det'myned by this p'sent composiQon for ev'more, 
that the saide yerely rent of xjs. for the saide close and howse shall alway be abated 
and dedncte owte of the saide annn'll rent of xxvjs. vjd., so that from hensforth 
the same p'onre and consent and ther snccessonrs shall p'oere and receve of the 
said annnell rent of xxvjs. vjd. but only xvs. vj. at iiij ysnell termes in the yere for 
ev'more, to be paid by evyn persons," The witnesses are : " John Rodnay, 
Knt., Nicholas Sainotlo, Edmond Sainctlo, Sqnyars, Nicholas Trappe, John TJstwayt, 
John Welfihot, John Mandlyn," and others. 

The convent seal is attached^ on which is represented a figure 
of St. John Baptist. 

In the chapel of this priory many persons were ordained for 
holy orders. Thus in Bishop Stillington's register it is recorded 
that on the 2l8t of April, 1470, John, bishop of " Tino," ordained 
John Nitherson as priest, in the conventual church of St. John 
the Baptist, in Wells; and on the vigil of the Holy Trinity, 16th 
June, 1470, the same bishop ordained John Smyth as priest, in 
the same chapel. On the 25th February, 1479-80, in the chapel 
of the Blessed Mary of Eedcliffe, Bristol, William Vohye, of 
West Pennard, was ordained sub-deacon; on the 18th March, as 
deacon, in the conventual church of St. John the Baptist, in 
WeUs, and as priest, in the same church. May 27th, in the same 
year. These are a few instances only, selected from a long list 
of such ordinations. 

The old priory, or hospital, was used for different purposes 
after its dissolution. In modern times a portion of the building 
was turned into a day school, and subsequently another portion 
became a woolcombers' shop. In the year 1812 it was deter- 
mined to establish a *' central school in this diocese," and Wells 
was the place selected for it. The late Peter Sherston, Esq., 
liberally granted a part of the site to the bishop of Bath and 
Wells for the time being, in trust for the purposes of the school, 
and on this site a school was built (by means of a subscription of 
nearly £800), capable of accommodating 300 children. This 
school continued to be used until about the year 1858. For some 
time before this, increased school accommodation was urgently 
needed. To meet this want, John Davis Sherston, Esq., ac- 
tuated by the same liberal feelings as those of his grandfather, 
granted the remaining buildings as a site for the new school, the 
foundation stone of which was laid, July 16th, 1858, a parchment 
being placed in a glass bottle, and deposited in the stone, inscribed^ 
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'• The foundation stone of the Wells Central National Schools, 
erected by voluntary contributions (assisted by a grant of £1400 
from the Government Committee of Council on Education), was 
laid on sixteenth day of July, Anno Domini 1858, by Lucy, the 
wife of the Very Rev. George Henry Sacheverell Johnson, M. A., 
Dean of Wells, and vicar of Saint Cuthbert's, in this city. Scite 
given by John Davis Sherston, Esquire, on which the ancient 
priory of Saint John the Baptist formerly stood." 

" Prosper Thou the work of our hands upon us, O prosper Thou 
our handy work." — Psalm 90, v. 17.— J. C. Oxley. 

"Present: Auckland, Bath and Wells ; G. H. S. Johnson; 
Frederick Beadon, Arthur DuCane; C. M. Church; John 
Troutbeck; Henry E. Eavenhill ; Hugh G. Marshall ; W. L 
Welsh ; Lucy Johnson ; Maria C. Tudway ; Florence Eden ; 
Harriet E. Johnson ; Maria H. Eden ; Mary Welsh ; Elizabeth 
F. Troutbeck ; Emma Marshall ; Frances Laura Johnson ; 
William Welsh, jun. ; Edwin Hippisley, Architect; George 
Beaven, Builder ; Tho. Serel ; Edmund Davis ; John NichoUs." 

There is an ancient pension payable out of the hospital^ and 
lands belonging to it, of £3 10s. Od. This was formerly paid to 
'the Dean and Chapter of Wells, but no«r to the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners for England. 
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i^|gi||HE same reasons which had iDduced Bishop Ealph of 
^■^ Shrewsbury to build a " close " for the vicars choral, pro- 
^^^ bably led Bishop Kalph Erghum to provide the means for 
a settled habitation for the chantry priests who had somewhat simi- 
lar duties to perform in the cathedral. Before the time of Bishop 
Ealph of Shrewsbury (who died in 1363), the vicars lived in dif- 
ferent parts of the city, by which much inconvenience was 
occasioned, as well as occasional complaints, from the too intimate 
intercourse between the town's people, and those whose almost un- 
divided attention was required in the services of the church. The 
chantry priests, like the vicars choral, found accommodation where 
they best could ; some within the cathedral, but most of them 
beyond its precincts, in the city. Bishop Erghum had been 
translated from Salisbury to Wells in 1388, and became a con- 
siderable benefactor to the cathedral. He purchased and rebuilt 
a house, then called " Christieshamesyn," (Cristesham's Inn) 
afterwards known as ** The George,*' for pilgrims and others 
coming to Wells, which he vested in the Dean and Chapter, in 
whose possession it continued until 1854, when it was sold to 
Stuckey's Banking Company, who^ on its site, erected their 
present Banking house. Bishop Erghum died April 10th, 
1400-1, having by his will directed his executors to build in a 
street, called " La Mountery," or " Mountroy," a house for four- 
teen chantry priests, or chaplains, to celebrate divine service in 
the cathedral. This college was soon afterwards erected^ and, 
it is said, dedicated to St. Ann. By a deed dated January 20th, 
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1399, he founded a chantry at the altar of St. Edmund^ in the 
nave of the cathedral^ for the souls of Gilbert and Agnes, his 
father and mother, and of Agnes Bobas, his sister. 

Among the city records is an original document, settling a 
dispute between tiie Dean and Chapter, the Chaplains, and the 
Corporate body. The date is 26th November, 1430 (not many 
years after the completion of the college). This deed is made 
between the venerable men, the Dean and Chapter of the cathe- 
dral church of Wells, the " Capellanos annual's in eccli'e p'di'ca 
existent' in nouo CoUegio apud Mountery in Welles," also John 
Whitle and Elizabeth his wife, of the one part, and Bichard 
Halle, "Magr'm sive Custodem Gilde de Welles," and the 
Commonalty of the same town, of the other part ; recites that a 
strife had arisen between the parties, upon a demand of 20s. rent 
claimed by the corporation, out of a messuage in which said John 
and Elizabeth then dwelt, in High* street, and of which they were 
seized for the term of her life, the reversion belonging to the 
Dean and Chapter, who were seized thereof, to the use and profit 
of the said chaplains annuellers. An award was made by Bishop 
John Stafford that the Dean and Chapter should in future receive 
12s., and the master and commonalty 8s. of the said rent: 
and that one of the chaplains annuellers who should celebrate the 
Erghum mass at the altar of St. Martin, in the cathedral every 
day, except on Holy Thursday, should say a certain prayer 
for the master or warden and commonalty of Wells, an^ their 
successors, and in case of default, should pay a penalty of 2d. 

To this document there were five pendant seals : 1^ the seal 
of the Dean and Chapter; 2, the Bishop's seal; 3, the col- 
lege seal, very perfect, representing the figure of St Catherine 
under a canopy, holding the usual distinguishing emblem of this 
saint — a wheel ; 4 and 5, the seals of John Whitle and wife. The 
legend on the seal, is, I believe, ''S&. Mobi^(S^olV* 

The college (as before observed) is said to have been dedi- 
cated to St. Ann, but the seal to this document seems to cast a 
doubt on that statement. 

The yearly payment of 8s., reserved to the corporation of 
Wells, continued to be paid until the year 1835, when the same 
was sold by that body, and the future payments extinguished. 

This coUege shared the same fate as all other establishments 
of the kind-*dissolution ; — one of the results of the Beformation. 
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Bishop Tanner, in his Notitia Monastica. (ed. 1788), gives 
the following account; of the college : 

** MouNTEBY College. — Ealph Ergum, bishop of Bath and 
Wells, who died 1401, appointed by his will his executors to 
build, in the street called La Mountery, since College lane, a 
house for the fourteen chantry priests officiating in the Cathe- 
dral of Wells, and a hall for them to eat in common, which were 
called Mountrey, or Moundroy College ; valued, 26 Hen. 8, at 
£120 Is. 4d. per ann. in the whole, as Sandcroft's M.S. Valor ; at 
£83 16s. Od. ob., as Dr. Archer; and £11 18s. 8d. as Dugd. 
and Speed (which last is said to be the clear value in Sancroft's 
M.S.), and granted, 2 Ed. 6, to John Ayleworth and John 
Lacy;' 

In notes to this account it is said that the ** society was styled 
8ocietas Presbyterorum annuellarum Nov© aulas Wellens.," and 
that the number had " probably increased before the Reforma- 
tion, for in A.D. 1555 there were seventeen who had pensions, 
and are styled " Coleginarii sive cantaristae in CoUegio sive 
nova aula de la Mounteroy prope civitatem Wellensem.'* A 
query is added " whether the college was not dedicated 
to St. Ann, and had not the induction of the chantry 
priests, for 24 July, 1520, " Hen. Harrison institutus ad canta- 
riam S. Kalixti in ecc. Cath. Wellensi ; et scriptum fuit pro in- 
ductione principalibus CoUegii S. Annas de Wells." 

The pension list of Cardinal Pole, compiled in 1555, contains 
the following names of persons then in receipt of pensions out of 
the revenues of the dissolved college ; Bobert Deraunte ; John 
Eringtoune ; John Broke ; Henry Banks ; Thomas Clerke, and 
Robert Sprite, each, 72s. 8d. ; John Dible, £3 3s. 8d.; Walter 
Shepperde ; John Pawle ; William Burge ; John Newes ; Egidii 
Buttall ; Morgan Conge ; Richard Castlyn, each 100s. 

In the survey of Chantries, Free-chapels, &c., made by the 
Commissioners of Edward VI., in the first year of his reign 
(1547), the College of Mountrye is thus noticed :— 

*' THE cathedral OHUROHB OP SAINOTE ANDRBWB IN WELLS." 
«The College of New Hall or La Monntroye w'in the Cite of Welles, fonndyd andl 
erected for the majnten'ce of zyiij cbanntrie priests, celebratynge within the 
sayde cathedrall churche, is yearly worthe in landes, ten'ts and hereditam'ts in 
the tennre of sondery p'sones as may appeare p'ticnlarly more at large by the 
rentall of the same — £zxiij. iij. ; wherof in rents resolute i>aide yearly to son* 
dery p'sones-^lzziijs. viij., and so reznayneth olere — £ziz izs. viijd. 
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** Plate and Ornam'ts. — Plate, one cbalioe, g^t. — ^zvijoz. Ornaments and imple. 
ments praysed at £iiij. zviijs. ijd. 

"This College was erected for a com'en howse, orlyying of rnij cbanntrie priests 
foundyd wi'in the saide cathedral chorohe hereafter next f ollowjnge, who before 
the erection of the same had no certain place of habita9on, bat lyred abrode in the 
cite wher theye conlde get roome for theyre money. 

" There was distributed yerely equally amongest the saide xviij cbanntrie priests, 
£xi. viijs. viijd. p'cell of the foresaid clere yerely value in man'r and forme foUow- 
ynge, riz., for the com'en table, — ^£yi. zvjd. ; in angmenta9on of their salaries, — 
ciiijs., and for redyng and resyting the names of their benefactors — ^iijs. iiijd., whiche 
being equally devyded, amonnteth to xijs. viijd. ev*y of theym. 

" The incn'bent of Erghnm's Cbanntrie, hereafter following, for the time being, 
receyred yerely ont of the same clere yerely ralne, for singinge dayly morrowe 
masse Vin the said cathedral chnrche, — zzs. 

" The rest of the proffeots wer employed for the wages of the bowse as the receyVr, 
cooke, laonder and others, and for their faell, woode, and other necessaries and 
repa'cons of the saide college, and the xth yerely dne for the same." 

Of Bishop Erghum's own chantry, in the cathedral, the survey 
gives the following particulars : — 

'* One cbanntrie ther fonndyd by Baffe Erghnm is yerely worth in redy money to 
be paide by the f oresaide Deane and Chapitnre of the issues, fruts, and preffects 
of the P'sonage of Pooulchurohe appropri'ed to the same Deane and Chapiture, 
— £iiij. 
** Plate and Oma'ts. — ^None but a chalice, — ^vjoz. 

" Walter Shepherde, clerke, of the age of zzxvij yeres, incu'bent ther. The same 
incu'bent songe or saide morrowe masse daily w'in the saide cathedrall churohe,and 
receyved yerely therfor out of the revenues of the saide college of La Mount Boy — 
zzs., as before is declared amongst the memoranda of the same college." 

Besides the ordinary salaries to the Chaplains or Incumbents 
of the chantries, there were payments for wine, &c., used in the 
religious services performed by them. These payments are 
noticed in the survey thus : — 

''Breade, wyne, and wez expendyd by the Incu'bents of sondery the f oresaide 
chauntries, are yerely worthe in redy money to be paide by the foresaid 
Deane and Chapitm'e for breade, wyne, and wez expendyd by the incu'bents 
of sondery the foresaide chauntries, videl't : — The chauntayes called Bumell's 
and Hasilshewes, Husee's, Wellyngton's, Gk)delee*s, Erghum's, Bubwithe's and 
Storthwatt's, w*th the mayntenaunce of one lampe ther — ^lijs iiijd." 

The site of this college is now enclosed, and forms part of the 
lawn and grounds belonging to the mansion of C. C. Tudway, 
Esq. The college stood a short distance from, and on the south 
side of New-street. The original edifice had been modernised^ 
and is described by Phelps as " a large building in the Eliza- 
bethan style, with gable windows," For some years before its 
destruction, it had been used as a school. 

At the dissolution, the college was valued at £38 14s. Od. per 
ann. The site, with the buildings and revenues belonging there- 
to, were granted by letters patent under the great seal of England, 
18th August, 2 Edw. VI., in consideration of £728 Os. 2d., to 
John Ayleworth, then General Receiver for the County of 
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Somerset; and William Lacy, and to their heirs for ever; to 
hold in free socage of the manor of Stalbridge, in Dorsetshire. 

This John Ayle worth lived in Wells for many years, and held 
considerable property there. He was a man of great social im- 
portance, which is attested by the fact that he was elected as one 
of the representatives for the city in Parliament no less than six 
times, viz : — 13th' October, 1 Edw. VL, 21st February, 7 Edw* 
VI. ; 12 Jan., 4 and 6 Philip and Mary; 21st Nov., 1 Elizabeth; 
24th Dec, 5 Eliz. ; 12th May, 13 Elizabeth. About five years 
after this he' died, and Ashton Ayle worth, probably bis son, was 
elected in his place. In the city records is a curious notice of 
this John Ayleworth, in connection with his first election as one of 
the city members : " At the same convoca9on, by the mere bene* 
volence of Master Ayleworth, Esquier, he hath g'ven vnto the 
Maister of the Towne, and the hole burgesses, certen pottels of 
Gascon wyne, to be dely'ved by Edward Bull, at the potation ; 
— viz., at ev'y boarde when the seyde Maister and burgesses 
shall sitt at the tyme of the potation, to have one pottell of 
Gascon wyne, w'ch was immediately the same day accomplyshed.'^ 
These " pottles of wyne " (each of which contained about four 
quarts) had the desired effect, the donor having been elected 
as M. P. in the following year. 

Portions of the college estates remained in the holding of the 
Ayleworth family until the end of the 17th century. In the year 
1700, part of the property, including a shop, formerly held with 
and adjoining the George Inn, and another inn, called the Ka- 
therine Wheel, were sold. On the site of this shop, part of the new 
bank of Stuckey and Co., and the house now used as the Diocesan 
Dep8t were built. The vendors were ** John Aylworth, of 
London, Gentleman (described as eldest son and heir apparent 
of John Aylworth, then late citizen and leather seller of the said 
city, deceased, and Mary his wife), who conveyed the property to 
William Haines, of Wells, barber ; and it is a remarkable fact 
that the trade of a barber was carried on in the shop so purchased 
during a period of nearly 150 years. The other portions of the 
college property were probably sold about the same time as the 
shop purchased by William Haines. In the early part of the 
last century the site of the college was owned by persons named 
Evans, of Wells. In the county records, under date " Bridg- 



Digitized by 



Google 



POLSHAM CHAPEL. 137 

water, 1747," a notice occurs to the effect that John Davis, 
of Abergavenny, under a power of attorney from Brailsford 
Hughes, of Gelly, in Lauretherin, Co. Monmouth, Esq. (reciting 
that Mary Evans, then late of Wells, singlewoman, had lately 
died seized of several messuages, &c.,at Burcot, Week, Dulcott, 
Godney, and in the Liberty of St. Andrew in Wells, including 
the site of the college ; and that John Evans, her next cousin 
and heir at law, being a papist, was incapable, by the laws of 
England, to inherit the premises, by descent, devise, or other- 
wise), had made and entered the claim of the said Brailsford 
Hughes to all the messuages, &c., whereof said Mary Evans had 
died seized, &c., in the County of Somerset, as next protestant 
heir of kin of said John Evans, and as next protestant heir of 
said Mary Evans. The name of Evans did not wholly disappear 
as owners of the property referred to, as will appear in the deed 
conveying the site of the college &c., to Charles Tudway, Esq., 
ancestor of the present worthy owner of the property. 

By a deed dated 13 March, 1755, John Pine, of East Down, 
Devon, devisee of Mary Evans, then late of Wells, spinster, and 
Letitia Hughes, of Abergavenny, spinster, cousin and sole heiress 
of the said Mary Evans, conveyed to Richard Slade, gent., in 
trust for Charles Tudway, Esq., ** All that messuage or tene- 
ment, situate, lying, and being in Wells aforesaid, formerly 
called or known by the name of * The College,' and adjoining 
unto a lane called Mountroy Lane." This Charles Tudway, Esq., 
built the mansion now occupied by his descendant, C. C. Tud- 
way, Esq., soon after the date of this deed. 

ANCIENT CHAPEL AT POLSHAM. 

The information I have been enabled to obtain in connec- 
tion with the old chapels formerly standing at Polsham and 
Southway, is very scanty. At Polsham, it is said by Phelps^ 
and other authors, that a mansion stood, which belonged to 
the Bishops of Sherborne, used by them when they visited 
this locality, which in early times formed part of their diocese. 
I have never found any proof of this statement, and I think 
it far more probable that the house referred to was at Pilton. 
The principal reason for suggesting Polsham as the site of the 
mansion of the Bishops of Sherborne is the assumed similarity of 

T 
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the ancient name of " Poelt '* to the modern name of Polsham. 
The former is much more likely to mean " Pilton," and it is a 
well known fact that there was a large and very ancient house 
at Pilton, at a very remote date, which for many years before 
the Reformation, belonged to the Abbots of Glastonbury. 

I have very little doubt that a chapel stood in this hamlet before 
the Conquest, and I believe the origin of the name " Polsham " 
may be traced to the dedication of this old chapel. In the charter 
of Edward the Confessor, confirming the possessions of the church 
of Wells, about a.d. 1063, the name *' Paulesham " occurs, and 
it is certain that the chapel there was dedicated to St. Paul, from 
which is, without much doubt, derived St. Paul's, or Paul's- 
ham, the meaning of the termination *^ Ham " being a place of 
habitation, or a small hamlet or village. It is true that I have 
not been able to find any direct notice of a chapel there prior to 
the Confessor's Charter, but Dr. Whitaker states that many 
chapels existed during the Saxon times, which, after the division 
of parishes, and the erection of parochial churches, fell into disuse. 

At the Reformation, this chapel was suppressed, and soon 
fell into ruins. All traces have, I believe, disappeared. In the 
Royal Commissioners' Survey of chapels, chantries, &c., made 1, 
Edw. VI., the following return respecting this chapel is found : 

" The chapel of Saincte Paule of Polsham is yerely worthe in the rente of the saide 
chapel Vth one acre of lande belonginge'to the sameT-xxd. 

It thus appears that the chapel had little or no endowment, 
nor any priest specially attached to it. 

Near the junction of the road from Polsham to Castle, was a 
small parcel of land called Chapel-Croft, probably the site of the 
chapel of St. Paul. 

SOUTHWAY CHAPEL. 

The old chapel that heretofore stood at Southway has, like its 
neighbour at Polsham, entirely disappeared. Very little is 
known about it beyond the survey of the Commissioners of 
Edward VI., already referred to. It was dedicated to S. Thomas 
a' Becket, but it seems to have been almost without endowment, 
as well as without a priest specially assigned to do duty in it. Had 
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there been such a priest when the survey was made, his name and 

age would have been set forth. The survey gives the following 

account of the chapel : — 

" The Chapell of Sonthway, late of Thomas Bekyt, Vthin the sayde paryshe, is 
yerely worthe in the rent of the said chapell with ij acres of arable land to the 
same ohapeU belonginge — ^zijd. 

SOUTHOVER CHAPEL. 

The information I have found with respect to the old chapel 
formerly standing in Southover, is very little. Lelandy (ob. 
1552), who wrote an account of his personal observations on 
many of the principal places in England, gives the following 
account of Wells, in which he refers to a chapel as having 
been before then in Southover ; — ^^ The toune of Welles is 
sette yn the roptes of Mendepe HiJle, in a stony soil, ful of 
springei? ; wherof it hath the name. The chefest spring is cauUid 
Andres Welles, and risith in a medow plot not far above the est 
end of the cathedrale chirch, first renning flat west and entering 
into Coscumb water, somewhat by south. The toune of Welles 
is large ; I esteme it to lak litle of 2 miles in cumface, al for the 
most part buildid of stone. The streates have streamelettes of 
springes almost yn every one renning, and occupiyth making of 
cloth. The chifest of the town lyeth by est and west, and sum 
parte cast out with a streat by south, in the out part wherof was 
a chapelle, as sum say, of Thomas Beket." 

The survey of King Edward's Commissioners, already quoted 
gives the following very brief account of this chapel :— 

*' The chapell of Saincte Andrie is yerely wo'the in the rent of the same chapell 
scitnate in Sonthov' in Welles aforesaide, — ^xijd. 

It will be observed that in this survey the dedication of this 
chapel is said to be to St. Andrew, but Leland speaks of it as 
being dedicated to Thomas a' Becket, which was probably a 
mistake. The chapel now belonging to the Wesleyan Methodists 
is, I believe, built on the site of the ancient chapel of St. Andrew, 
alluded to by Leland, and noticed in Edward's survey. The 
old chapel was, for many years, used by members of the Presby- 
terian denomination. 

There was a small cemetery attached to this chapel, and many 
remains of those who were laid there have been from time to time 
disturbed. 

t2 
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f , CHILCOTE CHAPEL. 

I There was formerly a chapel at Chilcote^ to which a chap- 

lain was attached, but it is not noticed in the survey of Edward 
VI., which gives an account of the Chapels, &c. in Wells. At 
the dissolution, service in the chapel ceased, but was revived, 3 
PhiKp and Mary, (1555). After the death of Queen Mary, 
according to Phelps, the chapel with certain lands appurtenant 
to it, were granted by the King, and ultimately came into the 
possession of Thomas Westley, Esq., of Shepton Mallet, whose 
daughter married the Rev. Edmund Lovell, LL.D. (Vicar of 
St. Cuthbert's 1796-1798), from whom it descended to the late 
Joseph Lovell-Lovell, Esq., and it now belongs to Edwin LoveU, 
Esq. 

There are portions of the original chapel still to be seen. 
These have been converted into farm buildings, and are occupied 
by the tenant of the adjoining farmhouse. 
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AS PLACES OP BURIAL. 



|H0 can visit an old church, or churchyard, without 

I noticing the many memorials, — some magnificent and 

costly — so me humble and Inexpensive — of those whose 
names and memory, but for those frail records, would be wholly 
forgotten ; or who Is there that can look on this " field of death " 
without feeling emotions of melancholy^ knowing that under the 
soil reposes the dust of thousands who, before being laid In the 
*' narrow tomb,** lived here in the full vigour and pride of youth, 
health, and strength, until stricken down by disease, accident, or 
old age ? ** Here lie on one cold couch those who have loved 
and those who have hated each other ; friends and foes ; relatives 
and strangers; the rich and the poor; the oppressor and the 
oppressed f the educated and the Illiterate; the saint and the 
reprobate.*' Here 

" Side by side, 
The poor man and tlie son of pride, 
Lie calm and still!" 

Church-yards are of very ancient origin, and some writers 
trace the custom of using them as places for the Interment of the 
dead, to Cuthbert, Archbishop of Canterbury, about a,d. 750. 
There have been additions to the church-yard of St. Cuthbert, 
on more than one occasion. A small portion was added many 
years ago at the south-west comer, and a still larger portion was 
added In the early part of the year 1807, at the western end, 
adjoining the present Blue School premises. The church-yard 
was finally closed, and the new cemetery was first used for burials. 
In October, 1855. 
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There were numerous ''head stones," and a few " monuments " 
in the church-yard. The whole of the former were laid flat on 
the surface of the ground about fifteen or sixteen years ago, and 
the larger number of them have already become decayed, and 
many have disappeared. A few of the "monuments'* still 
remain. These changes were, and still are, disapproved by 
many persons. Within the church many of the gravestones 
have been removed from their original positions, especially those 
formerly in the chancel, so that in the course of a very short 
period the burial places of those over whose remains the stones 
-were placed, will be wholly forgotten. The references in the 
following brief notices are mostly to the original position of the 
grave-stones. 

Any attempt to give a perfect account of the grave-memorials 
heretofore in the church-yard, would be altogether hopeless. 
The following notices of those which remain within the church, 
will serve partially to preserve some remembrance ofthem : — 

William Andrews 

Elizabeth, 2nd dan. of Geo. Andrews 1689 

George Andrews ... 1695 

" Here resteth in asnred hope of a joyfnl resnrrection, Philip Mahat, Master of 
Arts, and Bridget Mahat, his wife, a daughter of Andrew Bowerman, the elder, of 
Wells, Gent., deceased ; which Philip departed this life the 23rd of Febroary, 1634 ; 
and the said Bridget died the 12th day of Jnly, 1622." 

"Here lyeth the body of William Bowerman, and sonne of Andrew Bowerman, 
Gent., who deceased the 13th day of April, 1644." 

(The above are from a stone f onnd nnder old pews in the north transept, in 
1856. Andrew Bowerman was probably a son of William Bowerman, Recorder of 
Wells, 1572—1590). 

DATE OP DEATH. 

Jane, dan. of Edward Biss, Esq., of Wells — 4 Mar., 1676. 
Frances,,, „ „ — 17>Nov.l681. 

Ann, „ ,, „ — 14 Mar., 1682. 

(The 3 preceding, from Chancel). 



Alexander Baron, with Mary Baron, his Mother, age. 

Son and wife of Charles Baron, of Wells, Gent. — May 22, 1719 — 66 

Charles Baron, Gent., (Mayor of Wells 8 times) — Oct. 13, 1729 

Charles Baron, Gent., son of the above C. B. — Dec. 1, 1750 — 71 

Betsy, wife of James Baron — Sep. 16, 1766 — 37 

Matthew Baron, (by Joan his wife) — Jnne22, 1740 

Jane, Widow of Matt. B — Sep. 24, 1763 -— 71 

(The preceding 6 from centre walk of nave). 

The following is from a small monument in south aisle ;-^ 

"Neere nnto ys PiUer lyeth ye boddy of Cisely Bower, dan. and co-heire of John 
Dorriiigton, of CoUingbonme, in Wiltshire, gentleman : A loving wife 3 years toe 
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William Bower, of ys citty, gent., by whom sliee had many childreii, which shee 
trayned npp in ye f eare of God. Shee was devoted to prayer, and exprest good 
use therof . Shee was many times dead in the sight of the people, but ye Lord had 
mercy on her that shee lived many yeares after, and did many good workes, in 
helping ye poore, sick, and lame, wherein ye Lord blessed her haiid. Shee remem- 
bered ye poore, aged women at her death. Shee dyed on Whitsonday, 1639, and 
was buried in the grave of her sister, Anne ye wife of Adrian Bower, Gent., who 
dyed the first of January, 1624." 

The burial place of the old "Wells family of Coward is in the 
south transept, and in the adjoining chapel, often called " Coward's 
Chapel." This had been previously the resting place of another 
old Wells family, the Leighs, connected with the Cowards ; John 
Coward (living, 1589), having married Catherine, dau. of Thomas 
Leigh. There are two altar-tombs against the south wall of the 
transept, bearing the following memorials : — 

*' Here resteth the body of Thomas Leigh, gent., who dece'd the 13th day of 
November, A'o D*i 1551." 

"Here lilkewise resteth the body of Alice, the wife of Thomas Leigh, gent., 
• • • June, 27, 1606." 

No arms appear on these tombs, but they were, ar. on a chev. 
gu. three martlets ; on a chief of the second, a culverin dis- 
mounted. Crest, a demihound sa. holding a stag's head ar. 
attired. 

" Here lyeth the body of Mrs. Catherine Coward, widow, who was bmied March 
the 21st, 1670." 

" • • • the body of John Whitin, gentilm • ^' • • (obliterated). 

" Here lyeth the body of Greorge Coward, gent., who died, August the 24, Anno 
Dom. 1677." 

(The preceding 3 are from stones in the floor). 

" Disce, viator, quanti viri cineres hio inscius premas. BeUquise sunt olarissimi 
viri Gulielmi Coward, armigeri : quern fmstra jam revocat patria consultissimum 
juris Eirenarcham ; quem desiderat Hospitium Lincolniense sendentem ad legem, 
cum primis venerandum ; quem repetit Cuiia Farliamentaria toties Civium Wellen. 
sium sufEragiis cooptatum Burgensem, et sibi jamdudum notum, ^cclesise Angli- 
can89 vindicem inexpugnabilem ;. quem et civitas Wellensis segrius tulit abreptum, 
municipem optimum, nunquam commissura ut defuncti Becordatoris sui memoria 
interoidat, Obiit Apr. 8, An*o D'ni 1705, -ffltatis suae 71." 

«Marmor hoo statuendum curavit Gulielmi' Alius, parentis desideratissimi 
memoriee sacrom." 

Aims : Or, 2 bars sa. charged with 3 roses gu. (Coward) ; impaled with sa., 3 
battle axes ar., handled, or (HaU) ; and paly of six, or, and az., over all a 
bend gu." 

Near the above was another large mural monument, inscribed 
with a Latin epitaph, to the memory of Bridget, wife of the 
said William Coward, and only daughter of Thomas Hall, of 
Bradford^ Wilts, K.B. by Catherine, dau. of Sir Edw. Seymour, 
of Berry Pomeroy, Devon. She died 22 Mar. 1682, aged 43. 

Arms : Coward impaling Hall. 

Under the chancel arch, (north; was, until recently, a tomb* 
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with canopy supported by fluted Ionic columns. Beneath the 
canopy, on a stone slab^ was the life-size recumbent statue of a 
man^ in armour^ girt with sword, and wearing a ruff of Eliza- 
bethan character. On this monument was a small tablet 
inscribed " Clara Chara Clercko, A'o D'ni 1547.'* Above this 
was a shield charged quarterly, 1 and 4, two bars, in chief three 
eschallops ; 2 and 3, three arrows in pale. This monument was 
removed a few years ago. Some fragments of it may still be seen 
in the church, and the inscribed tablet and shield are inserted in 
the east wall of the north aisle of the chancel. The original posi- 
tion of the monument indicated wealth, and high social influence 
in Wells, and he to whose memory it was erected was probably a 
benefactor to the city and church. The deceased was, I believe, 
Henry Clerk, or Gierke, whose name often occurs in the municipal 
records in the time of Queen Elizabeth. In Wookey church 
is a costly tomb to perpetuate the memory of another of the 
same family, Thomas Clarke, Esq., who was elected M.P. for 
Wells in 1547, and continued as one of its representatives upwards 
of six years. He died in 1555. 

Frances, wife of Richard Cnpper, dan. of Fr. 

SadHer, of Everley, Wilts — 6 Apl., 1676. 

Bichard Onpper, of Wells, Apothecary ... — 9 Apl., 1707. 

Elizabeth, wife of GnidoClynton — 22 Sep., 1664. 

Gnido Cljnton, Not. Pnb. and Begistrar of 

the Diocese — 7 Jnne, 1678. 

(The 2 preceding in middle walk of chancel). 



William, Son of James and Ann Coles... 


... — 9 Sep., 1804. 




John „ „ 


— 17 April, 1812. 




Margaret Miles, wife of Henry Coles ... 


... — 24 April, 1843, - 


- 28 


Anna Coles 


... — 6 Ang., 1852, - 


- 74 


Ann, Widow of James Coles 






Ann, dan. „ 






Margaret Bartlett 


... — Nov. 24, 18— - 


- 74 


Ann Coles 


... — Ang. 1, 1794 - 


- 19 


Elizabeth Coles 


... — Sept. 30, 1801 - 


- 35 



John Collins, of London, Goldsmith & Citizen — Dec. 8, 1734 — 38 

Charles Taylor — Deo. 11, 1759 — 59 

Is^beUa, wife of Charles Taylor — April 24, 1758 — 49 

Alice, dan. of Charles and Isabella Taylor ... — Sept, 19, 1807 

Sarah Slade, another dan — Mar. 29, 1813 

(The 5 preceding from west end of Nave). 

In the south transept was a large mural monument, only part 
of which remains, inscribed with a Latin epitaph to the memory of 
Richard Comes, of Wells, Gent., and Elizabeth, (of the ancient 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE CHURCH AND CHUBCHYARD, 145 

family of Godwyn), his wife. She died 10 July, 1692, aged 54. 
He died 22 July, 1697, aged 78. 

Arms: Three lions passant^ impaling a chev.. betw. three 
blackmoors' heads. 



Elizabeth, wife of Matt. Baron, dan. of 

Eichard Comes — 29 Sep., 1699.' 

WiUiam Cross, of Yeovil, and late of Bath... — 26 Nov., 1798, — 641 

Manrice Davies • — 17 May, 1838, — 70 

Jane, his wife, — 28 Ang., 1838, — 67 

Also of their children, 

Henry Davies — 26 Sep., 1806, — 9 

Mary „ — 29 Jan., 1807, — 6 

Henrietta „ — 27 Mar., 1811, — 12 

John „ — 8 Oct., 1822, — 27 

Frances „ — 5 Jnly, 1830, — 26 

(The foregoing eight from a marble tablet on a pillar in the south Transept). 

A mural (marble) monument at south east end of south aisle 
of Chancel : — 

" Sacred to the memory of Francis Drake, Esqnire, a Magistrate of the County 
of Somerset, and many years Recorder of this City. He was Minister of his; 
Majesty George the Third, at Munich, and other foreign courts. In the adminis. 
tration of Justice he was distinguished by strict integrity of conduct, and unde- 
viating firmness of purpose ; as a diplomatist, by a thorough knowledge of the 
interests, and zeal for the welfare of his country. His high talents and unifonu. 
practice of the moral and social duties of life, secured him the esteem and regard 
of a large circle of friends. He married, Feb. 19th, 1795, Eliza Anne, daughter of 
Sir Herbert Mackworth, Bart., of Gnoll Castle, Glamorganshire. Died Jon. 10th, 
1821, and is buried in a vault beneath." 

On another mural tablet, 

" Here lieth the body of Eliza Mackworth, widow of Sir Herbert Mackworth,. 
Bart., of Gnoll Castle, in the county of Glamorgan. She was daughter of Robert 
Trefusis, Esq., of Trefusis, in the county of Cornwall. She was bom on the 24th 
of January, 1788, and died Dec. 19th, 1799, leaving a son, Digby, the present 
Baronet, and one daughter, Eliza Anne, married to Francis Drake, Esq., of this 
City." 

On a mural (marble) tablet on west wall of Trinity Chapel : — 

" Sacred to the memory of Andrew Foster-Melliar, Esquire, of this parish. He 
was bom 19th September, 1810, died lOth March, 1841, and is buried in a vault 
near this spot." 

" Resting on the alone merits and atoning blood of his Redeemer, he fell asleep. 
Thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

" Hie jacet corpus Johan'is Godwyn, gen., qui ob. xxvi die Aprilis, Anno Dom., 
1610." 

Ph • • • Josephi Godwyn de Wookey, gen*, fil. et Joseph Shallot, A.M., 
cujus Ecclesiss Vicar. • • • ob ' ' * die Decemb., a.d. 1696. 
[The above from east end of south aisle of ohancel]. 

Phoobe, dau. of John Ghetwind, buried, 11th Sep., 1661. 
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Barbara, the daughter of Eobert and Flora Gntch his wife, lyeth here interred, 
who dyed October the 20th, 1676. 

And also the body of Charles Gutch, theire sonne, who dyed Jan. 28, 1679. 

Also Robert theire sonne, who died August 19th, 1680. 

[The foregoing are from partially obliterated inscribed stones formerly in the 
Bonth transept, the burial place of the old and respectable Wells family of Gutch. 
The name occurs in the city records early in the 17th century.] 



Nathaniel Gooch, Gent., of Wells — 19 Mar., 1660. 



William Goldfinch, of Wells, Gent., — 3 Dec., 1757, — 78 

Mary, wife of Wm. Groldfinch, dau. of Jno. 

Merton, Gent — 13 June, 1715, — 32 

William Goldfinch, their eldest son, buried — 11 Feb., 1738, — 37 
Joseph their 2nd son, died at Yizapatam, 

India — 3 Aug., 1729, — 26 

Mary, their eldest dau., buried — 24 Jan., 1705, — 7mo. 

John their (first) son, buried — 7 Mar., 1706, — 9mo. 

James their son, buried — 28 June, 1710, — 23wks. 

Charles their son „ — 26 April, 1711, — 2mo. 

And a still-bom child — 1775, 

Elizabeth, 2nd wife of William Goldfinch, 

Gent., dau. of Mr. John West —30 Jan., 1763, — 72 

Bridget, dau. of Wm. and Elizabeth Goldfinch — 3 Nov., 1717, — Imo. 

George their (first) son, buried — 20 Oct., 1720, — Imo, 

Martha their dau. „ — 2 July, 1723, — 3wks. 

John Goldfinch, Esq., of East Harptree ... —27 Jan., 1814, — 77 
Mary Goldfinch, dau. of John Goldfinch, Gent., 

grand niece of Jos. Norton, Mercer, great 

grand daughter of Jos. Norton, Gent. ... — 20 Oct., 1754, — 21 

John Gallop, of Axbridge, gent — Mar. 11, 1796, — 55 

Mary, wife of said Jno. GaUop — Nov. 29, 1814, — 80 

John Gallop, son of John and Mary Gallop — Aug. 28, 1843, — 71 

(The Goldfinch, Norton, and Gallop families are buried under flat stones ab 

west end of nave). 

Flat stone. Middle of nave. 

Ann Giles, wife of Rich'd Giles —May 3, 1761, — 56 



John Garrod — 15 May, 1828, — 58 

Elizabeth Garrod — 28 Feb., 1829, — 57 

Mary Hole — 25 Sep., 1852, — 72 

EliasHole — 21 Mar., 1797, — 62 

Elias, son of Elias and Elizabeth Hole ... — 23 June, 1802, — 28 

Elizabeth, wife of E lias Hole — 14 Deo., 1814, — 74 

[The 6 preceding from*fiat stones in North Aisle of Nave, the burial place of 

these families]. 



John Haule, of Barter's Hill — March, 1597. 

John Hall — 12 Feb., 1637. 

Dorothy, wife of Andrew Hall 

Susanna, dau. of Andrew Hall — 28 Jan., 1688. 

Helen, wife of Thomas Boultingj dau. of 

George Hall — 22 Mar., 1751, — 56 

[From old stones formerly in the north aisle of Chancel]. 



" Here lyeth the body of Adrian Hickes, 3rd son of Richard Hickes, of this city, 
gent., who dejflaxted this life the 19th of June, Anno Dom., 167. . . 89t. . . ** 
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Here resteth the body of Mrs. Anne Hickes, widow and wife of Mr. Bichard 
Hickes, of this city, gent., who departed this life the 6bh day of Feb*y, 1682.'* 

[The two preceding from a flat stone ntear the centre of the middle walk of nave. 
Adrian Hickes was one of the founders of the Wells Blue Ooab School], 

James Hurman, of Wells, Merchant — 24 Sep., 1644, — 64 

Mary, dan. of John Hnrman, aVs Long ... — 16 Sep., 1761. 

John Dorset Long — 1767, — 62 

Alice, relict of John Long • — 16 Jan., 1762, — 67 

Jane, wife of Tho. Fuller, and dau. of 

John and Alice Long -— 24 Feb., 1796, — 64 

Elizabeth, wife of James Cannings, sister of 

Jane Fuller —* 28 Aug., 1800, — 60 

[The 7 preceding from flat stones near Chancel door]. 

From a metal plate, on which are shields impaling the arms of 
the Poulet family :— 

"MemoriaB Sacrum." 
" K'eare vnto this Filler lyeth interred the body of Frauncis Hayes, late of this 
oittie, gent., whoes trvlie vertvovs life and piovs death gave abundant cavse both of 
love and sorrow to his remaininge frends. He departed, in assvred hope of a joyf vl 
resvrrection, the 4 day of September, A'o D'ni, 1623, of his age 34.'* 

At the west end of north aisle of nave is a large mural monu- 
ment with a long latin inscription to the memory of ^^ Richardus 
Healy, Grulielmi Healy, S.T.P. filius ; Eichardi Healy nepos; 
Obiit Jan. mdcoxliv, JEtat, xxi." 

Arms: Quarterly, 1 and 4, Sa-jOn a chev. engrailed Or, bet. 
three lions, ramp. Or, as many crosses pat^e Gu. (Healy) : 2 and 
3, Vert, on a chief sa. three martlets Or. 

Elizabeth Hodges — 7 May, 1775, — 33 

Matthew Hodges -— April, 1760, — 50 

[The two preceding from a flat stone, west end of nave], 

Elizabeth Hoare, wife of John Hoare — 6 Sep., 1801, — 40 

Henry Hoare, their son — 3 Mar., 1810, — 19- 

John Hoare — 20 Sep,, 1813, -— 60 

On a mural tablet, in the chapel of the Holy Trinity : — 

" Sacred to the memory of John Holloway, Esquire, Admiral of the Red, who 
was bom in Wells, Jan. 25, 1743, and died in his birth place, June 25th, 1826. In 
him was concentrated a rare combination of estimable qualities ; the ingenuousness 
of the seaman ; the sincerity of a genuine friend ; and the integrity and honourable 
feeling which characterize the gentleman ; while the calmness and sincerity of his 
mind, amid the sensible decay of his vital powers, strongly bespoke the christian's 
expectation of a better and happier world. To testify her regret at the loss of one 
so worthy her esteem and regard, this tablet has been erected by his afflicted 
widow." 

Arms : Party per pale, Gu. and Sa., a fes?»e Or, bet. three 
crescents Ar. ; in base a key and anchor in saltier Or : impaled 
with Ar., three bulls' heads caboosed Sa., horned Or (Walrond). 
Motto, Steady. Crest, two swords in saltire through a naval 
crown. 

u2 
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James Hooke — 23 Feb., 1817, — 75 

Jane, liis sister — 16 Feb., 1827, — 81 

Anne, another sister — 26 May, 1828, — 79 

[The 3 preceding from a flat stone near the " Exchequer."] 



** Underneath are the remains of Mr. John Irish, late of this city, who died 
December 17, 1701, at 50 years of age, leaving Mrs. Elizabeth liis beloved wife, so 
discrete and tender a mother that she continued his widow near 32 years till she 
dyed, Nov. 28th, 1733, after a Ufe of 74 years, towards the end of which she had 
the sore aflOdotion of loosing Mrs. Grizell, her daughter, who was very agreeable in 
person, and much more so in her behaviour ; esteemed in her life and universally 
lamented in her death, which befel her April 28th, 1725, at 37 years of age." 

" Here also resteth the body of Mrs. Elizabeth Irish, daughter of the above John 
and Elizabeth, who died, Nov. 24th, 1744, aged 51." 

" Elizabeth, another of her daughters, buried in the north part of this church- 
yard, who died an infant." 

[The above ("Irish") memorials, were in north aisle nearly opposite the 
Chancel Arch]. 



On a mural tablet in the north aisle of Chancel> near North 
Transept : — 

^* H. S. E. Bobertus Kingston A.M. hujusce ecclesisB Vicarijs per vicenos fere 
annos. Adjutor ecclesioe parochialis de Wokey non ita pridem ipse f actus 
Vicarius. Pastor erat et fidelis et bonus ; amicus certus, vir integer, uxori, liberis, 
famulis, familaribus, pauperibus, denique et bonis omnibus charus vixit, deflendus 
obiit iv. Aug. a.d. 17^, annum agens xliii. Fatri accumbit Elizabetha fillola, quae 
trimestris eheu demessa est xxx Decembris a.d., 1743." 

Arms : Sa. a cross Or betw. four leopards' faces Ar. of the last. 



On the floor a stone inscribed : — 

" To the memory of Robert Kingston, Esq., son of the Eev. Robert Kingston and 
Mary his wife, a native of this city; a Major General in the army, a brave 
soldier, and an honest man. He died Jan. 24th, 1813, in the 23rd year of his age. 
Also his sister, Barbara Kingston, who died Dec. 24th, 1819, aged 75." 

Arms : Sa. a cross Or betw. four leopards' faces Ar. of the last; 
impaling Erm., on a bend Sa. three Plates. 

Margaret Kingston, dau. of R. C — 7 Nov., 1805, — 67 

Thomas Kitson -— 6 Oct., 1615. 

Thomas Kitson — 22 Dec, 167— 



On a small brass plate in a frame, in South Transept : — 

" Here resteth in assured hope to rise in Christ, the bodye of Henry Killinghosen, 
borne at Hamburge, in Germanye, who came to see this country, and leame the 
language, and died here in the f eare of God, the 11th of August, Anno Yerbi incamati, 
1615, et -ffltatissvcB 19" 



Flat stone. North Transept : — 

" Here lyeth the body of Ann, the daughter of Edmund Lovell, and Sara, his 
wife, who died January 16th, 1661." 

Here also lyeth the body of Thomas^ son of Edmund Lovell, and Sara, his wife, 
who dyed the 2lBt of July, 1662." 
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These Babes of Bethlem 

Here made little stay, 
Leaving the breast 

To goe the Milkye way ; 
To change their oradles 

For eternal day, 
Hath made them gayners. 

• • ' BachePs cry. 



Sarah, wife of Robert Loveless — 24 May, 1774. 

Sarah Loveless , — 15 Mar., 1800, — 56 

Susanna Loveless — 18 Jan., 1834, — 66 

William Loveless — 3 Mar., 1838, — 68 

[The 4 preceding from middle walk of nave]. 



A large monument, formerly in the north aisle of chancel, but 
now removed into the tower. Under an entablature supported by 
two solid columns, in which is represented the figure of a man 
kneeling in the attitude of prayer is this memorial : — 

" Here resteth the body of Henry Lnellin, gent., who deceased the 26th daie of 
Jnlie, anno D'ni 1614." 

Arms : Or. a lion ramp. Sa., crowned of the First ; Crest, a 
chough Sa. 

[This is the Founder of ** Llewellyn's " or the Widows' Alms- 
house. This monument was removed to the tower to make room 
for the new organ. It is to be regretted that the wishes and 
memory of so great a benefactor to the city should not have been 
more respected. The directions given by the testator in his will 
(dated 22nd July, 1604), are thus expressed: — "Item, my request 
is to the Parish of Wells that I may be buried in the North Aisle, 
above my seat, right against the middle window of the said aisle, 
and my will is that my executor shall bestow one hundred marks 
for a tomb for me in the said place."] 



George Lax, Esq., of WeUs — 15 Jan., 1812, — 72 

[A mnral tablet near South Transept]. 

Thomas Lax, of W. Horrington — 1 Nov., 1816, — 81 

Sarah, his wife — 25 Jan., 1801, — 69 

Sarah, their dan — 30 May, 1844, — 79 

[The 3 preceding from a mnral tablet on south side of Chancel Arch]. 



" Here lieth the body of Elizabeth Mattooke, wife of Arthur Mattocke, gent., 
daughter and heir of Charles Curtis, of East Hairptrey, gent. She died the 26th of 
March, 1708, in ye 22 year of her age." 

" Here lies also the body of Thomas Roberts, of this city, gent., who died the 
15th day of April, 1668, aged 36." 

Arms : a chev, betw. three fleur de lis, impaling three bulls' 
heads* 
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" At the foot of this stone lies also the body of ye above named Arthur MattockB) 
gent., who dyed March ye 12th, 1713, ^tatis snse, 39." 

** George Mattooke, gent., dyed ye 5 October, 1736, aged 53.'* 
[From flat stones in middle chancel walk]. 

On a mural tablet at east end of south aisle of the Chancel : — 

" In memory of William Melliar, Esqnire, of this parish, whose mortal remains 
are deposited in a vanlt beneath. He was bom 14th Feb., 1757, and died 7th 
Angnst, 1840." 

" Also in memory of Frances, his wife, daughter of Robert Tudway, Esquire, who 
died 11th March, 1795, and of Frances Mary, their only child, who died 4th Dec., 
1806, aged 11 years.** 

Ezekiel Nash, son of BzekielN., of Wells ... — 18 Dec, 1680, — 29 

John Nash, of Wells, gent — 28 Dec, 1803, — 79 

Susanna, his wife — 17 May, 1812, — 76 

[From flat stone in the Chancel]. 

Joseph Norton, of WeUs, gent —18 Feb., 1721-2 

Prisoilla, his wife -^ 23 Oct., 1726, — 70 

Mary, wife of Wm. Norton — 1 Nov., 1745, 

[The 3 preceding from stones, west end of nave]. 

Oabriel Odingsells, gent — 8 July, 1713, — 63 

[From a stone formerly outside communion rails]. 

, . . Parsons, M.D., of Hill Bishops ... — 1679. 

Majy Pearce, wife of Peter Pearce —- 11 Sep., 1689. 

James Paine, B.D — 18 Feb., 1740, — 42 

[The preceding 3 from flat stone, in north aisle of Chancel]. 

Thomas Parfitt 

Elizabeth, his wife 

Peter, their son 

Mary, their daughter , 

Charles Pomeroy 

Jane, his wife 



- 17 , - 


61 


- 17 , - 


63 




82 


— 1710, — 


9 mo* 


— 28 Dec, 1766, — 


56 


— 31 Oct., 1770, — 


69 



Joseph Parsons — 23 Sep., 1851, — 54 

Isabella, his wife — 22 Dec, 1843, — 41 

[The two preceding from a mural tablet on chancel arch]. 

" Here lies ye body of Thomas Robertson, of this oitty, gent,, who dyed ye 16 
day of April, 1688, aged 36." 

Over south door, on a mural monument : — 

" In memory of William Salmon, of this city, who died Nov. 22nd, 1761, aged 
SI years j and of Elizabeth his wife, who died Aug. 6th, 1765, aged 80 years. 

" Also Elizabeth, wife of Thomas Salmon, of Bristol, who died Feb. 19th, 1791, 
aged 50. Likewise three of their children. 

" Also of the said Thomas Salmon, who died Judo 16th, 1798, aged 67 years. 

''Also of William, brother of the above named Thomas Sahnon, who died 
Sept. 15th, 1798, aged 74 years. 

" Also of Elizabeth, daughter of the above named William and Elizabeth Sahnoui 
who died August 8th, 1807, aged 85." 

In the floor near south door : — 

" Elizabeth Salmon died on the 5 of May, 1807, aged 47 years," 
« Mary Salmon died June 26th, 1836, aged 61 years." 
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Marble tablet in south transept : — 

" Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord. 
" Saored to the memory of Elizabeth Salmon, of this city, who departed this life 
the 3rd of August, 1807, aged 85." 
This monument was erected by the daughters of the late Robert Salmon, as a 

tribute of regard for their affectionate Annt. 

At the west end of south aisle^ on a mural monument :— • 

" Sacred to the memory of William Salmon, gent., son of Henry Salmon, of 
Wrington, Gentleman, who rests near this place. Out of pious regard to his affec 
tionate brother, Samnel Salmon erected tliis monument, a.d. mdcclxiii." 

Arms : Three Salmons haurient, impaling another coat. 

[The family of Salmon long resided in Wells. The name of William Salmon 
occurs 3 Henry YII. Thomas Salmon was Mayor in 1647, 1656, and William 
Salmon was Mayor in 1675, 1683, 1694, 1700, 1715, 1723, and 1729]. 



From a brass plate (detached from its old position) : — 
Here lieth Rebecca, the wife of William Sever, of this City (Mercer), who died 
the 11th Dec, 1727, aged 23. 

Martha, wife of Richard Slade, Esq., 3rd dan. 

of Jos. Pearoe, of Wells, gent — 14 Jan., 1759, — 51 

Richard Slade, of Wells, Gent — 16 Feb., 1780, — 75 

Edward Slade -— 6 Sep., 1724, — 56 

[The 3 preceding from north aisle of chancel]. 

Samnel William SeiTell (within Altar rails) — 21 Nov., 1815, — 3 

Joseph Shallett, M. A., Vicar of St. Cnthbert's 

(from east end of Bonth chancel aisle) ... — 14 Jan., 1708, — 56 

Honor Spicer — 20 Aug., 1810, — 72 

Ven*ble Charles Thirlby, Archdeacon of Wells, 

and Vicar of St. Cnthbert's, WeUs — 6 Nov, 1683, — 59 

Elizabeth, his widow — 2 April, 1700, — 

Sarah Thirlby — 22 Feb., 1732. — 73 

[The three preceding from a flat stone in sonth aisle, near sonth door]. 

" To the Memory of Charles Tudway, Esq., second son of Mr. Charles Tudway, by 
his wife Mary, daughter of Mr. Thomas Cook, of Hay. He served this city four 
times as Mayor, and in the last Parliament of George II. was one of its represen. 
tatives. He died the 4th of September, 1770, aged 56, and was buried in this 
church. By his wife, Hannah, eldest daughter of Mr. William Moore, he had four 
SODS and four daughters, of whom Sarah and Ann died young. Hannah, relict of 
the above Charles Tudway, died in October, 17^3, aged 70 years, and was buried in 
the same place with her husband." 

" To the memory of Clement Tudway, Esq., eldest son of Charles Tudway, Esq., 
of this place, and Hannah his wife, who was born October. 8tb, 1784, and died July 
7th, 1815. He married Elizabeth, youngest daughter of Sir Rowland Hill, Bart., 
of Hawkstone, Shropshire, by whom he had no issue. He served the office of 
Mayor of this city ten times, and had the honour to be one of the representatives 
in Parliament from the year 1760, to the time of his death." 

[The foregoing from mural tablets at east end of south aisle of Chancel]. 

Joseph Teek, of Duloot — 1 Sep., 1821, — 66 

Sarah, his wife — 28 July, 1846, — - 90 

[From a flat stone in the North Aisle]. 
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A stone^ formerly in the chancel, is thus inscribed : — 
" Here reateth the body of Valentine Tryme, of this city, gent., . 
day of Octob., in the year 1660. 

'* Wome ont with bnsinesse and disease, here's 
One layd down ta take some* ease ; 
That which in 's life hee scarce oonld have,. 
He might at length finde in the g^aye. 
Faithfully diligent in 's tmst, 
Lesse to himselfe then others jnst, 
A faithful frind, a husband dieere, 
A careful father lyeth here ; 
If any or aJl these move thee,. 
Frind give a tear to 's memorie. 
'' Here lyeth the body of Margaret Tryme, Widdow, the wife and relict of tho' 
aboTe mencdnedYallentine Tryme, who departed this lyfe the 7th day o£ December^ 
aged 51. ' 
Mary Templeman — 29 Sep., 1768, — 28 

Mary Tnson, wife of Edward Tnson — 3 Dec, 1816,. — 73 

Edward Tnson, Esq., son of Gteo. and Ann Tuson — 9 May, 1825, — 68 

Ann Tnson, wife of George Tnson, Gent. ... — 17 June, 1782, — 54 

Geo. Tnson, of the Liberty of St. Andrew, Gent. — 6 Aug., 1788> — 62 
James Tuson, Esq., (brother of the said Creo. 

Tnson), of Boxford, Suffolk — 9 Nov., 1804, — 73 

[The 5 preceding from marble tablets in the Chancel]. 

John Collins, Citizen and Gk)ldsmith, London — 8 Deo., 1734, — 38 

Chas. Taylor — 11 Dec, 1759, — 59 

Isabella, wife of Chas. Taylor — 24 Apnl, 1758, — 49 

Alice, their daughter ... — 9 Sep., 1807^ 

Sarah Slade, another daughter — 29 Mar., 1813, 

A mural tablet near east end of north aisle of chancel : — 

** To the memory of Sir Charles William Taylor, Bart., of Hollyoombe, Sussex^ 
Rector of this parish, and representative of this city in nine successive Parliaments,, 
during 34 years. Bom April 25th, 1770, died April 10th> 1857. This tablet vvas 
placed here by his affectionate son and heir." 

John Willcox — 15 Oct., 75 

Ruth, his wife — 5 Nov., 1729, — 67 

[The two foregoing from South Transept]. 

Ann, wife of William Walter — . . . 17 — 

Anne, dan, of Ann and Sam. Walter — 12 Dec, 170 — 

Samuel Walter — . . .1733, — 



Thomas Westley, Gent. (Chancel) — 16 Feb., 1707,. — 77 

Marble tablet on* chancel arch : — 

Rev. William Provis Wickham — 22 Mar., 1843, — 75 

Annabella, his widow — 16 Mar., 1850, — 86 

[The 2 preceding, from Chancel]. 

Mary Torke, widow — Sep., 1713, — 68 

James Yorke, Gent — Oct., 1744, — 67 

William, son of James Yorke — April, 1724, — 

Christopher Yorke, Apothecary — . . . 1750, — 

Mary Yorke — 7 Mar., 1773, — 71 
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The window in the eastern wall of the south aisle of the 
Chancel, was restored, and the stained glass inserted, in the year 
1865, by Miss Emma H. S. Tudway. The artist was Bell, of 
Bristol. The window is a memorial to several members of the 
Tudway family. In the lower part is an inscription " In memory 
of John Paine Tudway ; also of Frances Gould, his wife, and 
their three dauf^hters, Letitia, Augusta, and Henrietta." In the 
five lower lights are eleven medallions, and in the upper part of 
the centre, a figure of our Saviour giving an answer to the acts of 
mercy with which six of them are filled: — "Inasmuch as ye did 
it unto these, ye have done it unto Me." The other five are scenes 
from our Lord's life : — Presentation in the Temple ; Disputing 
with the Doctors; Before Pilate; Bearing His Cross; The 
Marys and the Angels in the Tomb. The panels are formed by 
foliage of a rich and varied character on grounds of ruby, blue, 
&c. In the tracery are figures of Religion, Faith, Hope, and 
Charity. An angel holds a scroll on which is inscribed, " We 
praise Thee, O God ;" the angels in the lower lights continue 
the sentence, — " We acknowledge Thee to be the Lord." A 
Lamb and Dove, with appropriate foliage, complete the work. 

The two smaller windows in the Chancel are also memorials of 
the same family, and were placed there by the late K. C. Tudway, 
Esq., M.P. for Wells, whose premature death occurred in 1855, 
deeply lamented by his family as well as by his friends and con- 
stituents. Both of these windows were painted by Mrs. Tudway, 
except the central light of that on the south side, which "was the 
work of Miss Henrietta Tudway. The centre light in the window 
on the north side of the chancel contains symbols of the Cruci- 
fixion, with the words on a sort of scroll, " This is My body 
which is given for you ; this do in remembrance of Me.** " This 
Cup is the New Testament in My blood which is shed for you." 
In the centre light of the window on the south side of the Chancel, 
" Suffer little children to come unto Me and forbid them not, for 
of such is the Kingdom of Heaven." At the bottom of this 
window is the following memorial, — ** In memory of William 
Henry Tudway. Died Dec. 7th, 1851, aged 2 y'rs and 10 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES. 

Sinoe writing my Notea on the early history of the Church of St. Cathbert, 
(p.p., 4r-8), my attention has been directed by F. H. Dickinson, Esq., to a record 
in the ** Dlx>kensford " Register, in the Diocesan Registry, as to the division of 
Prebends, in which reference is incidentally made to a Chnrch of St. Cathbert, of 
a date anterior to the time of Bishop Robert. This record mentions a gift of half 
a hide in Wotton, with a virgate of land there, which Bishop Gciso gare to the 
Church of St. Mary, and half a hide which Bishop Oodfrey ga.ve to the Chnrch of 
St. Cnthbert at its dedication. — " Dimidiam etiam hidam in Wotton cam Yirgata 
terrsB qoam jocondsB recordationis Giso episcopas capellee beatad Marisd necnon et 
dimidiam hidam qoam piad memoriad Godfridas episcopas ecclesisB Sancti Cath- 
berti contalisse noscitnr in saa dedicatione decimam qaoqae vini nostri memoratse 
eocIesisB Sancti Andreas conoedimos." It is possible that a Chnrch of small dimen. 
sions stood on the site of the present edifice, in the time of Bishop Godfrey, who 
sncceeded to the see A.D. 1122, and died A.D. 1135, and the dedication of the 
Ghnroh to St. Cathbert, indirectly gives this some confirmation. 

The Pulpit has not been mentioned ; and in connection with the Chnrch, it is 
of a most incongraons character. It is, however, a very good example of Jacobean 
work, carved in oak, and hexagonal in shape. There are now five panels perfect, 
in which are rndely represented Jacob wrestling with the Angel ; Sampson slaying 
the lion ; David meeting Groliah : Jonah being delivered from the whale ; and Daniel 
in the den of lions. Its position has been, within the last 20 years, changed several 
times, with the desire that the preacher shonld be heard by persons in different 
parts of the Chnrch as distinctly as possible. It formerly stood closer than now 
in the angle formed by the east and north walls of the old central tower, and 
access to it was obtained through an entrance oat in the same north wall. Over 
the hdad of this entrance are the words " Thy word is Truth." Since then it has 
been advanced a short distance forward into its present position. A good opportn* 
nity offers for some liberal and weU.disposed person, to supply a pulpit more in 
keeping with, and more worthy of the Church in which it stands. 

And as a last and final note> I earnestly entreat early atten- 
tion to a completion of the plan for the new seats in the church, 
and more especially to the state of the Fabric of the church, 
which, in many parts, is falling into a lamentable state of decay, 
and imperatively demands a careful survey and substantial repairs. 



\^r^^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 



(2) 
(2) 
(2) 

(2) 
(3) 



(5) 



Allen, Mr. J. D., Tisbury, Wilts. 

Andrews, A., Esq., Wells. 

Andrews, Mrs. S. „ 

Bath and Wells, Lord Bishop of „ 

Barnard, Miss, Liberty, „ 

BaU, Mr. H. W. „ 

Baker, Mr. James 

Beadon, Bey. Canon 

Bernard, Bey. Canon 

Beanchamp, Mr. J. 

Beanchamp, Miss E. M. 

Beresford, Eey. J., M.A., (Vicar) 

Berryman, Mr. W. 0. 

Brice, Mr. H., Furlong Villa 

Brown, Mr. 0. 

Brown, Ven. Archdeacon 

Burgess, E., Esq., 

Blakesley, Mrs. 

Blisset, Rey. Greo. 

Badcocke, B. G., Esq., Tannton. 

Bnlleid, J. G. L., Esq., Glastonbury. 

Bnmpstead, Rey. T. J., Binder. 

Bere, Corelli, Esq., 20, Thurloe place, 

Kensington. 
Brock, Mr. J., Glastonbury. 
Byrt, Mr. A. Shepton Mallet. 
Carvile, Mr. L. Wells 

Church, Rey. C. M. „ 

CoUins, Mr. J. R. „ 

Collins, Mr. E. A. „ 

Clintock, Miss E. M., Bindon, Wellington, 
Carey, Sir Stafford, Candie, Gnemsey. 
Clerk, E. H., Esq., Burford Honse, Pilton. 
Coleman, Rey. J., Chapel Allerton. 
Capam, Rey. W. B., Draycott. 
Cozens, Rey. E. H., Shepton Mallet. 
Clerk, Rey. D. M., Kingston Deyerill. 
Cnrtis, James, Esq., Yeoyil, 
Dore, Mr. W., Wells. 

Duke, Mr. B. T. „ 

Downing, Mr. F. „ 

Dupnis, Rev. T., Bnmham. 
Dickinson, F. H., Esq., Kingweston, (5). 
Byerett, J. G., Esq., Mayor of WeUs. 
Edwards, Mr. E. „ 

BUicott, Mr. L. „ (2). 

Blwes, Rey. E. L. „ 

Earle, Rev. J., Swainswick. 
Bllacombe, Rev. H. T., M.A., F.S.A., 

Clyst St. George. 
Fagan, Rev. G. H. U., (the late), Rodney 

Stoke. 
Fletcher, Mr. S. „ 

Foster, Rev. F. D. „ 

Foster, W. J. S., Esq., „ (4). 

Fry, Mr. Francis „ (2). 

French, J. G., Esq., „ 



(2) 
(2) 



Wells. (2) 



(2) 
(2) 

(2) 



Forsyth, Mr. J., 8, Edward Street, Hamp. 

stead Road, London. (6) 

Freeman, E. A., Esq., D.C.L., Somerleaze, 

Wells. (2) 

Fillenl, Rev. P. V., Biddisham. 
Foster-Melliar, W. M., Esq., North Aston, 

Oxford. 
George, Mr. F. C, Swan Hotel, Wells. 
Gibson, Rev. E. S. „ 

Giles, Captain „ 

Garrod, 0. W., Esq., „ 

Green, E., Esq., Holcombe. 
Grafton, Rev. A., Highbridge. 
Gloucester, Very Rev. the Dean of 
Grenville, R. Neville, Esq., M.P., Butleigh 

Court. 
Gray, Rev. H. F., Pilton. 
Gane, Mr. William, Croscombe. 
Godson, Rev. E., Bmi'owbridge. 
George, Rev. P. E., Bath. 
Goodford, Rev. C. O., D. D., Provost of 

Eton. 
Harte, Mr. E. 
Hemsley, Mr. J. N. 
Hodgldnson, W. S., Esq., 
Hillier, Mr. John 
Hobbs, 8., Esq., 
Hippisley, Mr. B., 
Hippisley, Mr. E. M., 
Homer, Rev. Prebendary (late) Mells. 
Hoskins,H.W.,Esq.,Hinton St. George. (2) 
Heard, Mr. R., Shepton Mallet. 
Hobbs, S., Esq., Buinham. 
Horsey, James, Esq., Quarr, Ryde. 
Hunt, Rev. W., Congresbury. 
Hooper, J. J. Esq., Thorn House, near 

Yeovil. 
Irvine, Mr. J. T., Rochester (2.) 
Johnson, Very Rev., Dean of Wells. 
Jerrard, Mr. John „ 

JoUiffe, Hon. H. H., Charlton House. 
Kearton, Mr. Joseph, Wells. 
Kelway, Mr. John „ 

Knight, Mr. H. „ 

Keene, Rev. T. P., Farley Hungerford. 
Kennaway, Rev. W. B., Exeter. 
Knowles, T., Esq., Nailstone. 
Knyfton, T. T., Esq., Uphill. 
Lawrence, Mr. G., Wells. 
Livett, H. W., Esq. „ 
Lavington, Mr. C. W. „ 
Lovell, Edwin, Esq., Dinder. 
Lovell, John, Esq., Bath. 
Long, W., Esq., Wrington. 
Lace, Rev. W. J., PiU. 
Lawrence, Mr. S., Axbridge. 
Lavington, Mr. W. F., Clifton. 



(4) 

(2) 
(2) 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIST OP BUBSCRIBEB8 (CONTINUED). 



Lnttrell, Col., Badgworth Court. 

Leir, Rev. T. Marriott, Ditcheat. 

Meade, Bey. Canon, Wells. 

Manning, Mr. B. J., „ 

Mills, Mn. and Mr., 86, Camden Boad, 
London. (4) 

Macreight, W. W., Esq., M.P., Torquay. 

^ogg, J. Bees, Esq., Glastonbury. 

Oxley, Mr. H., Wells. 

Palmer, Bev. J., „ 

Pridham, E., Esq. „ 

PhiUips, Mr. T. W. „ 

Pumell, R. W., Esq. „ 

Parker, J. H., Esq., C.B., Oxford. 

Peppin, Eer. S. P. B., Horrington, Wells. 

Pratt, Bey. Canon, Shepton Mallet. 

Paget, B. H., Esq., M.P.,Cranmore-haU.(2) 

Perrett, Mr. W. E., Weston-super-Mare. 

Pooley, C. Esq., P.S.A., Weston. S -Mare. 

Porch, T. P., Esq., Edgarley, Glastonbury. 

Perkins, Captain A. T., Sastoot House, 
Wookey. 

Buegg, L. H. Esq., Sherborne. 

Biley, H. T. Esq., M.A., Temple, Lon- 
don. (2). 

Bavenhill, Bev. H. T., Buckland Newton. 

Buss, Mr. S. P., Wells. 

Bobinson, Bev. C. J., Helaugh, Tad. 
caster. (2). 

Bogers, T. E. Esq., Becorder of Wells, 
Tarlington House. 

Sugden, the Hon. Mrs., Stoberry Park, 
Wells. (2) 

Smith, Mr. J. Wells. 

Smith, Mr. F. W. „ 

Selway, Mr. B. „ 

Sweet, Mrs. S. „ 

Styles, Mr. B. H. P., „ 

Smith, Bev. G. E., Barton St. David. 

Symes, Bev. B. Cleeve, Yatton. 



Somerville, J. C, Esq., Dinder House. (2) 

Scarth, Bev. Prebendsjy, Wrington. 

Shearley, Bev. W. J., Buroot House, 
Wells. 

Salmon, Bev. E. A., Martook. 

Salmon, Mr. H., Coxley, Wells. (2) 

Salmon, H. A.,E8q.,Holywood, Portishesid. 

Stephenson, Bev. J. H., Lympsham. (2) 

Stanton, Bev. J. J., Tockenham. 

Tudway, C. C, Esq., The Cedars, Wells. 

Tudway, Mrs., Leigh Court. 

Thorley, Mr. J., Bssendon, Herts. (2). 

Turner, Bev. P^bendary, Trent. 

Trew, Mr. W., Axbridge. 

Thorn, Mr. G., Horrington, Wells. 

Thatcher, Mr. W., Wells. 

Tyte, Mr. C. „ 

Tyte, Mr. S. „ 

Tasker, Mr. J. J. „ 

Tate, Mr. James, „ (2) 

Thring, T. Esq., Alfred House, near Castle 
Cary. 

Thring, Bev. G., Homblotton. 

Vonberg, Mr. W. C, Wells. 

Welsh, W. I., Esq., „ (2) 

Wilkins, Mr. B. „ 

Webber, Mr. J. „ 

Wiokenden, Mr. P. B. „ 

Willmott, ijfx, J. H. „ 

Wollaston, J. H., Esq. „ 

Walker, C. W., Esq., Shepton Mallet. 

Wade, E. T., Esq., Axbridge. 

WiUdnson, Bev. J., ^i^nghton Giffard. 

Winwood, Bev. H., Bath. 

Williamson, Bev. J., Theale. 

Wansbrough, Mr. A. H., Weston-super- 
Mare. 

Walford, Bev. 0. S., Maidenhead. 

Welsh, T. I., Esq., (late) Southsea. 

Yates, G., Esq., Weston-super-Mare. 




Digitized by 



Google 



% 



' • - -1 



^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



